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The Great Electric StruggleTITIE Ontario Gox ernilient and the Citv of Troronitu
on the one side and the Torunto andNagr
Pouwer Conmpany, the lectrical De\ elopi nunt

Companyv anîd the Toronto -Electrie Light Colînpanly on
tbe other, arc having a battie royal. The duils of the
figlit should inberest every citizen in the Doinion be-
cause of the principles iîîvolved.

The events whîch led.up bo the present situation may
bc briefly told. The Toronto 1El-ectric Light Company
lights the streets, business places andtim oss of Toronto
which use electricity. it aiso supplies il thle electric
puwer of the city> 'except in the case of certaiin large-
firins who gencrate their own power anti liglît anid in the
case of bhe Toronto Railway Company wh-iïch also pro-
duces its own power. Those interestud iiu the Toronto
Electrie L.igbt Company and the Toronto Rilwaý;y Coin-
pany souglit to, get power front Niaigira Falls. Th'i"

tirms there refused to seli except at what waiscnsird
an oxorbîtant rate. These people then formeti twý.o new.
companties. The Electrical Developmnt Comipany bas al
plant ut Niagara Falls, produces and distributes pwr
For the purpose of transmiitting the puwcvr to Toronto,
the Development Company uses a transmission Iiie built
and owneti by the Toronto andi Niagara Cumipany. At
the outskirts of the cit3, tbis power is solid bu the To-
ronto Electric Ligbt Comipaniy and the TorontoRila
Company, whieh carry it througbi the citv, the fo)rmeir
for distribution, the latter for operating thev stree-t c-ars.
Ail these companies aire provinicial inoprtosexcept
the company which, owns the trntsmissioni unie ; itb is
working under a Dominion chairter.

THE GOENETMOVES.

Enter the Goverumiient of Otario. There is a cry
that Toronto andi other Ontatrio iiuniicipialities are, to be
bled by an 'electric poweur ioolyl. Ilin. Aii Bueck
to the rescue wî-th a PwrCommission. The 01ntario
Govertumenýit, atter investigation, decides to bii trants-
mission fines tbroujtgbouýtt ontalrio, if the muwnicipalitiesý

will make contracts tu take sullicient pwrto justif y
tbe expenditure. This powevr is tu 1w liouigbt frointheb

Ontario Pow-er Comipany, al 1litedi Ste(oncern witb
a plant on the Canadian mode ot thie Fals. ounto andt
other inunicipalities vote on poerbvlasan aprv
the scheme. Thet Goverunit gus .on, maikes a pro~-
visional contract for the power, andi tells Toronito it is
ready to signt a cuntract. The City Council get a re-
port un whiat it will cuat tu puit lut a rceiving station
and tu place wvires on the streets andi underground. A
partial distributing plant will :oSt twuo andi a halt
millions, anti a by-law is bu bie subm)iiittcd( at thtc mniiiu-
pal elections on Janutary ist bu speni this arnioujnt (It
muoney.

This lýeing" the li-story in brief turmn, there are sm
questions to be alsked andanwrd

Huow is it that. the Ontario Governiment is vintcring
intu comtpetîtion with comipanies wvhich have ralad
spent fouirteen million dollars or thetreabou()Its in, pirov(iig
for the present service ? The .%emet il] spendl(
blirc or four millions on a transmrission limie, anti thtý
City ut Toronito i bu spenti two and a half million,- on
a distribution plant. Later, thlt Ciby, il il, gues uni bu,
the legibimnate conclusion of the enterprise, will speni
fBye or six millions. Hiere, then, i,, tel, mlillionls bu bc
spent to comnpete wibh fouirbeen millions arayivsei
Ten mlillions ut public money againast fourteen, mIillions ut
private capital. Ib looks omninous, buit that duecs flot
explain why. The real reason probably is "fear"-teatr
on the part of liglit anti power users thiat the private
companies will charge exorbitant prices. The history ofl
these comipaniies and of the men whuo operabe thetin is
that they are none too lenient in bthe treatmnent utf the

pxîblik su the consunmersdi ae The impression is
probahly duev to the aiiturtîc11 a1lt ILd 4 Ille uî.înaIgv1r
of the coinpaics. Thcyu haNu e fîlvd to reassure the pub-
lie by Lh,îîcyed wrsand smiuth I)romnis Morvover,
the puiblic onr hi acllus has got to work wvith a
v-enlgeaince, ilnd, clItix ted( by hunlgry esppr and
ambI1itions politicianis, it. lias penetratted the blood of the
people.

TIIE REASONABLE S01A1ION.

The propur resuit of the agitaition Mlîîch has goîwe
on for tWo>( oýr tbiree years would be a igrcmn whicb

woul reglatethe rates at which the lcreIvlo
ment ioipan tam the Toonoluctric Ligýht o an
wvouid sdil powýer. Control of ratus wvould bwuav
effctiveý anld less epîsv.It woulld en1suire to 1t1e
pubilicý more adxaniitaigcs, thani tan be ginedi hyv al Coin
peting plant. it is thie wîsur solution frfon au eunmonuc
point of view. Hoeeit talkes two eol to iiiakt aI
b)argain, anid thouigh thecre hatve bue t-inlt mlade. t,
cornel to stich an agreveent, nieithevr pitrty, wias \vry
sincure lin itsdsie

Thle City of Tornto is ridiing fo)r a lu. Tt hias
manyii important scheivles on hun1id whidh art, Iilih mol(re
important thani its fighlt wvit thI le Toruntlo Elecutrie
L'ighit, thloughi this i's of son au.It bias ailwg

prblm hidh mwîll r(urdheeptdiueu mIillionIs.
Its dinlking wýater is nlonc bu( gooqd anid il lew milIlon
aire nleedvd to guiarititee Ille absoluteu plurity amd conl-
stant supplyo hi eesiy Th1vearotrprsigr
formis. It is strange that these î" obluims 'wLici affecut
thle heaith of tlle colimuiinity shoiuld le shoovd inito thtu
backgrounid for al probIl kvhidb ait hvst nitans buit t 1w
salving of al few thouisanids of dIollars., .11nnua1lly to .a
smill numirber of mlanulfact luers. It dus î , poeakho

highiy for thle initelligenclte ofl the coinu that it idI
lows'its prejudiccs againist two tir ilhrer ftinancier: 1 u
st i mipede i t inIlto a igh)t uv)e r a senit lit Il ad\ ant agu,
wheni thevse mlore important problvems sl )vl be egros-
sinig ail its attention. N çvenees c bb1c lc reuit ut
the vote oni Jatiii-r3 lst niiay pro\ k, tiat (lhe pvolile
have kcpt thrir bea.ds; andi that tbey- art. no(t willilig to
sanc(tion a heiqxedtuefrwa t hest is
doubtfuil aLdvantage.

TUEl EFF:j ECT O'0N TUEl I,1N VESTOR.

Il the OnitaîU, CGovvrinenut andti bb City, ofTroh
go lin for this >oe sdlime, therv wili l'o somelt tIlmîr
muniierative ca Ita n huth the 11rivaheý il anIIpublie 11îtlor-
takingSý This w,.ilIl be ilifurtuia.teý. A reait nan
Itritishi anlt Cania invsor avilu stocýk an
bondifs in these privat omaieprsînn tha.t thIl(
franchise was vaua l ad that bue( tîdetaiîg a
likely to Iýceiueatxe If the lîritishvrs luse, andf
they muilst buse if the Goenetg-vs ahca, Otairio
willnult haiqve al verv enviable ropuitationi ikmutg thîe
financiers ofl London. This wuuid llost IunfortunIate,
silice muilch of On1tario's fultulre een on the allmunt

of British capIitatl which luw ini htre lin the nlext twenitv-
fiVe years. l Eve re the rates chaiirg(ed hy thetst- ci
pallies Slighitlexesie the loss to TuqrIuntko w luit

bc any \ greatter thtan woill he the caseu if the inlvestors
in suclh enerrie isoutld el n tiid( andl shy.,

There la soneltting peculjjiar in ouir publlie m11,n, if aj
go)vrntnenvt cai eniter into a contracb not bu ont wîth
a1 c(ulpaIIny and thien alter thalt culipani bascopte
its uindertAking, the G;ox'ernmtien t solstep il, ai(
tiake the uindrrtakinig uniprofitable byN setting Up) comipe-
tition.- 11mb the Goenmn as cbanilged ati new mcit
are- in office is Iulec(s for the breaking uf a bargain.

IEvýen were theire nlo sueh clause in the Electrical Duvelop-
mlenit Compamy'a charter, the Ontarico (Goverimentt has
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