
CANADIAN COURIlER.

Is Canada B1ocking Imperial Unity ?
Recent Symptoms Seem'to Show That We are Becoming Politically Cross -Eyed

CANADA is a national paradox; on te one
band it shouts for King and Empire, wlule
on the other It refuses to recognize well-
deflned Iinporlal obligations. Any prominent

Britisher coming to' Canada will be overwlielmed
witli courtesies and good-will. He wlll be satiated
wltli talli about Canada's loyalty to the Crown. It

may even be intîmated to hlm tliat If Great Britaln
ever neods mon or monoy to help lu a European war,
Canada wll sacrifice everything It possosses Iu tliat
behalf. At the samne time, tliree liundred and fifty
Sikhs, citizens o! tlie Empire, are marooned lu Van-
couver liarbour. because the Canadian Govorument
and th~e Canadian courts wlll not allow tliem to land
lu thie white man's country.

DurIng the past session o! the Dominion Parlia-
ment, an act was passedl providing that a citizen o!
Australia or New Zealand or Newfoundland may be-
come a Canadian citizen with a sllglit formallty,
even tliough ho may have been eriginally a Gorman,
a Russlan or a Turli. A similar measure 1ea before
the British Parhiamout and the other Dominion logis-
latures. Ail theae measures are dosigned to givo
the eltizene o! all -the countries of the Brltanlc
Alliance equal standing when tliey migrate from one
unit to anothor, or travel abroad. If a, citizen of tlie
United States is naturahlzed lu Canada, lie can go
ever te Great Britalu and down to, Australla and
kuow that hoe la a British subject, and as sucli en-
titled te the protection and riglits o! the British fiag.
Yet, while delng this thing for their own benefit,
Canadias refuse to recognize that thie reaidente of
Britishi India have any riglits wlien tliey migrate to
Canada.

Would net the dlslnterested obiserver naturally
conclude that Canada will support and recognize the
Bitisli Empire only so far as lit serves Cansds'e
interests te do se?

N O sth asf th Hrlusth noewhich
aud flgliting Imperialieni. At the Imperlal Conl-

forence, lu 1909, Cjanada agroed te do certain thinge
In conuectlon with Brltannic defeuce on the higli
seau. Canada and Australia eaci agreed te build a
naval unit whlcli lu times of peaco sliould guard the'
counltry whiali oreated it sud in time e! war aliould
lie at the disposai of the Empire as awhole. Canada
dellberately brolie that agreement.

It lias been clalnted thut the agreement referred
te ws mnade by Sir Wilfrld Lairier, tien Premier
of Canada, anid Is net binding on Sir Robert Borden,
bis succeseor lu office. Tiat la a liollow dlaim.
Elther Sir Wilfrid Laurier made a treaty witli Great
BrItaiu aud Australia, or the Imperial Conference la
net a recognlzed institution. If Sir Wllfrid Laurier
made a treaty on Canada's behalf, tien Slr Robert
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Borden is under a moral obligation to observe its
termis. Wliat would be thouglit of President Wilson,
of the UJnited States, if lie refused to be bound by
the international treaties mnade by Taft and Roose-
velt, his predecessors ln office?

There was only one way out for Sir Robert Borden.
He could have asked, the other goverumnents lu the
Britannic Alliance to cail another Imperlal Confer-
ence and revise thie naval plan agreed upon. He dld
flot do It. Therefore, lie dellberateiy broke the treaty
Canada made witli all the other Britishi countries
represented at that conference.

On his belialf, thougli net in lis defence, lot It be
said that lie broke that treaty witli tlie consent of
Mr. Winston Churchill. But that only serves to make
Mr. Churchlill equally gullty witli himself. Indeed,
tliis saine MT. Churchlill etrucli a dooper biorw at lIi-
perlallsmn wlien lie went fartlier and refusod to carry
out the agreement made by Mr. Asquith to plant a
British fieet Iu southeru Paciflc waters to co-operate
witli the Australian and New Zealand forces.

If Mr. Churchill and Sir Robert Borden liad pos-
sessedl any higli regard for the Imperial Conforonce
of 1910 and tlie compacts muade thore, Canada would
have lad a fieet unit Iu the liarbours of Canada, as
Australla lias a nearly-completed fleet witliin Aus-
tralian waters. It Is nlot 4 question of wlietlier Can-
ada sliould have a fooet uinit or not, but slmply a
question o! wliother Canada Io sufflciently enamoured
of Imperialism to keep lier Iniperial bargains.

J 'udging from. theso facte, Canada feels a vory eliglit
moral obligation to keep any pact made witli other
portions o! the Empire. Our conventions. witli Aus-
tralla, New Zoaland and Soutli Africa sliould surely
be as binding as tliose wltli Germany or the United
States.

A NOTRR action which Indicates that Canada la
working tow'ards a wltlidrawal froi -the
Britannie Alliance is our attitude towardi Ails-

tralia and New Zealand. These two Dominions were
deeply lncensed over tlie breaklng of the Imperlal
Treaty of 1909, by Mr. Churcll and Sir Robert
Borden. They protested vigorously, but wlthout
avail. Tliey thon suggested a naval conference
eithor lu Vancouver or London, In order that the
question ef Britannic naval defence lu the Pacifie
miglt be takeon up afresh and a new.plan adopted.
But Mr. Cliurchill and Sir Robert Borden have re-
fused to meet them. Iu thie. way, these two states-
mon have practically told the Australlans and New
Zoalanders that the Pacific la to, le lefi to the tender
merdies of Japail. Thi Ie tlie ment serlous blow
aimed at Imperlalî Ianiu recent years.

In consonance wltli thie policy, the Borden Gov-

ernment stripped thie "Ralnbow" and put It on the
scrap-heap at Esquimaît. The "Rainbow" was a
email cruiser, purcliased ln 1910, for training pur-
poses, and placed on Canada's Pacific Coast. It was
the humble beginning o! a fooet unit on the Pacific
whlcli would bo a tribute te Canada's recognition of
lier Ijuperial responsibilltles. But oven this inslg-
nificant beglnniug was rutlilessly ",scrapped" by the
Borden Govorument. The other day, when tlie Hindus
on board the "Komagata Maru" mutiniod ami were
ordered deperted, tliere was no cruiser to per!ormi
the police duty. Tlie despieed "Rkalnbow"' would
have beon splondldly useful to upliold Canadian
sovereignty on tliat occasion, but it liad been sacri-
ficed te party spirit or Imperial antagonism.

L ET us hope that the situation la not no bad as

break away from the Empire. It may ,be that
oui refusai te carry ont the agreement of, 1909, our
refusal to consuît wlth Australia and Ne* Zealand
with regard te Pacifie defence, our refusai to recog-
nize the Britishi cltizensliip o! the Sikhs wio linoek
at our door, and the uncompromlsing attitude o! botli
Conservatives and Liberale lu regard to 'a non-
partisan settlement o! the naval question, are due
to ignorance rather than. Intention.

Indeed, Sir Robert Berden fnds a defender lu Mr-
Richard Jebli. WritIng lu the firet issue (May) o!
the new "Brltannic Review," Mr. Jebb says:

"No eue can seriously blame the Government of
any Dominion for lgnoring an agreoment whlcli thie
British Goverument bia lready abandoned. Ha
Mr. ýChurehuhl been loyal te the pelicy e 1909, it i
tolerably certain that Mr. Borden, for hie part, woild
have been well satisfied te strengthen and expedit
the Laurier programme Insteaid o! throwlng It; upol
the .scrap-hoap. Party spirit, no doubt, was runnin
higli; but party spirit lias nover yet over-rlddeni th
Canadian Instinct o! duty te the Empire when th
caîl was clear."

This le very kind o! Mr. Jebb, and Sir Robert wl
ne deubt appreclate the defeuce e! hlmself and O
(3anadian loyalty. Nevertlieless, Sir Robert linoýw
that It lias been utterly Impossible te got hie !olloes
te accept the Laurier naval pelicy, or to get Sir Wl
frid Laurier to -ment hlm, haîf wsy. Ho linows ha
party spirit on both sides at Ottawa lias -trliled tl
thie question, used it as a football, and has etruc
a blow at Imperial, unity, the offeet o! which It wl
take many years to repair.

Wliat senne le tiere In talling o! the Ideals O
Empire, wlien thie people and theo polîticians dont
care a penny about imperial obligations and are c1ý
cerned only wlth their banli acceunts, their won-e
and their own petty glorifications?

riental Menace in New Zealand
A Leuter Giving the Details of Sir Ian Hamilton's Warning and The Naval Policy

ligton, Jiue dtli.

ing sei
the Pai

"A tl
of ils u

F~rom Our Special Representalie
s, se It Io wlth nome of the old nations e!

1 obvlous reason, la that the P>acifie, iu spito
,efu1 naine, la more stormy than other more
o*ans. While we would all deplore such a
cy, it la cenceivable that spart from the

Nature there znay be preater sud more
Dnvixialons than ever in the past. That la
ie, Pacifie c I the zneetlug-grouud net ef
ýut of continents. Here it may lie declded
&Alatles or Europeaus are golng te guide
des o! ibis planet. Those are more or lea
xasons; but there are othere which I belleve
1 sud true, althougli they are more or loua
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Enropean sliopkeepers. What a change liad
wrought wheu I went there, two years ugo, tc
Sir George White'e place as president o! Ladys
The shopkeepers'had vaulehed, and their place
been talion by Bunyalis sud Coolies, 'wli ex]
a couple o! meals o! rice a day. Whuie thoso C
have ne consotructive or progressive talent, tliey
the knack of liandlng sud accumulatlng mon~
a uloety.

A REAL DANGER POINT.
"T:his, then, le the point o! the story. This

roason wiy, Iu the time e! progress and prosi
Aixatralla sud New Zealand are lnstinctivoly
the neeessity o! preparing for defence. If
with hlgh ideals sud standards are ferced t,
cheeli by jowl with people o! low standards ai]
Ideals, they must elther become slave-drive
sinli te the level o! these by whem they ar
rounded, and thus lie beaten. 0f course, New Z(
la stUl a long way off from thi danger, but Aui
lu net se far off."

These are the remarks whichx, cabled ln subi
tn thei i.nt tif t~h. -,,,A h,- ý ++.


