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Referring to the coming Imperial 
Conference and Economic Confer, 
ence, Mr. Meighen recalled the var-ttaaa-js ssrjsarss
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what position he intended td take 
respecting various questions which 
vould be before the conference for 
llecussion, he intimated he would 
*ke no position at all.
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Montreal, Sept 4.—(By Canadian 

Press)—That an unjust and inti 
ous campaign had been waged in an 
attempt to, mass French Canadian 
sentiment against him, on the ground 
that he was hostile to the race, was 
the statement of Right Hon. Arthur 
Meighen, leader of the Opposition, 
in addressing a Conservative picnic 
at Cartlervtile today. Mr. Meighen 
denied the proclamation which ■ he 
said had been made by his poetical 
enemies that he had come today to 
ask forgiveness for errors made in 
the past.

"I don't make any claim to having 
lived without errors," continued the 
Opposition leader, “but if I com 
errors, I am ready to take the pun­
ishment ' I have altvays advocated 
the same policy for the Whole Do­
minion, and if I have erred against 
you, I have eçred against the re­
mainder of the country.”

Mr. Meighen then reviewed the 
financial management of the Domin­
ion since 1921. He recalled the ad­
mission of the present Government 
in the Speech torn the Throne im­
mediately after attaining power, that 
Canada’s condition was then the 
soundest of any country that had 
been through the war. Then he 
asked: "Can any such thing be 
said of Canada today? While the 
Governments of other countries
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have been reducing their obligations, 
Canada has been drifting backwards, 
further and deeper into debt.A 6 6
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While other countries have been 
reducing the buden of taxation on 
their people the Government of Can­
ada has been multiplying tax upon 
tax. v

“One day thp, Government drives 
through Parliament millions for 
wharves, while dozens of those al- 
reâdy built are scarcely used at allf 
Another day millions more are ask­
ed for skyscrapers ih which to sell 
tickets. Another -day the -Minister 
of Railway rejoices in the purchase 
o^’a two million dollar hotel in Paris. 
For all these things new taxes are 
imposed. A burdensome increase In 
the sales tax last year is matched 
by another increase this year and the 
cost of living in Canada is thus 
driven to a level higher than the 
country can stand.”
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