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rioMi'Hfiion, the Chief pondered thouffht-
ully over it. Then be sent directions for
two of his deteitivjH to be sent to him
J hoy were bin oounselors and most trusted
aids ju all important and difficult c ises
and the trio had built ud a brilliant record
for efficiency when they worked together in
p'HVions years.
Two men answered the Chief's snmmous

a moment later -in nothinf? alike save a
crtain indication in the features of each
of the possession of rure ch.iracteriHiics of
courage and shrewdness. Both were al-
ready famous as 'let^ctives. having laid the
foundation of a repr.wition wh ch in after
years became national, and invested eanh
W'th the highest official authority possible
in the municipal detective st-rv ce.

'Iholaiger of the two. utalwart, power-
f nl, and straiKht as an arrow, was a monu-
inent of nerfect physical development. :

HiH name, John Miea. hi\d been a terror to
'

evil-doers sineo be tjist entered the Dolice
force, while his s,t,'tcity in tra.niK down a

'

criminal was o.ly equaled by his perti- '

n loity, once engaged in a case involviaB
endurance or hardship. *

i

His companion, Joseph Kipley. was of
lower build, his sot head and broad, square

'

siionldeiN K ving liim an aspect almost leo
i.i;;e. His .ye was never still, and o.ie
<in:ck flash seemed to tike in evorv detail
of vision presented.

f Ah a keen, strategic worker this tleuted
o .cer had no erjual on the force. He was
not.d tor deft haiidliug of criminals under
*^U'^I>icion and armst. and, less demonslra-
Mve than his confrere, was far more rer-
rtuasivo and magnet c where long. exhau;t-
iva pumping" of a malefactor was re-qmred.
Together they wer.' the strongest "teim"

ot d.tectives Chicago ever knew, nnd a
glance wou^d have toM t^e most casual ob-
s. Tver that they were men whom no obsta-
cles could daunt in the i)ursnit of a crim-
mil, no adverse circumstances prevent
their steady march to official usefulness
and promotion.
From the reports on his desk and hisown theories regarding ihe case, the Chief

related the circumstances of the artesian

'^^.'L?"^"*®'" »» a 'ew gmphic words.
Ihe case 18 a mysteriona and difficult

one, he said, but we must find a slartim?
point and work rapidly, l detail yon for
tlie scene of the murder, Kipley. Make asearch for weapons, and question the peo-
ple m the vicinity. Shea and mvself will
visit th > morgue, and he will rejoin you

8

later.

The experienced Kipley needed no de-
ttuled instructions as to his duty, and left
the. room at once.

Oar first task shou'd be to loam « hotue murdered man was," suggested Shea.
Exactly," replied tho Chief. "Thatonce ascertainrd, we may liuce him, learn

wii.. he WHS. his circumstanoesand hinass».
flutes. J he knowledge will be pretty cer-
tain to place us on tho tr.il of his assassin.
Come, we will go to the moiffue at ouoe.What IS your theory of the case?"
"Tuat it is c jurder f,.r gain or revenge,

and that an acquaintance, possibly a warm
friend, murdered the victim."

Why do yon think so?"
' Because this man was decoved to the

place he was murdered. No bne knows
hini in tho vicinity, and it is a secluded
spot a stmngor would seek to avo d. Some
friend lured him to the i)laee under pro-
tense of a swim or a wiish, sav inst even-
ing. He was no professional thief, for ha
used a m/.or to kill him-a w.apon no
regular criminal employ.. He even loo'i

I

away his clothes, so that thev might not
:

serve as a clew to his identity.

"

The two o:iicers surv-.'ve T the body of
^

the Mctiiu of the night's tragedv silently
when they reaehe 1 the morgue, 'for over

,

iiiilf an honr they examin-d it cIosl-Iv As
they drew away fn.m the slab their eyea
met infelh-eutly. '

Intuitively each discerned that the o her
bad nia 'ean iniiorlnut discovery.
"Vou have discoveied somefhiu"'" in-

quired the Chief.

"Yes. That man's throat was cut after
' he w.is dead," repiiod Shea

The ( hef sta, d.

I^Why (I'o you i. ,,;- 'iae that'?"
"Because bacic o his ear the skull is

crushed in. A rocker a cad-el robbed
biin of lite, and his thr ,at was ait to mu-
tilate him or to distract suspicion toaplausi-
Die theory of sniciile.

"

rh'^t^
mystery deepens," remarked the

ynief. 'I also have made an important
discovery.

"In what way?
"

''I have learned the man's business."
Shea looked curious.
"Did you notice his feet?" inquired tho

^' Not particularly."
"They are stained a dark brown. Wher-

ever this man worked, and that. too. re-
ceatly, he was engaged in a Usk where
somestro-g tanning solution was in use.We have done all we can do he,re. I shall
give orders to have him photographed, and
the body preserved in ice for possible idea-
tincatiou.

"Shalll rejoin Kipley?"
"Yes. and repoit your succasa to-njrrht "

Shea found his industnous partner hard

//I


