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Where Shines the Star?
BY AFWFF IVER,

w O, whero did the b autiful star go—
Phe beantiful star in the Kant®

Did it sot lowever that Christmas morn
When its wonderful mssion ceased ?

4 Or was 1t o phinot like the rest,
With earth nud wator and sky,

Which the dean Chtist in hig downward light
Swiled on as he passed it by ?

« Quicle when,it egughy th? wouderful gleam,
Qo bright when it pierced all space,

At could not choose but Jight tho whole world
And point to tho glorified foce.”

MMy littlo girl's oyes were full of thought
Ay shio asked mu this question gravo ;

Anil 1, lika ona in the presence of kings,
Was an awed and silenced stave.

She wolghed my wisdom and found it void,
Alit yes; it was very plain

From that dny forth I must abdicato,

« And be oracle ne'er again,,

So Laaid, * My darling, T cannot tell
Perhaps ib was as you 885,

The heautiful star cayght its wondroua light
As the Christ sped on his way.

t Buy if it is so or not, I think
1t hae never synk quite aub of sight,”

And she-oviad out-quick- in her joyous way,
« Ol let us go find it to-night 1"

‘three times carefully,

Ah ¢t littlo one, we are nob shepherds, or wise,
Bup may we nob sec 83 thoy djd? -
Not with our eyes, but down in our sonls,
'ho sdar nok quite veiled or hid,

'

Dut shining clear, with & living light,
With o light tiat'll never dim,

Qill it pierces e'en through the outer night,
Al leads.us straight to him.

Christmas in Foreign Lands.

Ty Burgundy, carols ave exceedingly popular—
indved not more cherished is the Gernmn’s Chris-
mas-tree, with its glittering ornaments, and the
Chiist child ; or the Englishman’s vect holly-bukries,
mystic misletoe, blazing bearth fire, and: smoking
plum pudding, than ave the ditties sung ull throyslh
Advent until Christinas eve, by the good folk of
that province. '

Fureside gossip mingles with the qqaintly-worded
pradses of the * little Jesus” Bagpipes drone in
the village streets. The strolling minstrol is always
agconnted o welecowo addition to the neighbourly
hearth-side gathevings and when Christmas-eve is
pnssed, the piper mukes the round of the houses,
whence he fails not to jssue with many compli-
ments, as well us. soma small coln, by way of re-
ward for the playing of his uucouth and shrill
sonnding tunes.

Wine and chiestnuts provide rofreshments up to
Christnas-eve ; thon big supper is furnished forth
to 0% My 88 can assemble under one roof. Burn-
ing brands suppor the huge Suche, or Yule-log,
which is bulieved by the swall-fry of Burgundian
humanity to fotoh- In its wake & delectable shuwer
of sugar-plums. therefore nre these little people
ns quiet us their superabundance of vitality will
permit, for they kuow thab, if good, something nice
will be found ta reward them—in theie slippers or
wooden shoes—on the morrow.

On the scove of noise and lilavity, the grown-up
folk atone for all deticiencies of the youngsters.
«Nosl! Noett” cchoes and ve cchoes everywhere
uotil the midnight mass is snid, to attend wnich
the pious earty diminutive, parti-coloured tapers,
amidst the jubilation of the chiming church-hells. '

In Sweden, when at their luightesty the aurord
boreales mnke seintillate their .orjmson falchiong,

' will be his portion during the new year; but if, on

-from the Nile to the Black Sea,

which rend the gelden qky-curtains to Igt oue see
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the purple fleets of eloudland pues in an encliant-
ing powtion bofore the silvor blink of the stars,
then do the pensnnta danes on the strae m honogur
of Yule tide, and rustic damsels thraw straws ab
the roof-timbers, to uecortam, by the number of
gtraws sticking thereon, how mauy groomsnon will
stand besule their hrides at the altar during the
ensung year.

Sonys and tales, brandy and nut-brown ale, and
o great Yule eake, cheeso-crowned, npplo-\\'rmbhed,
and sot ns the buso for the three branched candle-
gtick, aro all objects of importance at Swedish
Yule-tide festivities.

In a country not far from where *the two
spirits of the globe, the magnetic and the-cleotvic "
wecording o Micholet—do nightly hold carnival in
the polnr circle, the poor Tcelanders ave allowed, as
a raro treat, to have bread to eat with their Chlirist-
mas mutton and milk porridge.

In Southern Lapland, should the householder
neglect to provide an ample store of fuel for the
senson’s needs, in popular belick the dirgusted Yule-
swaing or Christmas gobling, will so befoul the
wood-pile that there shall be no gettinp? ab its con-
toncs, 'There nlso it is that-the girl who wishes,
nuptially speaking, to learn her falo, places a. table
in the contre of a vacant chanber, and on it two ¢
glpsses—the one of water, the othev of brandy ;
then, taking & broom, she must sweep the room
ngajust the sun, and if she
is to enter the marvied state, her future husband
will appear before she completes the third round,
and drink from the water glass, i€ » sobee wan, ok
from the brandy glass if he bo a drunkard.

Again, if a Laplavder ub Christmas, before, re-
tiring, pulls off his boots and flings them ovex bis
left shoulder, he shall knaw, from the shoes point-
toward the door, whethar o long journey ok death

the other hand, the boots’ toos turn inwaxd, he car
feel nysuxed of anothoex twelvemonths’ lease of his
present existence,—December Pable Talk

Christmas Memaqries.
BY RiSHoOP J. 1L NEWMAN,

Way did the Lord delay his incagnation From
the firss pxediction of bis coming to his advent,
four- thousaud years alapsed. He might have come
in the reign of Solomon, whose vast empire axtended
frows the Meditetranean to the bouvders of Persia,
whose renawn was
world-wide, greater than that of Augustus under
whose reign desus wos vorn. What a reception
Solomon would have gigen the King of Glovy !
But the great West was hok $hen horn. Al be
yond the eugtern shoves of th. Mediterraneat, Were
barbarians. Qrecce was not, Rome was not, Carth-
2g6 WIR not. But when he vame, the West was in
the glory of a high civili-ation, ta be thrilled with
his now life. Hud his birth been in the time of
Sofomon, he would not have been the swlering
Saviour, byt the Messiah of trivmaph.

When he came, the Fast was old and the West
was young Both needed his Pivine torch, one to
be vavived, tha other to be inspired. 1% was alto:
gether the happiest period of Roman history from
Augustus to Titus. Peace had given rest to the
warrior and statesmud ; the scholar had time for
reflection, It wak the age of universities, an age
of thinkers and philosophers ; and his people, the
Tebrews, wero everywhere, in China and India, in
Porsia and Mesopotamia, wherever the Roman
legions marched aud the Greek language Was spaken.
From all parts of the world they came annunlly to
Jerusplem—their spirituni capital—and on their
return they bore the glad tidings, “ Ha's eome!

wag true: © 1 have set Jorusadem i the midpt of
thoe pations.” Palestiw wos the High Bridgs”
for all who went Bast to conquer, whetlier Romuns,
Macedonian-, or Egyptians ; sud for s}t who eame
West, to plunder, whetlier from [Fchatana, or
Bubylen, or Nmeveh. 1t was the ancignt pathwsy
of trade along which the merchants of all lands
passed to buy and to gell, When ho came, Jerusa-
lem was the best-known city in the world. It was
a cosmopolitan metropolis. The three-fold inserip-
tion gu the oross proc}nimvd it the Babe} of man-
kind. In St Luke’s report of Pentecost ho, namos
the many lands whonee the Jaws bed come: from
Parthip, Medin, Persia, tha whola valley of the
Buphrates, from tho intevior of Africa and all
Egyph, and from all the vast Roman ewmpire. So
it_wos stiangely true, what the Master said of
himsetf: “{f ¥ be lifted up. T will drasw all men
unto me.” And from that placs and bour wenk
forth she news that ¢The Messiah has come }”

Ghristmas Evergreens.

(RATHER the box, the fir, and the pine,
And byightest; of berries rad,

Tq walcoma the day the Chilg, divine
Rirgt lyy in His cradle bed.

Cover with wrenthy the walle at home,
And hang them, up everywhere,

et them gwing down frony the temple dome,
Ang wherever theya'a 5pace. 10 ARAIS

Fox Clriptann day s, of all the yeas
The byightest and cheeriest day,

With its glorious tidings of greas good cheo
That opens & now, ghd way.

A way of escape from doubts and fears
That stirred in our hearfs such strife ;
A way, though it’s through a vale of tears,

Yepeyds in eternal life,

Qather the brightest yonr hands can find,
And twine thew with songs of joys

For only thoughts that are sweet and kind
Should coine to such lest emplay.

Once the dear head was crowned with thorns
Thet batred and malkice wove,

But our wreaths ta welooe the Chrintinas morn
Arq the fruitage of faith and love.
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Bits of Fun.

—City Bogrdes (with numerous progeny ): $.Axe
there any snakes herst¥  Jegsey Farmer: AR
around the fouls trees, R

—Mamma: * 1 hope my little boy while dining
with friends remembercd what 1 told him about
not taking cake the woond time?” Listla beoy:
« Yes, mamma, I remembered, and took two pieces
the firsh time,” ’

—TLittle Dot: “Mamma, didn't paps say Gen.
Greely said thored be high winds to doy t” Mammas
«Yes, my dear, he read it in the iaper." Little
Tot: *Well, they isn'% high at all. They ix 8Q
low down thay ‘most blgwed me over.”

__Prison Wayden (to naw prisoner) “Wa
ulways like to assign the Pvisoners to the trades
with which they are mast familian, apd shall be
happy to do g0 in your case. ‘What is your teage I
Prisoner: “Iama commareinl travellar.”

—Professar (to olass in sm‘gory): “«The right
leg of this patient, a3 YQU 866 is shorter than the
left, in consequence of whioh he Hmps. Now, Mn
Sarter, what would you {o in n case of $his king t*
Sotter : “ I'd Hwp, 0.

—014 as the hills—the valleys.

—Take your puzzle to the druggist—he’s slways
ready with 8 solution.

—Jones: *The woman of tue preseny day can’t
make such pies as our mothers did.” Brawaz

Ho's come!” At that time the venerable saying

# No, it's o dost ard.”
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