
EARLY DAYS
get a word as he passed—a very unusual demonstration from 
our true hut undemonstrative Lincolnshire folk of those days."

While at Sutton, in the second year of his clerical life, a 
great sorrow came to Mr. Bom pas in the death of his mother, 
to whose bedside he was summoned in January, 1861. He 
was devotedly attached to her, and was able to take part, 
with the rest of his family, in ministering comfort to her 
during her last days.

In the midst of early discouragements, Mr. Bompas found 
a valuable friend and helper in Mrs. Loft, of Trusthorpe Hall. 
He was always sure of a hearty welcome at her house, and in 
after-years she followed his course with the warmest interest, 
and corresponded with him to the end of her life.

In 1862 he accepted the curacy of New Radford,Nottingham, 
a poor and crowded parish, populated largely by lace-workers. 
The number of souls, about 10,000, within the small triangle 
of New Radford was about the same as the population of the 
vast diocese of 900,000 sijuare miles of which he was later to 
have episcopal supervision. To this circumstance he referred 
when preaching in the parish on his return to England for 
consecration in 1874.

From Nottingham, Mr. Bompas went for a short time as 
curate to Holy Trinity, South Lincolnshire, returning in 1864 
to his former neighbourhood as curate to the Rev. H. Oldrid 
at Alford, Lincolnshire. As the earnest curate passed from 
house to house in his daily work, his parishioners little thought 
what a bright fire of enthusiasm was burning in his heart. 
He had been much stirred by the stories told by missionaries 
of heathen dying without the knowledge of Christ in far­
away lands, and he longed to go abroad and bear the message 
of salvation. His mind turned to China and India, with 
their seething millions; but as he was a little over thirty 
years of age at that time, the Church Missionary Society 
thought him rather old to grapple with the difficulties of the 
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