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i'crenceasawanton outrage on qll the decencies and proprie-r
ties of civilized fociety. I am deOrous to find an apology
for you, and the bell which I can think of, is, that your honed
Kcotch fimplicity has been impoled on by certain individuals
who are unable to write thcmfclvcs, arc afraid to appear
in inch invidious circumftances, and feel a malignant exulta-
tion in- the fire brands, arrows, and death which jiou have
fcattffod around you.

When your Remarks were announced as preparing for the
prefs, I began to form alarming anticipations as to the ftature
and prowcis ofmy antagonifh' I thought ofGoliah the gianf,
and David the ftripling, with his fling and Rone. I knew that
you were a ftudious plodding genius, with every advantage
in point of age, flanding in the miniflry, and preten-
fions as an author on the very fubjefl now before us. I

conje6lurcd from your manner in private that you would he
calm, temperate, and judicious, and that mildnefs v^ouMi gain
that fuflfrage in your favour which i as belonging to a fefs
popular fociety could hope to obtain only by force of argu-
ment. But on a fudden, all my foreboding appre'icnfions
took their departure. The very fight of your title page-
gave iTie triumphant exultation. It is an index of the ?nmd
in which the whole was conceived ; for it is an eflablifhed
principle in controverfy, that the perfon who lofes his temper
IS the perfon ^ho is confcious of being worfled, and that no
difputant fubflitutes rage in the place of argument, except
v/ben he cannot do better. You would be aflronted wore
you not reckoned a fcholar and a gentleman. Now, to what
diflrefs mufl you as a clergyman, ;

- ntleman, and a fcholar.
have been reduced, when you wrote a paper which will
Icarccly find a parallel for violence, fcurrility,and abufe, in
the annals either of ancient or modern literature. TantcV
cfok/tibus animis inc? One leflbn, howcAcr, you have
taught us, and perhaps you never inculcated one from the
pulpit with greater force of eloquence, and that is, a leflbn
of the deepefl gratitude to Heaven that you and your affbci-
ateshave not nnw**r *»nnai tn :p/0:»'>»:^»'' «4U„ :i- :._i .
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