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Woman and the Home
T.aching Children Poltens

By Aine Guilbert Mahon

"I was teiling you something, mother" 1
It was wit1h a very respectful, tinid
mariner, and with very ýbig, aggrieved
eyes that thé littie girl -looked up into ber
mother's face.

Instantly the mother stopped in the
remark she was makig tW a cailer.

"Excuse me, dear," she said Wo the child.
"Mother did not hear you. Mother did
not know you were speakmng. What was
it you wanted to tel me?"

Smiling shyly, but with the aggieved
look ail gone, the littie maid repeated her
question, Wo which the mother paid due
attention, answered graciously, then tumed
Wo lier friend and continued ber con-
versation.(

"cDo you believe in ailowmg children to
interrupt their eiders?" asked the friend,
who had been takmng sulent note of the
proceedings.

",You mean Eleanor?" The mother
srniled and flushed slightly. "As a general
thing, of course, I do not believe ini children
being allowed to interrupt grown people,
and I try to teach mychildren not to do so,
but in this case I consider it only a
question of fair play. I treated Eleanor
as I should wish anyone to treat me. It
was really I who iterrupted Eleanor, al-
though I did not know it tili she spoke."

"But, she is only a child. It seems to

treated *ith politeness hinseif, lic is
not going to learn it from any amowit of~
preoept. It bas to becorne second nature.
It bas Wo be ingrainedin the child, if he is
to gro'w up to ho a true gentleman."

"So many children are il at ease,
either bùbhful,'or naughty, when older per-
sons are caliing on their mothers," she
continued. "In many cases it is becaus
the child feels awkward, does flot know
just what Wo do or say, and so either shows
bis discomfort or acts naughty. I want
rny children to know how to behave rightly
at ail times. If it happens that a cbild
cornes into the room when someone is cali.
ing on me, I always sWp i1i the conversa,
tion and introduce the child witb as niucb
courtesy as I would an. older person. 1 do
not think -that because he is a child he is
entitlèd Wo no notice, or that he sbould
grow up with no knowledge of the rules
of good society. Such a course helps a
child wonderfully over the awkward age.
I do not believe in children being pusbing
and forward, of course, and I do believe
ini according them decent, common
politeness, such as one would show W m-a
ordinary acquaintance of aduit ycars.

"I have always been a firm believer in
fair play for children as well as grown
peope, and 1 can not epct my cild tobe
polite tW me unless I arn polite W hlm,
unless he is surrounded by an atmospbere
of kindness, courtesy and tboughtfulness
fer others. I try to be as particular i my
intercourse with My children, saying
'please, ' and 'thank you,' for everytbing,
acting to them as I would wish tbem to
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me perfectly proper for a grown person to
interrupt a cbild," rcmarked the friend.

"I do not think so," responded the
inother quickly. "I think a child is
entitled to just as înuch consideration,
and to be treated just as politely, as one
wvould treat an older person. How else
are we to make our cbildren polite, if
we do not show thema the rigbt way,
if we do not treat themn as we expect tbem
to treat others?"

"It seems to me there are a great many
impolîte children now. One sees themn in
school and at public places. I do not
know wbat their parents can be thinkîng
of-and yet I knowv somne homes wvhere the
children are always being corrected and
taught politeness-yet they are the rudest
littie beings onc could imagine," answered
the friend.

The mother hesitatcd a moment, then
said, slowly: "If people Nvould only rea-
lize that children learn far more from
example than froin admnonitions, it îvould
bc found so îniie easier i train themn. In
.a homie here the father'ýaxmd niother are
not always careful to speak kindly and
eourteously to eavh othier, w hIere the older
brothers and sisters are allowed b bec rude
and careles, w ,liere thje cijdren see such.
exaînples bufore thin da1ily, and strive to
inntate tliiî as ,îlr do-blow'can
tliy e v l)C eii<t('1 i) to av ttenltion to
t eachîngs. wNIli hI are forigii to tlieir
evervdlav S ForlI iig ' in ypart. 1
îink titat t111- - i l(~l sues perfect
uolîrtesv ii i>hi O hoi hN1l iithe

ilinhbers of Iii (v a f:iîly, iîiIîess lie is

act to me and to others, as I would be Wo
any grown person. I do not think I have
ever had to give themn rules for polite
conduct, yet I amn proud to say that I bave
neyer been ashamed of my children whefl
I have had them out with me. Tbey are
not perfect-I do not expect tbem to be-
but I have neyer had to blush for their
rudeness."

"Very few mothers can say as much,"
remarked the friend.

"More of them could say it if they rea-,
lized the importance of treating cbildren
in the way they would wish them W treat
others. Only i sucb way will politeness
and courtesy be mngrained i a child, so
that when be grows, to be a man be could
not be other than polite and considerate
of others, for those qualities would be a
very part of him."l

'Personal Appearance-Its Relation to
~Self Respect~ and Vanity

By Isabelle Wood Patterson

To the average human being, be it
child or grown-up, man j woman, comesd
a feeling of content and satisfaction when
it knows itself well dressed.

The tiny girl when she begins to notice
lier "new soos," and holds them out
proudly that sorneone may admire tbem;
the lit t le 1 ov in bis proud possession of first
trousers; die voung girl in lier "Easter
Bonnet,- the youth in bis first evening
ciothes, -ire ail pervaded with that sanle
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