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Honorable Adkf.ard TuR<tEON,

Minister of Cnlonization and Mines,

Quebec.

Sir,

??ince the above was written the debate on the transportation ques-

tion was continued in tlie House of Commons at Ottawa, in the course of

which, much vduable information was elicited, therefore in accordance

with tlie followinsj pavai^raph of a lett(!r .iddressed to me and bearini? date

the fitli of February last, containing amoi.g other remarks the followiu!?:

*' C'e rapport k mon avis, devra coiitenir ile forts arguments en faveur du

trace par Quebec, et il importerait de n'en pas trop retarder la publica-

tion, .si le "t'ourrier du Canada," No du 81 Janvier queje vous envoie est

Men renseigne, (sigiie) S. Dufault, Assistant-Comraissaire." Of course the

object of the letter above mentioned was that 1 should explain in my
report the advantages offered by a railway from Quebec rather than from

Toronto or any other western point, for the develojiment cf our northern

territory under description in the foregoing pages; but as that develop-

ment is so intimately roniiect.'d with the development of the port- of

Quebec, as will be fully understood furth -ron, I may be allowed to make

a few quotations from the Ottawa Hansard of th.' idth April last, and

offer a few remarks on this all important transportation question.

In the course of the debite. Honorable Chas Fitzpatrick. Solicitor

General and m -inber for the eouuty of Quob.'c. spoke as follows :

"
I want to say here that I with all other Canadians believe in the

future prosperity of Montreal. I. in c.mxmou with all otner Canadians,

cannot help realizing that Montreid is the grett eommereial metropolis of

this Dominion, and that no harm ean come of the city of Montreil that

does not r.'salt in hirui to th ' wliole Dominion of Canadi hlverything

that can further tin- progress of that great city is near and dear to us all.

Hut, Mr Sp 'ik"r. w>' d ) not advain- • ourcuise by sliurtmg our eyes to

the fact that the jiort >>[' Montreal iiis limitations. Up to the present time

the port of Montreal has b.'iMi tr.-ati'd as th • national port of Canada ;
yet

90 per cent of our products go lioui Montreal to the American seaboard

to be carrii'd thence across the water to liurope. We cannot overlook that


