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INTRODUCTION

TIIK iiMxIi'i'ii lloiiril of Traill' iimv lit n-Kitrili'il iih tin- ilcwciiilcnt of tliimi'

iiii|Mii't)iiit AHNiifiiitioiiM iif .Ml I'l-liHiitK u'liii-li, in tin' I'l'iitiirii'M now
pHHsril wi'i'f foiMii'il for till' |iiii'|Mmi' of " foMli'riiiir. proti'i'tiiiK aiiti

fot'\VHriliii>; tlu'ir iiiiitiiiil iiitri't'itts." Tln-v Iii'i'hiiic a |iiiwt'r wliicli not only

I MTi'iNi'il a niiKlitv iiifliiriii'i' on tlir trailr ami I'oiiiiiii'rri'. hut aUo on tlii'

|iiilitii'al I'onilition of tlii' Stati-H of Kuropi'. TIiohi' who have viNJti'il, for

I'vannili'. the onri' trranil ami historic rity of Loiivain, now in ruinn an tlic

risiih of (ii'mian military liarliariKm. ami wliii'li wai« fornii'riy tlir m-at of tlir

iiiiiflity tradi' of tlii' Duchy of Kraliant, will liavf jti-i-n for tlii'Motrh 's one noti-il

jilari' wlirri' till' mrilii'viil hi'i'iI wax Nown from which our iiioilcrii I'railc Ahso

I'iationx have !t|>ruiitr. The story of the nuiiicroiiH Livery ('oiii|mni»'M which to-

ilay flouriHli in the little circumference known an the City of Lomlon, their

tii'lil of operation lieinir Ixiumleil hy a stom-H thrown of that KiiiKularly im

|iortaiit institution known uh the Kaiik of Kn»;lanil. aUo tdlN of Commen'ial

fnion. It is in fact a matter of ! 'tory, not at ti:iii'M it must he confesHcil

M-ry clear, that there liaN always tieeii somewhere lal ut in some form or an

other, a species of "Itoai'ii of Trailc" ami antiquarians finil a connectiun liv-

twi'i'ii the moilern corporation of the name and the Human C'olle|;:a and
Siiilaiitics.

• • •

The Historical Uecoiij of the .Montreal Uoarii of Trailc is necessarily one

which has to ileal with matters, practically, almost of to-day. A t'amulian

•fustin .McCarthy, or » niodern Itislioj) Miirnett. would have to iiicorporati.' its

story with the jfemral affairs of "Oiir Own Times', at least in a rclativf

sciiNc. Ill its present commaiidini; position, cM'reisinK as it does an influence

not iiloiie upon the trade affairs of the Commercial .Metropolis, hut also on

those of a much more extended area, it diltVrs in a very wide decree from the

first Hoard which was organized Ajiril Gtli, IMO, at a mi'etiii({ over which that

famous .Montrealer. the Hon. I'. .Mctiill presided. But the Board which then

came into existence, had its predeeessor. It succeeded a previous institution

kiiiiwii as the Committee of Trade" orKani/ed in 1W2. Business interests

well- at the time, iii'cominjf alert. The work on the modern Lacliine «'anal had

liicii commenced July 17th. 1h21, the first sod heiii^ broken hy the Hon. .lolin

Kiclianlson. whose name in on the roll of the first Lctrislature of Lower Canada
in ITirj. and is 'ki-pt jrreen" hy the walls of the .Montreal ticneral Hospital.

I.,ess than a year later, .\pril II, l^22. he presided at a niectini; which had as

the result of its delihcration the creation of the Committee referred to and how
effective and valuahle its work must have been is proved hy its own records

which arc fortunately, for the most part extant to-day. They show, it may he

noted in passintf, that the population of the city was less than llt.tMM), a re-

markahle contrast with the .">9.'>,(MM) people of ninety two years later. They
also show the public spirit of the peiiod and reflect an unsatisfactory condi

tion of comiiien'ial affairs. At the important inectintf, described strongly

worded resolutions were passed in which reference was made to the existin>r

• ^rlllwill^' embarrassments of Canadian Commerce" and their attendant

iiiinoiis consequences' and the urjrcnt need at an alarming crisis, of the
, slalilisi 'lit of a Standint; Committee of merchants to watch over the jfciieral

inter. >ts of the trade of the country. " In order to conciliate public favour

and confidence and to obtain such a combination of experience energy and

perseverance as circumstances reipiire," it was resolved that "tlu' Committee

shall I HtaliliMhed on lihcru! prinfipli-H, elcctcil nnnually Ity ballot by Hiu-h

resident merchants of thv city wh hhall aiiiiiially contribute the auin of three

(iiiineas." The "((rowiuK cnibari.iHsii'cntM of Canndiaii i'ouiniercf" n-ffrred

to, and the general outlook of Trade and Commerce may b.- apprei-iated by any
one who looks at the contcmporancouM records. Specie payiiientN had followed

ill the train of the events cunm'queut on the Battle of Waterloo with corrin

pondinir confusion in iiiattcra of ailjuatnifiit.

The conHi'ipiences of the Conititiitional Act of 1791 were beginning to have

a marked effect on trade uwiug to the Separation of liowvr from I'pper

Canada and t|:e divisiini of jiiriiidivtion between the Imperial and Local au-

thorities notably in matters pertaining to cuHtoiiis eollectionH which were
made by British (d'fieers, whowe want of knowieilKe of Canadian conditioua

and needs caused friction of an irritating eharacter. At the time Upper
Canada had no port of entry and the revenue whs divided, by a Board of Com-
missioners, between the two provineea. The eolleetorn of Keveuiie were not

iiiulcr local jurisdiction and, soiiie yeara later, when the proportionate division

was fixed, at two fifths for L'pper, and three fifths for Lower Canada, the

greatest dissatisfaction was niauifeMted. A union of the Province! which
came many years later under different eireiinistances was strongly advocated
when the committee was formed and political feeling run very high. A dead
lock in the Legislature and the stoppage of supplies by the Assembly, pro-

voked a species of imnie necessarily must detrimental to trade and coui-

merce. I'l'o'icsts and a|ipeals seemed unavailing and as described iu the pre-

liminary resoluti-)ns troubles were not "averted, or even delayed, by the

solitary exertic '' individuals or by the hasty and inadequate deliberations

of iMiblic mectii ' and so the Committee of Trade was formed, evidently

noiii too soon, fi> ,ne Imperial aiithoritiis and their local administrators seem
to have exhibited an iiticr absence <d° any appreciation of the issues at stake'"

.\nil, with the resolutions passed at the meeting as a basis, a eominittee of

organi/ation was composed of men whose names shine brightly on the

pages of our municipal history. Horatio (iates, Ueorge Auldjo, George Mof-
fatt, lehairmani .John Hemming, Henry .McKcn/ic, Campbell Swecnev and W.
.M. I'orter. At a later meeting. April 20, lt*22, a code of rules were .-eported,

Sumiiiari/ed they provided for a three guinea subscription, the prohioition of

partners in trade serving on the committee at the same time, thirteen to be

the niiiiiber of memliers, forfeiture of seat for absciice of six months from the

Province, and for neglect of duty for three, fortnightly meetings, open records

at all convenient times, the imposition on the committee of the duty of re-

presenting to His .Majesty's cvernment, the Imperial Parliament and others

in authority. ll'pre^'eIltations on trade matters, mutual protection, co-opera-

tion and siipport of the interests of iremben . arbitration suppression of illicit

traffic and inipiiry into the author y under which the fees levied by the

several officers of the customs in the clistrict was made. The first subscribers

supporting the movement nuiiibcred fifty-four and their names deserve as

tli(>se of the initiators of a great movement to a place in this record. They
were as follows: Horatio (Jates, (icorge Auldjo, H ..McKenzie, 'Jeorge Moffatt,

Campbeli Sweeney, I). KobertsoM, .lohn Forsyth, W. M. Porter, .lohn Brown,
I'eter .Mctiill, .lohn tiray, F. A. Larocqiie, John Fleming, James Cuthbertson,


