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and thu4 makeit it |>uiti«iltlt> fur u iiiiiiilH>r ot tliem tu avuiil iniK'niting. For tlii>!t«

rt'Htfuiix it niiixt Ik* i-uii»itii>n>(l uia> ot' our iiiuitt iinptjrtaiit <luck plnnlii. Tlii«

I'otttiiiogetoii, wiiicli grows entirely Kulnncrged an<l in water up to H twt in <U>|»tli

furnialie* an e>lible leaf lH>t>i<leH ilie i>i>e(l wtiicli ri|ien« in (k-tok'r. The leaf with

thiH plant ii> much mure im|Mirtant than tli«> iiwt\. Thexe various I'utamugetonn

in atlclitiun tu animal ftMnl form the principal diet of the deep water lUiuki in

Northern Ontario at the present time.

Fouu roil Mai(8II Dti km.

A« explained in al)uve mentiuiu-d pamphlet pruliahly more tan Ite duiie tu

inereafe the numher of the deep water feederH than of the marxli dut-k, ax the area

availaltif for ;^rowtli of eilil>le deep water plants is m -h ^jreater in Northern

Ontario than it is for the ones on which the marsh duck feed. If atiything Hub-

etantial is to he done in increasin-.' the nundn-r of ducks hreedinjr in the Xorth,

the wilil riie illusion must lie destroyed. The common iM-lief is that if on'y wild

rite could lie ;»rown there would he plenty of ihicks. Wild rice does not support

the ducks while tlieij arc birrdlti;/. Ft merely attracts those that have hrod and

fed elsewhere to the ri«e heds when the see<l is ripe, very often to their destruction.

That it will sometimes thrive in Xort'i. n Ontario can lie seen liy the growth in

Hice Lake north of Bistotasinp, Stimmii Lake north of Nipiiron. and Shoal lake

near Kenora. K\cn if it jjrew everywhere it would only furnish food for possildy

a month or go out of the seven which the ducks spcnl in the norii each season.

Moreover, as it is only an annual and is propa<»ated solely hy seed wliicli is ex-

tremely delicate and loses its fertility easily, efforts to transplant it will not on

the whole be accompanieil hy much success. The writer has on a number of

occasions i.'anted wild rice, takiiiir every precaution to have the f-eed in proper

condition, but the results have never been worth the trouble; at the best after

several years there would lie a few miserable scatten-l tufts of wild rice showing;

here and there.

.\s sometliinj; <.'rently superior to wild rice, because it sn.pplie* od from th.>

sprin<; to the Tall, and has an extraordinarily rapid rate of iiicreas and is easily

transplanted and is even transnorted by the ducks thenise' -s, the writer recom-

mends plants of the Lemna family. Larfre nn^'ihers of ' ';i-k duck have been

observed where this was almost the sole food, 'i'li- ])lan(, »v'iich is described hy

Mr. Thomson looks like tiny clover leaves crrowin<i on the urfnce of the water:

at a distance it would be mistaken for a sreen scum. As the tiny rootlets which it

sends out are oidy aliont an inch lonj;, there is nothin<r to fasten it to the bottom,

and hence it would be swept away if exposed to wind or surrent Protccfed pools

in marshes and drowned lands are the only practical places f( .• this plant.

Drowned lands with water-killed trees are particularly favorable. These will he

formed almost always where there is a water power developed with a proper storage

reservoir. T'sually such lands will he a square mile or more in extent. The
maintenance of constant water levels so desirable for water powers is lieneficial to

the duck plants. The violent fluctuations of these leve^ caused in lumberins

opcrn+'ons are ^ory destructive of aquatic plant life.

The ])lnnt illustrated is the hpunia minor; J.diitid pohjrlnza is similar to

this but larger and having more rootlets. These two species as they grow on the

surface of the water can be transplanted by taking «pba?num nmss which may he

obtained from flower and seed dealers and skimming the surface of the water with

pieces of moss of convenient size. The T.emna sticks to the moss which acts like a


