
ment would give to the railway comppniea. When I
arrived m this Department, one of the first thinja
brought to my attention wiw thi.- verv imnonunt
matter After looking at the facts and papers before
me. 1 though the Post Office Department ha.l v.ry
skilfuly avoided a difficulty and washed its hmi
'•ntirely of It by leaving it for somebody else to de-
cide. \Vhilst that IS very good, very skillful, ny
principle has olwa;ys been to faca a difficultv mv^elf
and try to solve it without shirking it, nb niaUer
what the consequences. I thought this Order-in-
Council which brought a temporary solution of the
ouestion did not have the result of bridging the
difficulty at all ^n the first place we submitted the
matter to the Dopartment of Justice and we were
told It was very doubtful whether the Railway Board
had any power to decide such questions. As a lawy-
er, I agreed with that opinion myself. Moreover,

^*M uJ^^. decision of the Railway Board, which
would be final, as between the Government and the
railway coinpanies might perhaps cripple the De-
partment 3 finances to such an extent that we would
not know how to keep our h ,ds above water,
i^inally there is power m our own hands given to
us by the law to fix ourselves the rates which shall
be paid to the railway compan^crf for the transpor-
tation of mail matter. True, we are told it is avery arbitrary law, and I am prepared to admit that
It IS arbitrary, but if we were to look into the whole

pl«fnS '^n™'^H'
^® Ju"H^««d- I thought if the

Fost Office Department had power in its own hands
to decide the question that is was no use referring

nr^V^^^'"'^'''?/ ?T^; ^ therefore, had another
Order-in-Council drafted aiid passed withd-iwing
the question from the Railway Board, and I told
the railway companies, who seemed to be somewhat
di^atisfied about the move, that I would face ^he
difficulty myseU and trj- and settle it in a busineas-
ike wr.y and not shirk it. I may say that I have
not done much yet, owing to my trip to Englandand the necessity of preparing for the session of
Parliament. It seems to me that the increa.se in theamount of mail matter carried is undeniable. News-
papers have increased in importance, volume and
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