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STATISTICAL ABSTRACT FOR DECEMBER OF THE RETURNS OF THE CHARTRERED BANKS OF CANADA.
Comparison of the Principal ltems,
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WAPSS SF W A% Abvmmae. fection at which we should aim and an approximation

Fhe Targe number of lives that are every year cither o which we have a right at the present day to expect?
lost or endangered i the streets of our big  towns Opportunities for accident are always on the increase
makes the subject of street aceidents and the best way  with the growth of traffic and of the means of rapid
ot securing prompt and efficient attention to them one locomotion, such as the bicyele and the motor-car:
ol constant importance and interest to all, and natur- | but do our facilities for treating accident progress in
ally to members of the medical profession in parti-  a like degree? Considering the wealth of London, jts
cular. There seems, says the “Lancet,” a peculiar | position as a centre of civilization, and the enormous
Wantonness in the waste of life brought about by ac- number of its street accidents, there is probably no
cidents which oceur (outside their very doors, so to city in the world where such inadequate provision i
speak) to individuals in the ordinary pursuit of their made for dealing with these misfortunes.
daily occupations.  All the human race is liable to There is absolutely no method for quickly bringing
aid to the injured, and as a community we rely simpl,
on the dangerous alternative of getting the injured by
should be avoidable in civilized communities, and to | the best means that chance to be available to the near
| et place where we may expect to find medical aid.
It needs very little knowledge to realise how many
cases of illness or accident must suffer an increased
severity from this lack of carly appropriate treatment
The general public have one line of treatment for all
cases of emergency. If there is an accident, “Give
him some brandy because he is fainting;” if he is ill,
“Giet some brandy to pull him round.” In either casc
stimulants are probably the form of assistance least
required or beneficial.  Three things are obviously
necessary.  First of all—and this seems to be the
most important—there must be horse ambulance wa-
zons and they must be stationed at hospitals. Only
in this way can we bring aid which is both speedy and

Bisease, and despite all our efforts everyone must sue-
cumb sooner or later, but surely other modes of death

be dwsabled, much more to be killed, in the street
seems a reproach to the municipality under  whose
protection the unfortunate sufferer imagined himself
te be safe. That accident more or less frequent is as

mevitable as disease s no doubt true where large num
bers of people are concerned and so long as careless
ness is an attnibute of human nature.  But if we can
not entirely  eliminate aceident  from the causes of
death, at least it is our duty to mitigate its effects, 1o
prevent fatality and to counteract muury in the very
best and most effective manner possible. 1< this done
moour large towns?  In London particolarly do onr
arrangements for speedy aid to those injured or tak
en suddenly ill in the street. nearly approach the per-




