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dnc honage to the truth, is sin. Iloweer Lord, and wyho, generally speaking, receire
Common mId fasiionable this spurious caidor his truth. iow many are tlere who do nlot b-
nav be amnong nen. it is n abomination to lieve with the heart unto righteousness
God, whose truth it, in fact, denies. For They have no clear siew of their need of
those vio believe not, we are required to feel Christ as a Savior ; no decided reliance upon
the tenderest pity ; for thei ve are to lse im ; no clear application of his menrits and
our best efforte, to offer up our niost fersent 'atoieme:t. They hear and rend of Christ :
pravers. Perhaps the pasage which lill they join in hymns to Hs praise ; they ap-
best explaini our duty in tlils re'pect,iN found proacli wi mithî their lips ;-but there is no
in the epistle to 'Timotiy ;-" The sers ant of affectionate trust of the Leart. These, then,
the Lord must lot strive ; but le gentle unuto are iîubelievers God the Judge will not ad-
ail men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness mit that this faitis saving; it is dead faith,
instructing those that oppose theimselves; if and cainot save themi.
God peradventure wvill give thein repentance 4. Even in those who are prf'ectly renewed
te the acknowledging of the truth; and that by grace, there are the secret mworkinigs of this
they may recover tieiiselves out of the siare principle. Thouîgh it is iii a form more mild,
of the devil. who are taken captive by liin at it is yet to lie discovered ; aid, in proportion
his will." Now this passage, so far fron w ar. as it exists, it mars the progress of thte work
ranting indifference to the truth, represents of grace in their souls. I may instatice a ease
the truth as a natter of the greatest import- or two.
ance ; the verv end of our instructions is here There is the penitent sinner, who is seekin.g,
stated to be that such persuns may he broughkit but ias not ) et found, the pardon of his sins.
to repentance and acknoteleliing t/he trutt ; In sucli iersons there i te he perceived some
and it is only as they repent and acknosn ledge good thing toward the God of 1brael ; and
the truthi, wiich they hefore denied, tlhat thev muîch1 that, if folliowed up, wilil lead to, good.
van be recoverd out of ilie sire of the devii, They aie not fari fromi tie kingdom of God:
:mîl brouglht to true repentance. That is a tliey iae sorne knowiedge, and some faiith
false love, a fictitious tenderiiess, which re- Now, to such, God's word holds out the mo5t
presents error as not dangerous ; and which graciouîs promises ;-" Ask, and ye shall re-
declares that it matters 'ot what we helieve, ce-ive ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it
ilhough Gol declares .hat he that Lelieveth shai1 be opened unto you." " 1lim that com-

not the gospel,--the pure unmioutilated- gos- etl unito me, I vill in no ise cast out."
pel,-sinll be damned. Let us net hide the And yet, in manîy cases, from week to week,
trutlh. which we are called iy God as a chureh from mmoîtl to month, from %ezar to yeur, the
io exhihit. It is lot for the support of' light effect of all these kind piomises and gracious
and unimportant truths, that the clhiurchî ; invitatiors is baflied by a secret sonething,
called " the pillar and ground of the truth:" wlich refuses to be comforted wshen God
and that the truth is ofimlportanîce; it is essenî. would comfort ; which puts away the nercy
tial to saivation ; and men should see in our wYhich God waits to bestow ; which still ex-
whole manner that ve consider the tiuth as claims, " The nercy of the Lord is clean gaioe
nothing less than a matter of life and death. for ever ! hc wîll be merciful to others, but

3. The neylecters of the gospel, as well as îlot to ne ! Now, what is this secret some..
its rejecters and corrupters, are guilty of u- thing, which keeps the man who is convinîcedi
belief, though in a more imitigated forn, I of sin, and who viselis for pardon, and wlo
grant. Thèse hold the truth, but they hold knows that without it he shall be ruined for
it in unrighteousness ; like a main vio holds ever ?--what is it, I say, which keeps him out
a torch, only to convince those whîo belhold of the possession of pardoninig meroy ?-what
him that the person who bears it is 'oin is it ? Satat calls it hutimility and diffideice
sadly out of the way. Our Lord ondemns 1 and lie keeps vou out of the blessing, by tell-
all such ; and it is evident they deserve con- ing you it is nlot proper for one se sinful and
demnation, hecause no salutary effects are su worthiless to lay iold on the blessings of
produced by their profession of faith. Suen salvation, and that you are only acting the
persons arc uiibelie-vers, aid il. is necessary part of a humble man to keep aloo from. these
that the tritlh should lie told them. Faith blessings. This Satan tells you: but lie is a
works by love: the faitli of God's elect is îlot liar and the father of lies. G iis:en not to
a mere opinion ; it implies a belief of the ex. that arch fiend, when lie pretends to preach
cellenev, the suitablenless, the efficacy of the luîmility ! No: the real naine of the priuci-
gospel; stchi a conviction of this as vill ]ead ple tiat keeps you back is pr'ide, and not hu-
imsen to embrace the Lord Jesus Christ as the miity. Real lumility will not lead to unbe-
chief subject, the substance of the gospel; lief; t will rather lea'd mien to crv for mercv,
;uch a conviction as leads to the nse of Chri.st and cause then to flee to the only refuge that
for the ends for which God lias given hii, is set hefore them.
naiely, for " wisdom, righteousness, sanctifi- Am even those who beliiove, but are not
cation, and redoiption." yet muade perfect in love, are under the influ-

Now, if suoh persons are not helievers ence of unbelief in part. As unhelief lire-
nt ail. hows awfully prevalent is the sin of vents the sinner fromn entering into God'
unbelief! Among those wv'ho cal! our Savior family ; so imbelief, in one wito is a child,


