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lsn’t it nice that the students at
the University of Alberta are so
concerned about their environ-
ment that they have designated a
whole week in order to raise stu-
dent awareness about the future of
our planet? Wow, that's great.
We're so gracious that we can take
one whole week out of our busy
lives to think about the environ-
ment. At least this generation is
going to do something about saving
this planet.

What | want to know is what's
going to happen next week, and
the week after that, and then the
year after that? Are we still going to
be conscious about what we are
doing to our environment and what
the effects upon it are? Or are we
just going to go on about our lives
and let others worry about what's
going on? If that's the case, then we
will be just as responsible for the
mess that this world is in as are the
people who gave it to us in this
condition.

It’s nice to have a week to express
our outrage and concern and feel
like we're standing up against some-
thing we know is wrong. It's nice to
feel like we're making a difference
in the problems of the world.
Personally, | found that it was very
nice to be able to sign a get-well
card to the environment in HUB
Mall. What a great idea Environ-
ment Awareness Week is; maybe
we should do it again next year?

That's precisely the problem with
these one-week awareness cam-
paigns. We sit around and get all
bent out of shape about how the
environment is slowly dying, and
then next week we go on about
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our busy lives. A lot of people don't
stop and consider the ramifications
of what the actions of today will
have on the people of tomorrow.
Maybe we should shut down the
proposed pulp mills in Northern
Alberta,and maybe we should stop
super-tanker transportation of
crude oil down the West Coast. But
after the TV cameras leave, we turn
to our next subject of moral out-
rage. We then leave the community
affected to pick up the pieces and
don't give them a second thought.
When is the last time anyone
around here has thought of Prince
William Sound?

It's easy for us here in Edmonton
to say that “those pulp mills should
be shut down.” Do we stop and
consider what effects that decision
will have on the families who will
lose the employment that those
mills will provide? Are we prepared
to pay the higher taxes that it will
take so that we can make up the
lost revenue? If we are, then great—
but why is it that, when a govern-
ment tries to raise taxes, we all get
bent out shape? It’s nice to say that
this is wrong and that we should do
something else, butitis much more
difficult to propose viable alterna-
tives than just to criticize.

We have got to make sure that
we don’t get caught up in the
fervor of environmentalism and
make the mistakes that will hurt us
much more in the future. The type
of mistake that | don’t want to make
again is the same one that "saved
the seals.” About 15 years ago
Greenpeace inspired consumer
groups to rally against the killing of
seals in Atlantic Canada by fisher-
men during the winter. Green-

peace-like groups publicized the
events and eliminated the seal-fur
industry. Fifteen years later, the seal
population in Atlantic Canada is
out of control, and fishermen who
had previously supplemented their
income during the offseason by
hunting seals have to compete
against these seals for fish.

The fishermen are losing this
battle. Just this summer fish factor-
ies closed in Nova Scotia, Prince
Edward Island and Newfoundland,
putting thousands of people out of
work and onto unemployment. In
our fervor to "save the seals” we are
killing the Atlantic Canadian fisher-
men who make their living off the
fish. But hey, it's no skin off our
backs. We have to put those cute
little seals ahead of humans lives.

It's easy to get into the habit of
remembering a certain weekly
cause, and then forgetting about it
for the next year. The markings of a
generation which genuinely cares
about the future, is that it is willing
to sacrifice and provide the strong
leadership that it takes to work
through the problems created by
new policies. It’s easy for us to sit
back here in Edmonton and say
that the pulp mill in Athabasca
shouldn’t go ahead, but it'sa whole
lot harder for us to say that "yes,
will help supplement that family’s
income with my own because they
will now no longer have a job.”
Only then can we say that ours is a
generation which has a genuine
concern for the future of our
planet. .

If we don’t make Environment
Awareness Week a year long activi-
ty, then we haven't, and we won't
ever, accomplish anything.

Those University parking woes

by Kisa Mortenson

This was no day to ride a bike. It
looked like the time to hop on
Noah’s arc. Instead, | boarded my
little blue Honda and headed to
the university.

Amazing as it may sound, | found
a FREE parking spot on aside street.
1 sleepily checked out the area for
the ever elusive "no parting” sign
with restrictions... The police were-
n’t going to nab me for some stupid
parking restriction. | was safe... or

so | thought.
The day passed and | began to

think about my little blue Honda...-

How awake was | when | parked? |
walked the 300 km to check on my
car... | was safe. | returned to
campus.

I talked to a friend later that day,

and he said | could park in back of .

his house which was only a mere
100 km from campus. | went back
to my all terrain, I-can-find-a-park-
ing-spot-anywhere-on-campus-ve-

hicle to move it closer to campus.

That’s when | decided to take
that left turn. Terminator 111, police
officer and robber of poor students,
stood in the middle of the road. He
pointed a leathered finger at me,
signaling me over. | had been
nabbed — an illegal left hand turn
at 4 in the afternoon. A $50 ticket
was my penance.

If campus parking doesn’t kill
you, those left turns will.

with the

minor”.

Sponsors:

«=Journal

W

Edmonton’s own

Angela Cheng

Edmonton Symphony

| Orchestra

~ Uri Mayer, conductor
Friday & Saturday, October 6 & 7

8 p.m., Jubilee Auditorium

Programme: Beethoven’s "Piano
Concerto No. 3"; Kulesha'’s
"Dreams”; Franck’s "Symphony in D

TICKETS AT BASS & ESO BOX
OFFICE, 428-1414. Prices startat $8.50
students/seniors.
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/ PARA SPORT
/ SKYDIVE CENTRE

$49.9°

PER PERSON

GROUP RATE

Ph: 444-JUMP
Dental Students’ Association presents
'89 CHEER CHALLENGE

Bears vs Bears Alumni Basketball
after the Game

FRIDAY
OCTOBER 13

$3.00 Admission with game stu
$4.00 without i
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: UPCOMING DINWOODIE CABARETS:

Doug and the Slugs -October 27
The Hoodoo Gurus - November 2
Kelita - November 3

Paul Hyde - November 4

GREATENTERTAINMENT!}
GREAT ENTERTAINMENT!

GREAT ENTERTAINMENT!

- EVERY WEEKEND
"THE PLANT” IS "THE PLACE”

- THE RAULT
BROTHERS

THURSDAY OCTOBER 5 AND
FRIDAY OCTOBER 6

CLOSED SATURDAY OCTOBER 7

"THE QUIET BAR" :
Now Open in the Back Room
on Fridays from 3:00 p.m. - 12:00 p.m.

LOCATED ON CAMPUS DIRECTLY BEHIND

THE DENTISTRY/PHARMACY BUILDING
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