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At the end of April, 1987, Canada’s ten provin-
cial premiers and Prime Minister Brian Mulroney
met at Meech Lake, outside of Ottawa, and agreed
to a package of six constitutional reforms--the so-
called Meech Lake accord.

Maclean’s Magazine has called fts designers
““efther the new Fathers of Confederation--or the
architects of the natfon’s dissolution.”” Public and
editortal opinion is divided between pro or con--
quite simply, you're either for it or against it.

The Meech Lake accord-what does this
historical agreement between our federal and
provincial governments mean for Canada and its
future?

Some say that it will destroy the very fabric of
our Confederation while others say it will lead to
an era of harmonious relations between the
federal and provincial levels of government. Just
what are we to believe about the Meech Lake ac-
cord and its implications for Canadians?

This brief overview is meant to outline the six
points raised at Meech Lake. What follows is a pro
and con analysis of each issue.

THE DISTINCT SOCIETY

Under Canada’s Constttution, French and English
are recognized throughout the country as its two of-
ficial languages. The terms of the accord state that
““The Constitution of Canada shall be interpreted in
a manner consistent with...the recognition that
Quebec constitutes, within Canada, a distinct socte-
ty.”” In the next paragraph, it goes on to say that
“The role of the Legislature and Government of

Quebec to preserve and promote (this) distinct iden-
tity of Quebec...is affirmed.”

pro: The “distinct society”” clause of the accord is a small price
to pay to bring Quebec into the Canadian Constitution.
Within Canada, Quebec is a distinct society and the fears of
women'’s groups and minorities that this clause will override
the Constitution’s Charter of Rights are unwarranted. In inter-
preting this clause, the courts will read it alongside the Charter
so that the two are co-equal.

con: What is preventing the courts from ruling that the
Charter of Rights is subordinate to the “‘distinct society”
clause? The Charter guarantees that individuals will not be
discriminated against on the basis of sex or ethnicity. But if
the ‘“distinct society’” clause is to have any real meaning,
then, in the name of preserving Quebec’s “‘distinct
soclety,”” Quebec’s government will be able to override in-
dividual rights. This means that there will now be officially
two Canadas--one French and one English.

SUPREME COURT

The Supreme Court of Canada is the highest
court in the country. As such, fts nine justices
have the final say in interpreting Canada’s laws
and Constitution. The Meech Lake accord would
give the provincial premfers the right to nominate
Justices to the Court, though the federal govern-
ment would retain the final power of appoint-
ment.

pro:The Supreme Court justices, nominated by the pro-
vinces, will have the view that Canada is a decentralized
country. Therefore, their rulings will help make the Cana-
dian political scene less antagonistic by relegating authority
to where authority belongs. The federal government will
concern itself only with issues of national importance while
provincial governments will guard their respective interests.
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THE SENATE
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