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THROUGH A MONOCLE
INI)ECENCY IN ELECTIONS.

W JiE-NEVER we have a good, racy eltectiofl trial, decent people

are arnazed afresh at the exhalations that corne uip front thc

pit. Can it l)e that this sort of thing is going on in the

cornittee-rooms and lu the upper chambers of discreditable

"hotels" while they-the decent citizens-are making and listening to

enobling addresses, industriotnsly canvassing their neighhoiirs and

tirging everybody to go to the polis and so performn a public duty.

It is to be feared that it can. Get an old political wvorker in a confi-

dential mood some night aud hear the tales that hie wilI tell. If they

are inventions, tieu the political parties have sor-ne of the' finest

fictionists iu the world doiug their dirty work for themn; for there îs

a verisiilfitude about the stories tol(l by these veteraus wvhich woul

make the fortune of any "realist" who possessed the art'of inventing

them.

y ET if this sort of business goes on underground, of wvhat profit

is it for the dcent citizen to stay out nights and listen to piati-

tudinous speeches and get the smoke of bad cigars lu his clothing

and canvass people with more vigour than a book agent displays?

When hie finally talks over another (leceut citizen to his point of view

and so makes* a vote for righteousness, his labour is as completely

lost as any other drop ini the bucket; for he is of little use to his

party when compared with the gentleman of the boiled eye and

obscene grin who hands ont dollar hbis to purchased 'voters who may

or may not deliver the goods they seli. The party of righteouisness

could do wÎthouit him-the decent citizen-but it wouild be irretriev-

ably ruÎcd if the "back-room" manipulator refused to look after bis

fair share of the " 'loose fish." This is the. sort of thing which disgusts

the decent citizen and in'clines hlm to have nothing to do with

polities.

T H1E whole thiug would not be so stnipid if eithier party in(
any great advantage over the other by dabbling in this cess-

Pool. Buit it is g-enerally cpncedjed by good judcges that the "dis-

hionoulrs" are abou-t even. N1,eithier party has a mionopoly of this sort

of cattle; and it is doubtfull whether eit'her bias even anything lilce a

decisive m1ajority of the breed over thie other. Men whio mnake mner-

chiandise of thecir citizenlship freqtiently are in the habit of getting

their moîiey every time fromi the same party; and they wouild feel it

somcthiing of a wrench if they hiad to look elsewhere for the pitiftil

dIole wýhich is enough to buyv thiem, body, mmfid and spirit. Tliey

intend to vote Liberal or Conservative, as the case mnay be, everyr.

lime; but they expect to get some Of thie dog"whiich is beingl

passed ,arouuid for casting thiat vote. We hear men say at electin

trials that they weore tiot asked to vote, and did not promise to vote;

but that they voted and then hecard that there was "mnoney guin

thouglit that they might as well get some.

~N 0W why is it flot possible for the decent men in both pai
Â~combine to disappoint these humanl parasites? If the%

not transfer their greasy patronage from one party shop to thý

and so disturb the balance of political power, they would b

pelled to vote for nothing or stay away from the poils. In th;

they wotild infallibly vote. They have got the voting habii

they would almost certainly vote against the party at wýho

trough they have been accustomed to feed. However, as. they

ail do this, it wotild bc a case of "as yoil wcre," so far as th,

totals are concerned; and politics xvould be rîd of its most

ýand disgusting appendage. it cotuld be done if the decent

were decent enough to trust each other. The fear which votul

inito many minds would be lest the other party should vlil

agreement and make a "deal" with the purchasable vote. But

have gone pretty far iu the degredation of the Canadian'people

are flot enough thoroughly decent men in each constituency t

such an agreement and live up to it.

4.,

BR UT what of the "wicked partners"? What would preveî

Sof the serni-deceut mnembers of a party fromi viotating- t

behind the backs of their wholly decent colleagues? The re

one thing that will do it;-- and that is the willingness of a whlî 3ll

con tingent to make this subject of honest voting the paramloi

-where necessary-for an clection or two. Let them gih

colleagues-semni-decent and otherwise-to understand th at

fnd that the election bas been won for their side by a breach
-understanding, they xvill ait the next election transfer their

bodily to the other party, no miatter what herrings the semi

coterie may try to draw across thci trail. This-if the sem

tol*k can be made to believe it-will settie the matter; for the

the gamne to win. If they knew that playiug false on one

wvold( infallibly lose theni the election ou the next, they wvol

honest and try to win both events.

AND) it wouild be easy for the (lecent section t6 take thih

ini Canada to-day; for we have no other issues. There is

at stake between the parties at ail approaching in imiporta

question Of ho-nest polling. it would be far better worth oi

to cleanse the, temple of the franchise of this herd of

changers" than to, put either of our parties ini or ont a dloze

Tt would miake far more difference in our politics, ini our pui

in fixe polcy of whatever goverrument might corne to the tor

the future of the Doinion. Can we not accomplish a h

combine of thie decent elements to cleanse our worse than

stables?
THE MONOCLE M

THEP HISTORIC W OODEN

TrhafMO 1O kiok nuch like the Don de PDut4 in wbich Chaniplain landjed at Quebec

the year before Hudsotn salled up through the State of New York. Cbalnpl*lfl
and Hudson seern both to have been unawate of pariallel 49.
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