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PROVINCIAL POLITICS

A FRIEND who takes broad views of things suggests that there is
no room in the provincial Iegislatnres for pa'rty polities and that

in choosin g the candidates for these bodies the voters should îlot
follow the fedéral party Iines. In an editorial in its issue of May 2Oth,
the Montreal Gazectte compliments Premier Gouin on flot putting into
hiis Monument National speech much that xvas political and adds:
"Thiere is, indeed, flot much room for politics in a provincial legisla-
ture. There, as in a municipal counicil, whatever is best administered
is best."

The general public will flot agree withi these theoretical utterances.
They will point to the experiences of New Brunswick and British
Columbia as proofs that a provincial government whichi does not bear
the name of one of the great parties, is not cither Liberal or Conserva-
tive, is neither as efficient nor as jealous of its good namne as one
which is so labelled. The opposition side of the législature cannot be
well organised unless it has a namne and a bond of cohésion. Thiis
is our experience and experience with the public couints for more thani
theory.

Perhaps the truc position to take wvould be to say that there is less
reasoni for strict party obedience in provincial élections an(l that voters
should concern theinselves more withi the quality of the candidlates
than in féderal elections. If one party promnises and is likely to give
as good administration as the other, then the qualifications of the
çandidates become of the utmost importance. In Toronto, for
txample, where eight mnembers are to be elected in four constituencies
there are four or five candidates in each constituency. If the Coni
servative party, whichi usually elects ail the mnembers in Toronto, votes
for the nominees of the party organisations il is almnost certain that the
eity wiII not get the best eight men available. The party noinees
are flot alI first-class nien and it would not bie an unmiixed evil if one
or two of then xvere (lefeated. There may be similar situations,
there no doubt are, in other constituencies ini Ontario and Québec.
In snch cases, the broader-minded voters miglit reasonably and profit-
ably abandon party lines and vote for the best candidate in the field.
ln the provincial legislature more than in the federal House, thiere is
a nee(l for men of clear record and business qualifications. Tliere is
less rooni for the professional politician and the party weakling.

NO MILTONIC MINDS

M R. HAROLD) BEGB13E, an English journalist who lately visited
Canada with a view to "Icopy," hias flot ceased to bemoan our

inaterialisim in the brilliant epistles which hie contributes to the
London Chronicle. One of Mr. Begbie's latest lamentations arises
from tlÎecircumstance that hle iound in Canada "No Milton-mîided

Smen." These are, inidied, liard hunes. The Rocky Mountains, the hili
at Hamilton, the grain el1evators at Fort William, the 'steel works at
Sydney and the barbour of St. John have failed to send'hîmn away
joyfuil. It seenis to uis that the Chroiticle gentleman is altogether
iiiireasonable an4 exaçting. A Milton is a nice enough possession
but it mus~t bc riemibered that even England, ith ages of striving
towards the lîght, hias hiad few writers or philosophers of the Puritan
poet's calibre. Canniot this superior scribe wait a while, until the
Canadian has hiad timie to build his railways, plough bis farms and
g,.et an asphaît walk in front of the house? Thien, perchance, hie will
wipe the perspiratiqn from his brow and plan an epie or an ode. Mr.
Uegbie calîs our politicians -corrupt and abominable." Th'iis is painful
reading, and leads uis to wonder w(hat newspapers Mr. Begbie could
have examinied with care as he tqok bis gentie fiight acros-s the
Dominion, Ife really likes our lakes, rivers and mouintains but is
forcedj to express disapproval of our mxercantile ways of expression
and otir purchasable politias.

Mr. Begbie finds poetry in every nattiral feature of the country
but none in Canadians. The mnountains chan~t liymms of pais but

the people talk shop. The rivers sing of earth's lyrie loveliness but
the people are anxious for a bumper crop. Is it possible that someolie
lias "jollied" the English journalist and macle Canadians appear more
prosaic than they actually are. There is much Scotch blood in this
country and we are shy of speaking to the stranger about our aspira-
tions. We may be almost bnrsting with the finest sort of ideals and
yet discourýe to the itinerant Englishman of our wheat and timber
liiii*its.

The English journalists, according to Mr. Begbie, expected to find
in this young land "the statesmanship of a Moses, the prophecy of an
Jsaiah, and the rejoicing poetry of a Shakespeare." This is, entirely
too much to expeet of a people who, only the day before yesterday.
built for themselves huts in the wilderness. Canadians are too busy
enforcing the Ten Comimandiments to have time to add to them, are
too muchi absorbed in the day's work to write about what is going to
baî)pen a liundred years from now and are wise enough to rejoice in
Shakespeare's dramas without cherishing an immédiate desire to, pro-
dluce another Hanilet.

By way of respectful comment we might call Mr. Begbie's atteni-
dion to the fact that in one breath he calis Sir Wilfrid Laurier a
"central pillar" and a "chief pilot," as he regrets that our premier,
though a good man, is not in possession of a Miltonie mind. B3ut why
should we have a prime minister with such a sweep of imagination?
The average Canadian business man turns pale as hie thinks of what
miighit happen if Mr. Bliss Carman, Mr. Arthur Stringer or even Mr.
\Vilfred Campbell were looking after the national destiny. Milton,
hiiiiself, wvas nlot allowed to bie the Hlead of the Government in liýs
stormy day. The late Oliver Cromwell took very good care to give
tlie noble-ninided poet notbing more lucrative than the office of Latin
Secretary, a post for which no Canadian politician hase ever applied.

If it were only the vagaries of an idle fancy which Mr. Begbie
longed to discover, it is a thousand pities that he did not fal4 in withl
the I)otks or the Dreamers. They are the one startling streak of
imagination xvhich brightens our commercial communities.

TO HIGHER FIELDS

l IE western wilderness of forty years ago lias now three univer-
sities in the making. Nor are these the only signs that in the

liarch of Empire, higher education and the higher fields of scientifie
investigation are spreading fast. Next year Winnipeg is to have the
hionour of being the third city in Canada to entertain that greatest of
aIl literary and scientific bodies, the British Association. Rev. Dr.
Bryce, I'rofessor Fuller and Professor Vincent are to attend this
year's meeting at Dublin in September and will form a députation
fromn the Winnipeg Executive which lias charge of next year's enter-
tainiment. Professor M. A. Parker is performing the secretarial
dluties of a strong committee of wbicb Mr. D. W. McDermott is the
p)residing officer. The Dominioni Government bas promised $25,OOO
and Winnipeg $5,000 towards the expenses. Other cities in the West
will entertain the visitors also.

That the noblest educational body in the Empire should go to
Winnipeg for an annual meeting is a great compliment to the newer
part of Canada. That the West should desire to have sucb an event
occur shows that it is not wholly concerned with the commercial side
of life. It is keeping its eye on the higher things of life and the
n-ecess ity for increasing its knowledge, its culture and its shàre in
the educational, economic and scientifie world-development. The
West does flot propose to be behînd the rest of the Anglo-Saxon world
in its appreciation of the higber things of life.

MILITARY RIVALRY

MI1 ONTREAL and Toronto have varions kinds of rivaîries, always
AÂ good-natured though sometimes sentimentally acute. The

rivalry is due to these two cities being the largest in Canada and


