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her husband, when he gives Lord Steyne the chastisement that

ruins- her for hfe. "When I wrote that sentence," Thackeray

remarked subsequently. " I slapped my fist on the table and said,

' That is a stroke of genius.'
"

Lf.wis Mei.vii.i.e.

BI(K;RA1»UU AL NOTE

WUllun
MakspMce
Tbackeny

seefrontispierf

Richmond
ThMkeray,
Fatber of tbe
NoveliBt

see page 3

Tbackeray at the
age of three, with
hla father and
mother

iee page 5

TheCharterhouse
in the time of

Thackeray
see page 2

Thackeray, tnm
the replica of a
plaster cast by
J. Devlle

see page 4

William MakeiK.a.-e Tl.ac-keray, the ..nly .•hil.l ..f U..-h .u..mI .n.l

Ain.0 Tl.a.keiay. was l.on. at ( aloutf, on Jnly IHti., IHll. lie wa«

.leM.M..UMl from Yorkshire yeon.ei. who for several Reuerat. had heeu

settle,! at llampsthwa.te. in the We«t Ri.liuK. 1" 17<«-' n^'Rrau. hither,

likewise naine.l William Make,K.a.-e 'Hmekeray, sailed for Ind.a at the ;tK«-

of seventeen, to enter the service of the l':ast India Con^^ny. I ". .;r

fartier, the ,,re.le.-essor ..f barren llastinp* as (J..vernor ot HenK^il. h-

promotion was very rapid. In 177« l.e married Ameha H.chmoud and the

Lne year returned to England. Ilis fourth son, Richmond Ihackeray,

father of the novelist, went to In.lia in 17!»B also in the service of the

Compiinv In 1«07 he hecame Secretary to the Hoard of Revenue at

Calcutta", an.l undouhtcUv jH.ssessed hriUiant v^\i\^ for ^- Iministrat.on and

puhlic work, lie n.arried on Octoln-r i:m., 1810. the re.Knn.K beauty

of Calcutta. Anne, daughter of .John Harman Becher. n.e pamtm^ by

Chinnery, executed in 1B14, ^ives a glimpse of the I hackerays at the time

when their son ha.l reached the a^e of three years. He '** '''•^»"' P?'*^''";!
""

a lar^e pile of luM.k., with his arms round his mother s neck, his father stiffly

seated in a chair close by.
,. , . , n 1 ti „

Riclnnond Hiackeray was at this time Collector of the district called the

Twenty-four Per^unnahs. Two years later he die,l, and in 181 <
his son was

sent to England to he clucated, and was place<l in the charge of h.s aunt

Mrs. Ritchie, who first sent him to a schmd in Hampshire, and then to the

e tablishmenl of Dr. Turner at Chiswick. A.K.ut 1818 Mn<. Richmond

Thackeray ma.rie.1 a se.-..nd time, and in 1821 returne<l to ^"^la-ul with her

husl«nd. Major Carmichael Smych, and settle.1 at Add.s,.or.be. Hie

foUowi..; yeai 'Hiackeray was sent to the Charterhouse, where he remained

until 1828. This famous schmd figure.1 largely in his writings as (.reyfriars.

It was here that Colonel Newoome and Clive, Pendeiiiiis, Ue,,rge Osborne

I'hilip Firmin, and Rawdon Crawley were educated. Charterhouse was the

scene of 'ITiackerays fight with Ve.iables, iu which he susU.ned the

unfortunate accident to his nose that caused a permanent d-hgure-^it .11

his otherwise handsome countenance. Evidence of th:s is "oticc^.e in the

plaster cast execute.1 by J. Devile, which represents Ihackeray at the age

of eleven.


