
But there was a little clause in the Quebeo names in the petitions pregented to this Ilouse.
açtheme that changed the tone of certain gentle. I have asked the clerk to count them up, and I
men. It waa considered necessary to place bank- dind, after all the excitement and agitation, and
ing under the General Government. I had no all the public lectures that have been given-
doubt that it, was of great importance to the after all the misrepresentation that has appear-
buaineas of the whole country that the question ed on this subject, the whole number of names
of bankink shouldbe placed as it is. The re- only amounts to 6 267. In a fortnight, on a
sult, however,, was that, with a few honorable previous occasion, when the public sentiment
exctptions, the bankers and capitalista ianged was agitated, epontaneously 26,000 eleetors sent
themselvea against this scheme. The men who down their petitions here, because they really
had been cheering this question to the very echo felt opposed to a measure whieh the Govern-
-who had invited the Canadian Parliament to ment had lu contemplation. I ask the people
come down. and feted them with "exhaustive of Nova Scotia if, under such circumstances, I
festivities,"-when they found that the tight had not the right to believe that I waa sus-
grasp which a, few capitalista have over the tained by the publie sentiment of the country.
whole monetary affaira of this country was to In opposition to this measure may be found a
be unclasped, then they came out in violent op- few politicians, some political partizans, who are
position to the measure. , Theae men came and ready to abase their country and themselves for
told me that 1Imuat back down-that I must fall the support of a few capitalists who could not
back from my duty at the dictation of a few make me their tool; but I will go into every coun-
capitalista. A merchant of this city-one of ty and I shall find the best men there at my back,
those who thought that they might be obliged to who have been the standard bearers of the Libe-
compete with the capital.and enterprize of Ca- ral party in Nova Scotia-the men who have
nada-met me inlthe street, and told me that if 1 given Mr. Howe in the past the more cordial sup-
attempted to address a publie meeting in thia port. But what more do I find? The clergy of
city i would be hisaed from the platform. Well, this country, from the ligtsest to. the lowest--
I replied, I have never shrank from meeting Catholices,Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Baptists,
the publie; 1 have looked at no one man's inter- Methodists-of all denominations, and Istake
eats, but T have oked broadly at what I -be- my publie character upon the assertion, display
lieve will elevate our common country; but if the most remarkable unanimity upon this sub-
the public sentiment is such as you say it is, the ject. Representing, as these gentlemen do, the
sooner I know it the bater What was the re- education, refinement, and intelligence of a em-
sult? Theae bankers and capitalists brought up munity-influencing, as they do largely, the peo-
their Goliatha. and we met thems with the same pie among whom they live-can I have any
readiness that I have ever met my pib!ic op- doubts as to the sentiments of the best informed
ponents. After several meetings with the ablest of the people on this question?
men they could bring on the platformi whiat was The hou. member has complained of the man-
the result? They say ttta has been a delegation ner in which the subject has been discussed in
of lawyers with a doctor to look after them, but England. When, a year ago, I ventured to say
when the ablest merchants lid an opportunity to the louse that the press, the public men, the
of confronting t ese lawyers and doctors, they statesmen, and the Parliament of England were
were ailenced in the presence of the largst favorable to this question, how were we met
assemblages that ever met in a public hall With thé sneers and inuendoes that have now
in Halifar. Why, ry hon. friend (Mr. Tobin) been lseaped upon the august Parliament of
could not get any of these merchants to come Great Britain? Ne; we were told that all that
on the huatings with himself; and give their was necessary was to explairi the whole question
time and attention to public affairs, when it in England in order to set the umatter right.
was only littile Nova Scotia that required their When that was done, they would obtain all they
care; but the moment they theught theirown wished for. Now this measure has been discuss-
interests were in jeopardy they were all up in ed in the Parliament and press, in a manner that
grms. Then they came out with the pîlitians few questions were ever discussed before. -The
who have given all their time and talents to ablest mien that could be found to oppose the
the advancement of the public interests, and union have done all they could to make their
after the most deliberate and ample discussion, views and opinions known. What is the reason
the hon. member le mself in the press admitted that when this question came to be discussed lu
that Halifax was against him. The night the Parliament it was treated as it was? This bill
dicussion was closed-the last night they could was first introduced into the flouse of Lords be-

be induced to meet us- temperance lalit rang; cause ho Earl 'of Carnarvon wished to have the

with enthusiastic cheers in favour of Union. honour of introducing it. In a very full House,
Then I we t up into liants, Kings, Cumber- when he introduced the. bill, he met with the

land, Annapolis, and Colchester, and in every most astonishing support. Noble lords in oppo-
place where this question- was felly discussed, sition rose in rapid succession to support the

there was nit one of these publia meetings at Governrent. Lord John Russell jgave it his
which a aingle resolution hostile to union could warm approval; and the last man I could be ex-
be carried. Under tiese circumstances, then, pected toinfluence, the Marquis ofNormanby-a
am I chargeable with a desire to forceý this mes- gentlemait whom political conflict has made my
sure upon the people, without leagrning the opponent-in the discharge of his high duties as
public sentiment? I made a; rnistake last a peer of the realm, gave t hat question the most
night, it appears, in respect to the number of unequivocal an ê, emphatie support; and havis


