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1 (Io not liiov whether it is an injury to Mr. Dechêne to
say tliat lie %vas disconfited ; but tliere is iiot mie man iii a litindred

who would liot wager that ilvIr. Taillon's rejoiiider mms 'a refresli-
ment, as pleasing as unexpected, for the poor nienibers, whoni the
inatlieniatical dissertations of the orators strong in figures, doubt-
less disposed to yawn.

In the preceding pages I liave spokeii of NIr. Tailloii as a
politician. It is fitting that I shotild add a word regarding Iiis

career at the IL-ir. First of all I shall notice a fact wortliy of
the attention of lovers of paradoxes.

Tliere is no question but that the legislator, more than any
one else, iiiiist possess the teniperanient of the jurisconsult, and
that notiiing is more adapted to mature legal acquirenients, and
one's store of juridical knowledge, thau the preparation of laws.
If need were, 1 could cite great naines in support of iiiy proposition,
sucli manies as that of Chancellor d'Aguesseau ; but it is evident

that the task of comparing the différent systeins of legislation,
the necessity iiiiposed upoii one to take existing laws into coilsider-
ation and to endeavour to foresee the debates which the mission
of a single word in the text of an act will give rise to, are
eiiiiiiently well adapted to, forni jurists. And, nevertheless, froin
the tinie that the nian of law crosses the thresliold of our legisla-
tive chanibers - rare exceptions apart - lie commences to lose
interest in matters connected witli his profession.

Nevertlieless this paradox provides an easy solution, and it is
only necessary to closely examine the workiiig of the parlianientary
machine to find the key to, the enignia. In fact, a1though the
primitive, and, so to speak, natural function of a legislature should

be to make laws, Parliament, in England as in the colonies, has
assunied, or usurped another function wliich lias iiot been long
in becoming the iliost important. Parliament has constituted itself
the judge of the administration of publie affairs, and the supreine
arbiter of the destinies of the iniiiistry. It is in controlling this
administration that the work of the nieniber of the House really
consists, and it is work of such an absorbing nature that it seeins
to-day to engage all his attention. Laws are frequently the work

of men who are not inembers of the Legislature. The latter votes


