
THE FIGHT AT BATTLE HILL.

Avem Pardoe and Colonel Irving, of 
Toronto, Ontario, and Lt.-Ool. Cruick- 
shank, of Niagara Falls, Ontario, and 
also the Registrars of Deeds at 
Chatham, Simcoe and Guelph, Ont. 
In nearly every instance in which I 
have communicated with parties ask­
ing for information in the preparation 
of this pamphlet (and they were not 
few) assistance has been cheerfully 
and promptly given.

John Irving Poole.
Lacombe, Alberta, N. W. T., August 

34th, 1005.
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“Pulchrumque mori sucurrit in 
armis.”— Vergil Aeneid, B. 2, V. S17).

Often and often during my child­
hood and High School days did I visit 
the scene of this action, hoping to 
find some relics of an engagement in 
which our arms suffered a reverse, but 
I was always unsuccessful in my little 
explorations. In fact 1 met with very 
indifferent success when I turned to 
the people who I thought might possibly 
know something concerning the de­
tails of this struggle, which after all 
seemed to be nothing more than a 
mere memory, the particulars of 
which were beyond a hope of success­
ful resurrection. When again I look­
ed into the current histories of my 
native land which I was able to lay hold 
of, at that time, I was again doomed 
to disappointment, and very bitter 
disappointment too, as this conflict in 
many of them was not even mention­
ed, while in others it was only barely 
alluded to, and thus my curiosity was 
not in the least degree satisfied.

Some of those whom I questioned 
thought that the Americans were the 
victors, and others thought that the 
British were the victors, while a 
third party seemed only to be amused 
at my youthful anxieties respecting 
the details and result of an almost for­
gotten fight, and skilfully concealed 
their want of knowledge of the matter 
in hand by a knowing smile. And 
thus the affair dropped almost entire­
ly out of my own mind for more than 
a decade.

Maturer years, however, brought 
the subject back to my recollection 
with increased interest, as the scene 
of this struggle is located within a 
very few miles of the home where I 
passed the earlier period of my life. 
As succeeding years followed, greater 
facilities presented themselves to me 
for acquiring conlemporarvdocument­
ary evidences of wnat did actually 
transpire in connection with this ac­
tion, thus enabling me to give at least 
a tolerably correct account of an event 
so intimately connected with the past 
history of a locality, now embraced
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