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porlumod tlu. air. All tl.o poopio impl..n.,l tiu. ^.o-Mms t., cm- th.. ..Kv

Ilex p atr, ,1,0 Id...an .u.„l,or in tho tempi.. ..f Vi..,..rv an.l c.nHH.cl iu-r-h ahundan. .,„•,. We have no data c.Mni,„ .he shape, sixe, w 'i 'ht
m- ,ij<;neral app.aran,.e of thin H.one, l,„, we can infer fn,„, the al.ovo
hat U was a comparatively .small fragnu.n,, of poH.aps thirty poun.l. in

^^^.^•ht. I ,s reported, ,l,ou«.h not l.y Livy, that an inn.oi had i.een
.na.le m u lemale form an.l .iresn, and the stone j.laeed on it for a hea.lor fao... Ihis was prohably a true aerolite.

There is no ro.mi to doubt the meteoric orii,nn of the .n-eat hl-ielv
«tone of Emesa, Syria, for it is described with scienli.ic precision ' l.y
I erod.an. i Ins was worshipped u-ith divi.ie honour by the nativ.-s ..f
the l.K.al.ty, while neigh bourin.i. kings and satraps sent annual pn.sents
of gold a.id silver and precious ston.H to adorn the great temple in which
It was housed. At the beginning of the third eenturv. A. D. his <n,d-
mountain. Kl Gabal. was being served by u handsome lad of some tviur-
t.^en sununers. with dances and the music of cvmbals. Hutes an.l .Irums
the y.mng priest being arrayed in richly em br..i.lered garments of .L.th
ot gol.l, when tJic Jioman legionaries were by intrigues it is not now
protitabie to r.^ounl led to in-.,claim him imperator. Th.. stone was cone-
>^hape.l. probably hke an old-fashioned sugar-loaf. It stood on tlie round
end and tapered to a point. It had upon its surface small bumps
(f<*;oja,c fifjaxiia,) and indentations {T,mn„.-). Its ci'ust was blackOuAawa re // xp'na). There were nmrks upon it thought to indicate
the hgure ..f the go.l. (Query- v..n Widmanstiitten lines ?) And it was
held in reverence becau.se it had fallen from heaven (rfawir// r, arroy
ttuai at^ivnXoyoixJiy). As the young enthusiast .ould not well ..-et to
Itome at once, ho sent a great painting of the stone an.l himself in the
act ot a.loration, whicli was put up by his orders ab.,ve tlie statue of
\ ictory m the senate chamber. The year after he entered Rome and
bu, t a magniticent temple for tliis strange go.i, whose image, unlilce those
ot Crreek and Roman gods, was not made with lutnds. He had Syrian
maidens dance and musicians circle in procession round it. Hecatombs
of vjctims he sacrificed before it, cattle and sheep. Eivulets of the best
and oldest wmes mingled with their bloo.l. The chief ofHcers of the army
and of the state assisted, in barbaric costume, to elevate above their
heads the golden vessels used in the ceremonies, while in a wondering
nng stood all that was noblest in the Eternal City. Those who smiled or
dared to scoff were mercilessly slain. Every ofHciating priest of other
gods had to preface his litany with the name of Elagabalus. When the
stone was brought into the city it Avas in a chariot adorned profusely with
gems and precious metals

;
the horses, white, were led-no mortal' being

allowed to drive—and the emperor himself walked backward in front of
the aerolite, as being wishful to gaze uninterruptedly at the divine


