
CANADIAN COURIER.

tudes to northward of the Upsalquitch and
Ottanoonsis.

Amosxg the furred and feathered dweilers of
these eastern wilds there was no tradition even of
any such scourge as this swift, ravening pack. 0f
Woives there was, indeed, a sort of dim, inherited

meo, but it had to do with the smail eastern,
or"ady" Wolf, courageous enougli in its way,

but flot worth having nightmares about. No bear
or moose had ever paid much attention to the cloudy
Wolf, which had been practicaily unknown in these
parts for upwards of haif a century. But rumours
of the new scourge carried a chili to hearts which
had hitherto, had littie acquaintance with f ear; and
a sort of obscure panic heralded the invasion ail
down the wild rivers and the desolate plateau lakes.
So it fell that of the ruiing tribes of the region
none for a time crossed the path of the invaders.
The swarming rabbits and the abundant deer kept
the pack in fair hunting; and at the same time, in
their astonished retreat, led it an ever eastward.

But this to which they we re now corne was a
country of bears, and it was inevitable that the pack
shouid fail foui of theni. One day as the eight swept
floiseiessly on the hot trail of a deer-noiseessly,
because the wise leader had taught them the need
of silence in the dangerous forests of their birth,
and they seldom gave tangue except when the urge
of the full moon was too overpawering ta be re-
sisted-they almost ran inta a huge black beast
which stood directiy across the trail, clawing at a
rotten stump. Trhey stopped short, spread out înta
a haif circle, and stood an tip-toes, the hair on their
ridged necks and shoulders bristiing stiffiy.

The hear was equally surprised. An aid, solitary,
and bad-tempered individuai of his highiy individual
race, he had neither heard of nor sensed the in-
vasion of the terrible hybrids; nor wouid he have
paid xnuch attention had he sensed it ever so clearly.
He was nat a subj ect for panice. Whirling about
to face the intruders he sat back on bis haunches,
grumbled deeply in his throat, lifted one great paw
with its long, curved claws prajectîng, and with
lowered head eyed bis opponentÈý feariessly. Be
wa>s ready~ for a fight, without regard ta conse-
lquences. At the same time he was equaiiy ready
for peace, on condition that he was left severeiy
alane. Be was tao interested in grubs, and ber-
ries, and rotten lâgs, to think of seeking a fight for
its own sake.

wolve
e bear

s were not hungry; and they feit that
would prove ne easy prey. In irreso-

-y they waited tili their leader shouid
r attack. 'Vheir leader, however-who
inches, with lolling tangue, just before

the half-circie-was in no hurry ta
as studying the foe; and also waiting
As befitted sa wary a leader, he had

itience.
Et the bear had not. Presently appear-
up bis mind that the gaunt strangers
La interfere witix bis pursuit cf wood-
ned once mare te the stumoi and tare

and in due time made its kili. Feasting an the warmn
venison, it got over its discomfiture; and its iost
member was easiiy forgotten. But it had iearned
a useful lesson.

IT was two days after this that the woives carne ta
the lake of the barrens, and f rom the dark covert

of the fir-woods stared forth wonderingly upan the
first moose which they had ever seen.

Two days eariier, the woives would have re-
garded these two tail, ungainly shapes an the beach,
black against the water, as but a kind of exaggerated
deer, and would have flown at them withaut hesita-
tion. But now they remembered the bear. They
did not quite trust the colour of these two high-
shouldered, long-muzzled strangers, with their wide
splay.hooves and indifferent air. They waited for

THE WAR CORRESPONDENT.THE modemn war correspondent does not get
a fair chance. Be is no longer on or near
the field of battie. Be can no longer de-
scribe the engagements at first-hand, and he

is not permitted to see anything that the officers in
command do flot want him ta see. He is virtuaily
reduced ta getting his information at second-hand
frani the group of combattants ta which he is
attached; and it is no wander that he is often the
victim of the "new tactics" which censist in securing
maral support for the beiligerent pation by magnify-
ing its successes in the field. 0f caurse, the larger
facts cannot be kept from him. A great defeat
wili be s0 obvious that it cannot be denied. But
his friends, the commanders of his army, wiii be
about as garrulous aver miner reverses as railway
officiais are when a reporter tries ta find out the
details of an accident on the "line." It is anly
fair ta reniember this as we read the contradictory
and about-to-he-contradicted despatches f rom the
Balkan Peninsula. They are not the observations
of the correspondents. They are the optimistic
dreanis of the combattants.

TN the late japo-Russian War, the Japanese Gov-
ernment kept ail the Buropean and Amecrican

war carrespandents locked up in Tokia for weeks
after hostilities began, and then enly permitted a
representative or two of the whole "«corps" ta pro-
ceed ta the mainland where they were kept f ar'be-
hind the actuai fighting-frent cf the army. Ail they
saw was the field of battie after the deadly simoon
had lone Dassed. The same thinz happened in this

the signal of their wary leader. And that signal,
again the wary leader was in no hurry ta give. He
was uncertain what prowess, what unexpected ener-
gies, might iurk in these bulks that seemed so like
and yet sa unlike deer. But when at last the two
moose, daunted by the unknown, suddeniy plunged
into the water and swam off through the orange
glow, he concluded they were a quarry to be hunted.
Alone he staiked forth upan the open beach, gazed
fixediy after the fugitives for some minutes tili he
made sure where they were bound for, and then
stared appraisingly up and down the shores as if
calculating the circuit of the water. Having
apparentiy decided which wouid be the shortest way
around, he stalked back inta the shadows.A
moment later the pack was under way at full run

(Continued on page 28.)

of a "haif-back," trying to report a foot-baIl game.

Q O there is nothing for the war correspondents to
~~~do but keep In touch with headquarters and

send out the news parcelied up and given ta them.
This system has its defects-as aIl readers of war
news from the Balkans are now perdeiving. It is
apt to be aptimistic on both sides. You really oniy
feel sure of a victory when the defeated army re-
ports a repulse. Then, naturally, the importance of
operations is exaggerated. When an autpost is
captured, the victors feel as if they had broken the
chief uine of defence of the enemy; whiie the
enemy regard the loss of a fortress as no more than
"falling back" to more favourable fighting ground.
And there is no neutrai war correspondent who can
see the whole thing and judge for himself. He has
unfortunateiy declined from the proud position of
a judge or an umpire, and become littie hetter than a
"4press agent" for the army with which he "messes."

0~ N the oCher hand, every evil having its com-
''pensations, we were neyer so promptly served

with war news as we are ta-day. The telegraph
wire foliows the war correspondent into the camp;
and the whole worid knows of a brilliant action
within a few hours of its compietion. Before the
wounded have been brought in, the partisans of the
winner are cheering their victory in the safe streets
of their far-away cities. We, in Canada, are more
closeiy in touch with the battlefields of the Balkans
than the people of England were with Waterloo.
0f course, there were no press correspond ents'at
Waterloo. The war correspondent is a reiativeiy
modern invention. But when the military opera-
tians permitted the pressman to watch them, he had
te send bis letters ta the home papers by slow mail.
Thus tbey became at least as much criticismns of
the campaign as bulletins of battles; and when the
public get its news, it got somne illuminating com-
ment at the same time.

N 'ATURALLY the majority of foreigný corres-
pondents have gone into this Balkan War with

the Buigarian army. That is the force which is
iikeiy to see most of the fighting-it was easier
te reach Sofia than Constantinople-eoutsiders would
probably be given more freedom by Bulgarian than
by Turkish commanders-and the connection with
the teicgraph system of Europe weuld he more
direct and constant f rom the camp of Czar Fer-
dinand than from that of the Turklsh generais.
The Bulgarian army is the most compact and effec-
tive single force in the struggie. It ought to do
the best work, mnia for man. The indifference of
the Tiirk te death will be matched by the enthusiasm
of the Buigar in this fight for the safety cf bis
kindred, and the German training cf the Turkish
army has been offset by Germa» and French train-
ing of the Bulgarian soidiers. As for arms, the
Bulp-ars will bc at least as weli eauinned and nrah..-


