
TME DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN.8
RURAL EVANGELISM Referring to the urgent appeal for 

miiuaters, Mr. Demies mid: "We have 
heard reasons wthout nu miter for the 
lack of candidate» for tba ministry; every 
reaaoi lias been givtn except the true 
one. If there is a decrease in the 
lier of candidates for the ministry, and 
the candidat s iseven-eighths of them 
»>me from the rural vtuinhes. and' tir» 
rural churches Jjave degenerated, then 
the only vital reason for th-. dearth -if 
camlidates is that tlie rural church has 
l»een delilieratel» allowed to go back
ward. Reinvigorate th>- oountry church 

r.vitalise the whole Church in 
ts activities; for the supply of 

workers comes from the country.' 
STARTLING STATISTICS.

Any one who will take the trouble to 
look up the statistics of our own denomin
ation for the past decade cannot fail to 
realize that the question of rural evangel
ism is a vital one. Personally I believe 
that the rural church problem is the su
preme demand upon the Church in 
day and that its solution must be the 
u xt great movement. Let there be a 
great "simultaneous movement" in the 
fountry and there will be infinitely less 
n ed for them in the cit 
something is done for the regions outside 
the walls the simultaneous movement of 
the city must be made a continuous per
formance.

Classing as "rural" all churches in 
places of 2,(W! and under Mr. Bemies has 
found that in eight years ending Iflfll. 
the rural churches in the Synod of Mary
land fell liehind the progr m of the 
Church as a whole by thirteen and n 
half per cent., and showed a net gain 
of only seventy seven numbers in eight 
years! Lees than ten per year for the 
whole synod! ,,

One country church ih

Che Demlilea PmbyteriM
At the Winona Bible conference a pa

lier was read by Rev. Charles O. B nr 
ies on "Evangelistic Work in the Rural 
Districts," and the message was consid
ered of so much importance that the 
evangelistic committee of the conference 
has taken steps to have rt printed and 
plated in the hands of every (stator with
in bounds of that conference. A writer
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in the Presbyterian Batin', r in summariz
ing the important points of the message 
says that unconsciously, perha|w, but none 
the lews certainly, the Pr sbyteriau 
Vlu h, leading as it is the world in 
evangelistic effort, liai. Bowed its ener
gies to b come centered in and its whole 
thought to be occupied by the evangelic- 
a lion of the larger cities. The "simui- 
tartous movement,” always attractive, 
sometimes spectacular with its army of 
evangelists, its soloiata and mighty chor
uses, its flaming headlines and midnight 
parades ami its startling conversions, has 
tilled the «ye and held the attention of 
the church to the utter neglect of the 
rural district. And while she urges, by 
lett r and leaflet, upon the struggling 
country church the necessity of earnest 
evangelistic work «lie still devotes her 
splendid equipuientof nr n and money 
(chiefly drawn from the country) to the 
evangelization of the city. How far 
the met sage referred to—which d«alt spe
cially with conditions in the United Sta
tes—will fit the conditions prevailing in 
Canada we are not pre(wred to say, but 
we consider the summary published by 
the Banner sufficiently important to 
justify its publication in the Dominion 
Presbyterian.

In tlie course of his address Mr. Bemies 
(minted out how utterly dependent is the 
city upon tlie rural regions for fresh ma
terial in every thing—food, clothing, 
light, heat, and above all, for the new 
rich blood of men and women without 
which the city must become anaemic and 
ptrish in a few generations. It is a 
fact well known and readily recognized, 
that a large majority of successful busi
ness men, professional and industrial 
in the lai 
country.
Church. A vast majority of the working 
force of the city church, as well as seven 
« igbths of its ministers, are from her 
great source of supply—the rural district. 
Now if the supply of red blood and grey 
brain and Spirit-tilled soul is to be kept 
up Hie rural church, the source of the 
stream, must, be kept purr and vigorous 
and progressive.

AN ALARMING CONDITION *
It is a startling fact that while the 

Church has be a taking 
strides and so many large cities have been 
stirred and awakened and purived and 
vitalized, the rural church has gone back
ward. Because of the constant drain
ing of the best lif • of the country to 
supply the demands of the city and the 
l aving of a residue which the city 
not use. there is in the rural district a 
constantly increasing proportion of indif
ferent. ambitionless (teople who, living 
on a lower plain of life physically, men
tally. socially, politically and morally be
come more and more a burden and a 
hindrance to vital Christianity. The 
local country church is the ke>- to the 
rural regions, yet the liest-equipped 
tors are. as a rule, «dimming the country 
because of its "small field," and further
more, because of an undefined and uu- 
Christinn reproach which attaches to a 
"country preacher."

The rural church is easily seen to be 
the source of supply for the whole 
( hurch, for laborers in both the foreign 
and home mission fields. That source 
has been failing tiecause the Church has 
neglected to give hick to it as it re
ceives from it. The very sea. if it re
fuses to give back to the mountain brook 
in refreshing showers, must soon become 
hfeleee and foul.
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lue late Samuel Bingham, at uue time 
111U)or 01 ihe city, who was drowned up 
the <«utineau in Juue last, left an estate 
vaiuetl av $22«,uvU, ihere are bequests to 
me amount 01 *&>,Uuu, of which ÿU,6UU 
goes 10 iu>mau Catholic and Brutes taut re- 
itgtous, educational and ohantabie iustitu-

Illinois, which 
has sent out twenty preachers and mis 
sionaries. is now demi. In the Synod of 
Ohio, taking a * ction running through 
the centre from north to south, inchidmg 
the Presbyteries of Huron. Columbus, 
Chillieothe and Portsmouth, the rural 
churches fel Un-hind tlie whole Church 
almost nin teen and a half per cent, in 
eight years and showed an actual loss of 
285 members; an annual decrease of 36. 

THE REMEDY.
Ihe problem of rural evangelization 

(foes not differ essentially from the prob
lem of city evangelization, and the two 
ought to have been made one. There is 
a cry now that <very country pastor 
must become an evangelist and the rural 
district be evangelized by its own minis- 

The great Presbyterian Church 
may not so lightly shift its r spo mobility 
nor so easily solve its most difficult prob
lem. The country pastor can no more 
evnugelize the country than can the citv 
pastor evangelize th - city; nor has the 
church a right, after robbing him of his 
l>est men and women and hie financial 
support, to supply the ever-increasing 
demands of the church, to ask him to do 
singl;-handed in the country what ' the 
Church is giving a hundred of its best 
equipped preachers and hundreds of thous
ands of dollars to aid the pastor to do 
in the city. Two things are essential 
to large evangelistic movements—men and 
money. For reasons patent the rural 
church cannot furnish the men, nor euf- 
ficently finance such 
headwaters are not only failing, but by 
the process already described, they have 
become polluted. It » futile to purify 
the pool in tlie city when the spring in 
the country is fetid and fever laden. Let 
the mighty Church, like the mighty ocean, 
give freely of the living waters, something 
of tlie very best she has received, back 
again unto the springs, the sources of 
her life, that the stream of healing, flow
ing forth from the rural church, like 
Ezekiel's river from under the sanct
uary, may carry healing and life and pur
ity and fertility upon its wav*», and 
reaching even unto the great sea may 
"heal the water» thereof."

One of our ministers, Rev. W. T. AUi- 
sou of » lay uer, is contributing a series 
ol articles on the Early Reformers—Luther, 
tvuox, Calvin and Latimer—to the Orange 
iSentiuel. The first treats of Martin Lum
et, who is described as one 01 the best 
knowu men ol history. The series prom
ises to be specially interesting and uselul. 

' We constantly require to be reminded ol 
our indebtedness to the brave men of .bye 
gone centuries tor the large measure oi 
civil and îeligious liberty we now enjoy.

Surgeon-General Suzuki, of the Japanese 
navy, fresh from ti a battles of the Japan
ese and Yellow Sens, declared with affect
ing earnestness and sincerity before the 
Railroad Y\>1.C*.A. Convention at Detroit 
thut he had been for ‘M jours a 
Christian, and that hie wife and live child
ren shared his belief. His eldest son bad 
been the first to Itevome a convert, having 
been interested at first through an accid
ental visit to a Christian meeting while 

tlie streets of Tokio- Next 
been converted through the 

influence of her son, and all tlie family 
had followed in the steps of these two.

rge citfce, were reared in the 
The same rule obtains in the

«y-

such forward

walk 1mg along 
wife hadthe

It is one of the most encouraging signs 
of the times that in a gathering couveu d 
by Hindus and Mohammedans, a Chris
tian slmuld be asked to open the pro
ceedings with a prayer. A few days af 
t 1 the earthquake of the 4lh of April 
some prominent Hindu» of Delira con
vened a meeting of thanksgiving for 
preserving the |«uple 01 the station from 
the «langer of the earthquake. The 
real movers and organism of this gath
ering were non-Christians. It was open 
to the public. Hindus and Mohamme
dans and Christians filled the spacious 
hall of the local mission school. At the 
reqir at of the organizers of the meet
ing the chair was taken by the Rev. 
Grant Jones, Presbyterian Missionary, 
ami the Rev. B. M. Base offered the 
opening prayer.

movements. The
|.,i-
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