
firm-muscled, anil free from ail the flabbiness tbat
the East smears upon the weak, had aise mnade hlm
insensitive. It mattered nothing to him that as curlo-
dealer lic was looked down upon by a handfui of men
lie dcspised. There were others thougli before wbom
It wouid not be s0 easy to carry himself as jauntiiy.

The big bull of -the liuer towered over tbem as
they tossied about in their ýcockle-sbcil of a craft.
There were traders hurryiug up the gangway, and
passengers coming down. Somewhere up In the
spaces o! the maln-dcck an excited voies said:

"Oh, dad, I sbouid hike to go ashore in one of those
sampans."

The person addressed, a stout, cleric oid .gen-
tleman witb a white hlmet and coloureil giasses
stirred. slightly in bis deck chair. The worry and
bustie of going ashore seemed to have an effect on
oneor more of those elaborate Illnesses lie had corne
East te combat.

"Don't lic foolish, Nina," lie said, brusquely. "The
launcli will be heredirecthy. Can't you aec it coin-
ing, Mac?",

The tall, dark man who was lounging by tlie rails
said, siowly:

"Ys-it's coming now."1

IT edged up slhntiy feeling its way to the bottoin
of the gangway. The girl leaning over the side
was absorbcd In watcblng a !aiiy sampan ln

which an airnond-cycd baby playcd about, securely
ticil to the mast by a cou of rope, whule a couple of
fowls clucked In a cage at the bows. Her brown
eyes were fuIl of Interest, but U4 was liardly this
or any other particular thing that made ýtbem giow,
nor was it the scen~t andl celour o! the East. Se
stoodtapping one o! the iowcr rails witli ber poInteil
sboc. and the wind billowed out lier blouse o! white
silk that was curt 10w at the neck.

"Corne aiong, Nina," said lier father, at iast, "1al
the rest are going. 1 doni't belleve that confounded
steward bas brouglit my dressing-case up from the
cabin. . . . Hallo, wliat's this? Another hotel
advertisement?"1

Beverley hll comes up the deck and presenteil bis
card.

"No," lie sald, briskiy. "Just a reminder tha-t if
you want some rare olil china it can be lad at that
address. I don't want to brag, but we bave oppor-
tunities o! acquirlng it that éthers havcn't. We
have a buyer continuaiy In the Interlor, and lie
knows every bit o! pottery that's worth havinag froin
Lhazsa to Newolwang-"

HIe went on 'talking ini an extravagant style that
was not habituai to hlm, for just then lie partlcularly
wantcd to feel at case. Under the deck-awnings lie
stood, big and voluble ln bis white ducks and yacht-
ing-cap, a rather cynioai smlle twlstlng 'bis lips, as
If lie werc listenlus to some automatlec heap-jack,
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while the girl watched hlm strangely. He did nlot
once glance at lier, thougli every nerve and fibre of
hlm seemed aware of hier gaze. As for Nina, bier
brain seemed cbiefly alive to physIcal impressions,
to the way lie had broadened and filied out, to the
dark tan of bis face, and bis careless, aggressive
mariner.

She stood by the rails as if numbed, while lier
f atber crusbed tbe card ini bis hand and .passed on.
Then, as Beverley came up to bier, slie said, drily:

"You don'tseemn to reinmber me."
"Ob, I think so," bie said. "You are Miss Nina

Brayne, aren't you?"
"Hfow clever of you to think of the name."
"Not at ail," lie said, careiessly. "I've got a fairly

long memory. I'm not always as grateful tu it as
now, tliough."

T HERE was somethlng qulte pointlessly unreal
about bis pollteness, and it chIlied. ber into
reserve. She becaine very mucli aware o! the

space of time that seemed -to corne down suddenly
like a porteullis and shut ýoff everything that was
waitlng to be sald. He at once became part o! the
surroundings that were strange and alien to lier.

"What have you been doing ?" she asked, 'at lat.
"Oh, anything," lie said, fiippantly. "At present if

you want any china or oid curies, I can fit you :out.
1 don't thinli I bappen to have a catalogue with me."

,He feit in is plockets, and there seemed something
Ironie about bis action.

IMac's liere,"1 she said, quickiy. "HIe traveiled over
wlth us."

"Naturally,"
"1t, was Just by chance lie happened to loin the

saine boat. He liad te take a six-inonths' holiday
or risk a break"down. ,I think he's looking af'ter the
baggage now."

She glanced over to where the stewards were f uss-
ing about with suit-cases and liand-luggage at tbe
bead of the ýgangway.

"Tell him. I'd like ýto see hlm when he's -got any
lime to spare," lie saicd, abruptiy. "He'll know where
to flnd me--at least 1 gave your father a card. Good-
byefor the present. 1 miay happen to Sse you again
before you leave."

There was a 1sting in biýs bow, and the cool way
in which lie sauntered off. »

Her face was flushed as she rejoined lier father,
wbo was sitting htmself In the launcb. and adjusting
bis smoked glasses.

"«Who was tbat ?" lie asked, "Yeu seexned to know
him, Nina."

She looked out abs'ently over tlie strip of dancing
w'ater.

"Mr. Beverley," she said, "a friend o! Mac's. HIe
came East four Or five years'ago."1

"Beverley," lie said, tbougbtfuliy. "Beverley?
yes, I remember. That young man who--well,
I suppose it's no good raking that up now."

S IIE re-arranged bier skirts and looked 11P
b main deck wbere Beverley was wanderiflg

distributing is cards among the few remai
passengers. Ie seemed unconcerned and iritent
the inatter in band. In truth, the re wýas a hlo0
impressions busiiy sorting tbemaselves out in]
brain, and.,combining with that fund of cyBIl
wbich most men carry secretly hidden in their
as a weapon for tbeir own protection. He waSI
by the added -sincerity and depth tbat had coins
bier eyes, and tlie lack of tliat provocative CccU
which. was once so apparent, but time iniglit
tauglit lier that tbe most effective art conceais i

Tbe sampans were now scurrying towards
,sbore, and tbe iast passenger bail left the i
Beverley sauntered down the gangway, and sli
into bis own boat, lying back in the bows
scribbling a note as they headed, towards the sli

"I must see Mac," lie thouglit. "Tbere's no re
at ail wliy lie should try to dodge me."

And wben tbe string bandl 'was piaying that 1
in, a littie caf e overiooking tbe water, lie st
In and teok bis seat near the window. He waS
derlng a good deai how Ma-c would look, and m'hl
there was any possibillty of! resuming that
frlendship that bad knit together their boyhood..
thin mist o! bis cigarsmoke quickened lis vl
and bie saw again tbe two of tbein in knickers, figl
each otlier's batties doggediy; then at collegý
gether breaking the same ruies and burning the
aliowance of midniglit oul franticaiiy just bef0rn
exams. came; then again- as young mnen settil-g
ln company for the'long struggie, careless Of
thiug till tbe irony of. things brouglit about the
smash.

The band was playing an airy waltz, andl tbr
the open window lie couid see the liglits of a -'
of slips winking ac ,roassthe water. Thie soft fit~
of the tropic nigilt seemed to touci ýail tbing9s ca
ingly and lay a speli upon tbemn.

"Weil, Phul said a voice behind bim.
HIe turned round to see Mace standing there, 10,c

unconfortaÉble and. 1,11 at case, inclined, to a fc
and exaggerated geniaiity. it mails hlm stîff en
self unconsciousiy.

"Weii," was ail lie could say.
They ,sat down together, and the Chinese

lvurried up with a traýp and glasses. Tbe talk
foillowed was about trivial things, and they Wat
ecd other closely as m&n do wbo know th8.t
wor"l are divorced from the reahity o! their thElW
Mac's thin, dark face bad become lincd and flirro
a'nd bis eyes were a littie resticas.

(Continued on page 17.)

GERMANY'S TASK IN RUSSIA
A nother Optimistic Article Based -Upon Sound Military Observation

MYlast article polteil out somte o! the diffi-
culties w'blcl lieset thc !urthcr progress e!
the Germnans int Russia, as a prelimlnary
for examlning the probabilty o! any traas!er

o! consîderabie forces frein Poland into Flanders,
dwclliiug specialily on the impossibility o! consohl-
datlug a hastlly reconaîructeil raiiway la the lime
liefore the comlag o! tbe autunin raîns. The crea-
tion o! gi>od roads-it would have to lie "creation,"
because there are no inelalied roada in Russie-
would be an ebvieus method o! alleviallng the situa-
tion, but, un!ortuualely for the Gernuans, tlicy are
la this case s.iso up againsl physical difficulties
equaily insuperable under the lmitations o! lime
andl labour whlcli confront 11cm, because there 15
no material o! any 'description except tiuuler la the
wbole theatre o! operations, nlot even gravel lu the
river lieds.

Tii a somewhal similar case la Baluchistan w. had
te imnort our ballast for rallways bly sea frein Erng'
land, visa Karachl-an expedienit obvlouaiy imnpossible
te Gerunany at thc present lime. Even timber for
corduroy roads, at besî a poor expedient for jrealiy
heavy traffic, la oniy avaihable lu the immediate
vlcinity o! lbe forestS, for the Germaus bave no,
longer any borses to spare for baulage, as the Rus,
sians have thlven thein ail before themin l thoir
retreat. Tbese are flic bed-rock <acts la lhe situa-
tien, wblch people who niake war frein their aria-
chairs consistently overlook, sand science witlioul
time andl labour at ils command is as powerless te
ovcrcouc 11cm as w. wcre lu the Cimea more than
bal! a century ago.

THEN AND NOW.

IT is odd bpw close Is the paralci between the
situationts then and now. Tbere, toe, our pro-
greas depended upon bbc accumulation o! siege

artlllery and am.unilin in quantilies adequato te
level the, Russian parapets with lhe gr<>und, but
thrqughout thie long winter the two miles o! muil
separabig the harbour o! Balaklava. <roui the basea
depots delayed aIl prgestli the wea.tber condi-
lions changed, and even lIen tIings went elowly
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enougli; but for eacli mile we then had te traverse
the Germnans now must cross aimost a bundreil.

Little aid, therefore, can lie expecteil by the
Germans froin any visible means of communication
except the raiiways, and since ut takes days to
accumulate animunition enougli for a single day's
igling, ber further ailvance can only take place liy

a serles o! spasmodic efforts, w'hlch can only i'ecur
at fixeil time intervals, the duration o! wbicli Lhe
Russians, knowlng the extent o! damage tliey in-
fliiteil on the bridges andl track, can estimate witb
a considerabie approacli to accuracy. The Germian
lieavy guns must o! necesslty be divided into groups,
because net only would no man ln bis senses dreain
of dlstriliuting Ilica uniformiy, say, one te thc mile
o! front, but because, lieing depeudent on the rail-
ways, tliey muest remain ln close proximlty to thein,
because the difficulty o! laIerai distribution frein
the railway depols reniains in any case.

On the ilays, therefom'e, wlien the German guns
break ont into actlvity, îhe Ruasiaus, wlio, bclng at
present unliampereil by heavy transport, possess thie
ailvantage of mobiiity, can operate belweeu the fanks
o! 'the groupa o! siege artillery, andl then wlien the
necessary pause in the tre o! the latter sets la tley
can press forwar4 agalu by siege inethods andl
threaten le stornm the works by whicli the siege guns
are proteotcd ln suob a mariner that aay move or
wi$thdrawal o! lte latter becomies an1 impossibility.
But as 50011 as the Russlan trooPs arrive in adequate
numbers-and sooner or laer tbis superiority must
lie established-lba pressÈ on thie intervals lietweei
the siege-gua groups must become se beavy thal
wllbdrawal becomes a uecessity, and how that willh.
drawal lis b lie effected ln face o! au army which
bam proveil itseif superior ln ail fors o! normal
fighllng-i.e., w1thoul lIe support o! heavy guns-la
a problein I wlll lcave te Ihe Gei!maa Staff tc> settle;
and I 'do ni>t envy thein the taelc.

O! course il Is Impossible te state wi'tb accuracy
liere in Englanil how long 8uch a condition maly
endure; -but one lias oniy to consider wbat would

happen if the relative difference la efficiend3
ýtwo sides became extrenie-I.e., If the Russa
as superior te tie Gerinans la flghtlng power
the British were te the mulineers la India
or as superior In aumbers as the Allies WE
the French aftcr Leipzig,, wben tbey sîniPl
gardeil bbc fortresses bell by thc latter an'
on throiÎgh tbe gaps lietween Ihein on their
Paris. The idea, is the saine; the differei
oniy la degrce.

RUSSIANS AS FIGHTERS.

T HAT the Russianls are superlor as figliters
~tain, primarly on their exploits hast Y'

in particuhar by tlie extraordlnary cour'
endurance they displayed in the ieng-drawn-01
o! combats la the Carpathians, wbere the XIý
the grounil andl cliniate denied theni evezi
degree o! support la their attacks w'hich thei
complemient o! fild artllery wouid oticrwi
afforded llicm. Andl that the Germans !ully r(
Ibis supcriorily 1 deduce from thie fact th
have been compehleil te abandon ahi their 1
conceptions as to the value of mobilliy andl 1
the slege artlillery solution as the onhy 1
methoil of placing themacêlves on an equali
their castern adversaries.

Tliey are as weil aware o! ail these Poil
ami aysel!, because wc ail drew Our insplratio
,tialy from. the~ saine source, eften frei tl
persons; and ia everythlng blisy have do]]
their great off ensive broke down hast winte
see ýoniy a seriea o! ýdesperale eff orts t0
diplomatic opinion by the extent o! thie tel
and local successes galueil. They, the Stal
qulte well that anytýhing approachlng a deciý
tory is uow beyond tbeir reacli, and hope 0:
they may lbe able te coaceal their own mtr


