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28 BRITAIN AMONG THE NATIONS.

life has wifchered-and that wherever it has been freely circulated it ha.proved the D vinity of its origin, and the blessedness of itrpower;
elevauon oi the people, the prosperity of the nation, the purity of tie
priesthood, the stability of the Church, and in everything tha make anat.on great and f,ee

;
she has bravely defended the righ't of vTry manto possess and read the Bible in his mother tongue. And of its inflLnc"upon the hearts and lives of the people, we know of nothing mo"e true
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l.ke the sound of the church bell, which the convert hardly
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and all that there has been about him of «oft, and gende anE ^t/^"'!-*'
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^P-ks to h.. f.>r ever out of the E^gn"!
iJible. It IS his sacred thing, which doubt has never dimmed andcontroversy never soiled. In the length and breadth of the iL here i
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To give this Book to every man, woman, and child,not onlyat homeut also abroa 1, was the object of the founders of he " British andforeign Bible Society." To describe the operations of. or to estimate thegood done by this Society, is utterly beyond our powe; ; suffice i^L say

j.2,940,404 copies of tho B.ble, the " British and Foreign Bible Society
''

has issued from 1803 to ,867, 52,669,080 copies. And ^u the la't „aLyear the issues of the latter exceeded those of the former by 1,134,062
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"""^y operations we carnot now speak particularly.Not only under her own flag, but under those also of almost all other

Old, old story." llecognizing her own indebtedness to the Gospel and

has availed herself of every opportunity to give it to the world. Throu<^hevery conquered province liberty of conscience has been proclaimed andm every treaty it has been expressly stipulated that the tL^TsZlt
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