
Tho Kuro|)oun lountries where pent fuel is used t.i u lonsidenil.le extent
lire: Sweden, X my, Denmark, Finliind, Uusmu. (lerniany, Austria, Hol-
lanii and Ireland. In rnOHt of these countries larj^e industries for the manu-
facture of miws litter and peot mull are also eslal.lished, and the <onhum|.tion
of these articles for bedding and packinn purposes is rapidly inrrciwinu-
The nianufttcture of |)eat roke is, es|)e<ially in (iermany, re<eivinK much at-
tention, and in Sweden several power plants with peat jjas producers are
in surceHsful o|)eration.

The methods at present used for peat fuel niaimfacture depend on
air drj-inp, which has U-en found, notwithstandinj,' its uncertainty, to l>e

the cheapest and most practical method of dryinn- The cjuestion )f econom-
ically removinn the water from the peat substance is the main problem, and
a ureat number of more or less impracticable methods have been tried in

Europe and nmch money lost, but the question of successfully utilizinu the
peat boK^• is l)einK steadily carried forward by means of new inventions and
labour 8iivin« appliances. The interest displayed by the various govern-
ments and assistance given in some form or other has also had a stinudating
infltience on the peat industries in these countries. In tho countries men-
tioned, with the exception of Russia, Holland and Ireland, societies rec .vinp
yearly grants from their respective novernments have iieen organized tor
the purpo.se of giving information and advice regarding tne manufacture
of peat products and the cultivation and drainage of peat bogs. These
societies, through publications, lectures and experimentation, do :t very
valuable educational work, assist manufacturers and furmers with investi-

gations and advice and also do a great amount of good by criticising the
proces.ses and methods invented from time to time, which in man* case-
prevents the useless spending of money.

On account of the large population in Europe, land is naturally more
expensive ihan in Canada at the present time, and the question of cultivating
peat bogs in Canada will probably for some time to come be of minor im-
portance, although in certain instances such I'ldtivation would even now
undoubtedly tie a paying proposition. In the United States the reclama-
tion of bog and swamp lands for agricidtural purpo.ses and rtforcstation i.s

receiving much attention and several lar-re drainage projects are at present
under consideration. The increased value of such drained land, which in

its original state is practically valueless, would in more populated sections

of Canada probably pay the cost of such undertaking just ius well as the
irrigation projects carried on in sections where water is lacking. Further-
more, the beneficial results in climatic conditions due to proper drainatre

are points worthy of attention.

The European governments are generally a.ssisting in such drainage
works when large areas are affected, and thereby also assist incidentally

(he peat indnstry in those localities, a.- tiie drainage of a bog in many c;u>;es

involves a heavy expenditure for which no immediate returns can be expected.


