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TERRIBLE EARTHQUAKE PRACTICALLY DESTROYS |
- KINGSTON, JAMAICA; MANY KILLED AND INJURED

Disaster Occurred Monday Afternoon--Fires Broke Out and
Are Still Raging at Last Accounts--About 100 Dead
and Hospitals Are Full--Many New Brunswickers and
Canadians There, But All Are Said to Be Safe--Dis-
tinguished English Delegation in Ruined Town--Cable
Communication Broken and Details Meagre.

NIGeh-

 Kingston, the picturesque capital of the Island
of Jamaica, has been devastated by a violent

“@arthquake. :

Details of the disaster are lacking as direct
communication with the stricken city has been
cut off. The land lines had been reconstructed
to within five miles of Kingston Tuesday even-
ing, and from meagre reports received through
such channels as were open, it has been learned
that many of the most important buildings have
been destroyed and that there has been serious
So far as the reports indicate, the
fatalities number less than 100, though the hos-
pitals are filled with injured, and the list of vie-

loss of life.

tims may be materially increased.

Reference to St. John and New Brunswick people either
how in Jamaica or having relatives and interests there will be

found below. ’
¢

Jamaican resorts.

put the Jones party.

The first great shock was felt about 3.30 o'ctock - Monday
pfternoon, and as in the San Francisco and Valparaiso disasters,
James immediately sprung from the wreckage to carry on the

Kingston and the other points of interest in the island are
at this season of the year thronged with tourists from both
America and England, and the greatest apprehension is felt for

-)he safety of many persons who had recently arrived at the
The most distinguished of these were
members of a party of English -statesmen. agricultural experts
and men of affairs, who, under the leadership of Sir Alfred
Jones, had arrived in Kingston within the past few days to
attend an agricultural conference there. Among those in the
pompany were Hall Caine, the novelist; Viscount Montmorres,
H. O. Arnold Foster, M. P.; Sir Thomas Hughes, Sir Thomas
Bhann and others of equal prominence. The Earland Countess
of Dudley were also passengers on the steamer which carried

ing, although it was believed to

but according to London repor

Kingston, a city which always b

of low-lying buildings, clustered

up of native blacks.
Many steamers carrying

noon. \

work of destruction. Tuesday afternoon the fire was still burn-

The Myrtle Bank Hotel, the principal hotel at Kingston,
which probably sheltered the great bulk of visitors to the island.
is repogted destroyed. The great military hospital was burned
anmd 40 soldiers are reported dead. /

Sir James Fergusson is said to have been instantly killed,

adian or Arnericlzan is believed to be missing.
The extent of the destruction which has been wrought in

disastrous visitations of fire, earthquake and cyclone in years
gone by, is still left largely to the imagination. The city is one

finest and most securely land-locked harbors in the West
Indies. The population which numbers 50,000 is largely made

route to the island when the earthquake occurred, but it so
happened that, according to schedules, ndne of the ships from
New York or Boston was in Kingston harbor Monday after-

be under control.

ts no other Englishman, Can-

ears the scars of a number of

along the shores of one of the

tourists to Jamaica were en

Hamar Greenwood Says Town is
Ruined.

London, Jan. 15—The colopial office to-
night received confirmation of the terrible
disaster which has overtaken Kingston,
Jamaica, in a dispatch from Hamar |
Greenwood, M. P., sent from Holland
Bay, at the east end of the island.

The telegram says that Kingston has
bzen ruined by an earthquake, which oc-
curred without warning Monday afternoon
at 3.30. A very great number of build-
ings and dwellings were destroyed, either
by the earthquake or by the consequent
fire.

The military hospital was burned, and
forty soldiers are reported to have been:
killed, together with several prominent
citizens and many other of the inhabit-
ants of the city.

Sir James Fergusson is rzported to have
been instantly killed, but no other English,
) Canadians or Americans are missing.

Piciure by courteey of F. E. Law
Upper row, left to right: The Mico Training Institution, near Kingston; at the Fountain,
Jingston. ' ; -

Lower row, left to right; Kingston Landing Stage; Kingston from the Harbor. .

¥

The city is quiet, but disciplined work-
ers are needed.

The governor of the colony, Sir Alex-
ander Swettenham, assisted by Sir Alfred
Jones, is directing affairs.

The steamer Port Kingston will leave
Thursday with most of the members of
the party who went out with Sir Alfred
Jones to attend the  agricultural confer-
ence.

The Right Honorable Sir James Fer
gusson, mentioned in the foregoing de-
spatch, was a man of considerable promin-
ence. He served in the Crimean cam-
paign with the Grenadier Guards, and
was present at the battles of Alma and
Inkerman, where he was wounded, and at
the siege of Sebastopol. He was several |
times a member of the house of com-|
mons. He was under secretary of state!
for India and the home department in|
Lord Derby’s third, and in Mr. Disraeli’s
first administrations. He was made gov-
ernor of South Australia in 1868, gover-
nor of New Zealand in 1873, and gover-
now of Bombay in 1885. He was under
secretary of state for foreign affairs in
1886, and from 1891 to 1892 he served
as postmaster-general.

Distinguished English Party
There.

London, Jan. 15—The only news of the
earthquake at Kingston (Ja.), thus far re-
ceived in London, is contained in brief de-
spatches from New York.

In addition to a great number of English-
men in business at Kingston there is at
present a party of distinguished persons,
headed by Sir Alfred Jones, on a visit
there to attend an agricultural conference.
There is much uneagineses here on their ac
count.

This party left Bristol  (Eng.), on Dec.
30, on board the steamer Port Kingston,
for Kingston. It was composed of .about
sixty prominent British statesmen and ag-
ricultural experts and formed an expedi-
tion to the West Indies in the interests of
cotton growing in British colonies on the
invitation of Sir Alfred Jones, the presi-
dent of the British Cotton Growing Asso-
ciation.

In addition to Sir Alfred there wege in
the party F. Swansey, a Weat African mer-
chant; Viscount Mount Morres, Arnold
Forster, M. P.; P. Murray Hunter, of the
Liverpool Cotton Association; A. A. Pear-
son, of the British colonial office; Sir
Thomas Hughes, of Liverpool; McDowell
Nathan, a leading Jamacia merchant; C.
Lancaster, representing the Liverpool
Chamber of €ommerce; Mr. Oliver, repre-
senting the Manchester Fine Spinners; Sir
Thomas Shann, representing the Manches-
ter Cotton Spinners; Sir Ralph Moor, L.
Rivet, chairman of the Jamaica Cotton
Company, Ltd., of Stockport; Hall Caine,
the author; E. Bryan, szcretary to Sir Al-
fred Jones; Mr. Hutton, chairman of the
British Cotton Growing Association; Mr.
Cotterell, a member of the West African
section of the Liverpool Chamber of
Commerce; Jesse Collings, M. P., and Hen-
niker Heaton, M. P.

Other passengers aboard the Port Kings-
ton bound to Kingston were the Earl and
Countess of Dudley, Evelyn Ellis, Percival
Phillips and Captain Rhodes.

A conference of gpinners and planters
had been planned to be held in Jamaica at
Kingston. On this voyage the Port Kings-
ton went first.to Barbados, where she em-
barked some thirty delegates from that
colony to attend the conference. The Port
Kingston reached Barbados on Jan. 8 and
should have reached Kingston several days
later.

Many Dead and Injured.

8t. Thomas, D. W. I., Jan. 15—Accord-
ing to further, though still meagre, details
of the Kingston earthquake received here,
it would appear that the first reports that
the city had been “destroyed” were exag-
gerated. The fire which followed the
shock was still burning Tuesday morning,
although it had bzen confined to certain
limits. The work of fighting the flames
was still being pursued with energy, and
in this respect the situation seemed to be
improving. It was thought the fire would
be under control tonight. :

The statzment is made that the total
loss of ¥* s not yet been ascertained,
but a arst count gives the number of
dead &t less than 100, and the number of
wounded at several hundred. The hospi-
tals ar: filled with tinjured persons, and
everything possible is being done for their
comfort.

KINGSTON, THE HARBOR AND SURROUNDINGS

BIRDSEYE VIEW OF PORT ROYAL,

PLUM POINT AND LIGHTHOUSE

KINGSTON
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ant buildings have been destroyed, and
other houses in Kingston sustained consid-
erable damage. The flames apparently
were confined to the docks and the ware-
house district. If this is so, only a small
portion of the city has been burned over.
No mention is made of a continuance of
the earth shocks.

Up to this hour the foregoing is the
most complete despatch regarding the
Kingston disaster that has reached here.
The absence of details is accounted for
by the breakdown in cable communication,
but the announcement that no English-
men, Canadians or Americans are missing
will greatly reassure the public concern-
ing the fate of the unusual number of
tourists and others who are spending the
winter in Jamaica, or who were attracted
there by the agricultural and cotton con-
ferences.

The party on board the Port Kingston
only arrived at Kingston on Friday last.
The - Port Kingston, in addition to the
members of Sir Alfred Jones’ party, had
other guests and passengers on board
which gave her a total passenger list of
more than 100 persons.

The news of the disaster arrived in Lon-
don too late tonight to become generally
known to the public, but it is certain to
cause widespread consternation and anx-
iety and it will bring honfe to the imag-
mation of the British people the terrors
of an earthquake in a way that even the
BSan krancisco catastrophe failed to do.

Owing to the active efforts in recent
years of Joseph Chamberlain and Sir Al
tred Jones, the commercial ‘development
of Jamaica has made the island much bet-
ter known, and it has been greatly in
favor as a winter resort.

Few Tourists at Kingston.

Boston, Jan. 15—Dr. George H. Bridge-
man, of Elizabeth (N. J.), who relinquish-
ed his post as American consul at Kings-
ton (Ja.), and arrived from that city on
the steamer Admiral Dewey yesterday,
stated tonight that the consulate is at
present in charge of W. II. Orrett, a na-
tive of this counfry but a resident of
Jamacia for many years. The office has
two secretaries, both Jamaicans, so that at
present there are no Americans connected
with the office. Dr. Bridgeman’s family is
in Italv.

The principal hotel of Kingston (prob-
ably the Myrtle Bank), and other impart

Dr. Bridgeman said tonight that there

were perhaps 100 Americans residing in
Kingston in addition to the tourists who
visit the city at this time of the year.
When he left on January 8th, the tourist
season had been a poor one and there were
at that time less than fifty in the city.
Last year the city was crowded during the
month of January.

Speaking of earthquakes Dr. Bridgeman
said that three slight shocks were felt in
Kingston during November, but they were
no greater than those sometimes felt in
New England and were not regarded with
any apprehension.

The island has usually been looked upon
as being outside the earthquake belt of
the West Indies and is of limastone forma-
tion rather than of voleanic origin.

Referring to the city of Kingston Dr.
Bridgeman said that the buildings were
nearly all of wood and of a character that
would be easily prostrated by any severe
series of shocks.

Most of the business section is on Har-
bor street at the head of which on the east
end is the Myrtle Bank. The prevailing di-!
rection of the wind at this season of the
vear is from the northeast, the island be-
ing in the zone of the mnortheast trade
winds. If a fire started in the section
near the Myrtle Bank, it would prob-
ably sweep the ent're water front as well
as Harbor street, which would practically
destroy the entire business section. Nearly
all the private residences arz outside of
the city to the north and are built of lime-
stone. A fire on the east side of the city
during this season of the year when the
trades are very strong, has been dreaded
for many years.

Dr. Bridgeman has been in Kingston for
four years and res'gned during the fall.

Fire Raging at Kingston.

Boston, Jan 15—Allen Ainslee of the
firm of Ainslee & Grabow, proprietors of
the Tichfield Hotel at Port Antonio, re-
ceived a cablegram tonight from his part-
ner, Edward R. Grabow, at Port Antonio,
stating that Kingston was shaken by an
carthquake yesterday afternoon and that a
fire was raging there.

The earthquake did no damage on the

north side of the isl\and where the Tich-
field Hotel is situated.

KNUTSFORD PARK HOTEL NEAJR KINGSTONJAMAICA

Mr. Grabow stated that he would send
additional advices later.

(. )
THE ISLAND AND

ITS CAPITAL

Jamaica is the largest island of the
British West Indies, and lies between
the Caribbean sea and the Gulf ot
Mexico, about eighty miles to the
southward of the eastern extremity of
Cuba.

The estimated population in 1901
was 755,730, and by natural increase
would be about 850,000. By the last
census there were 14,692 whites, 121,-
295 colored, 488,624 black, 10,116 East
Indian, 481 Chinese, and 3,653 not
stated.™ :

Kingston, the capital of Jamaica,
stands on a gravelly soil. Thes popu-
lation by local census in 1901 was 46,-
542. It covers, with its suburbs, an
area of 1,080 acres of ground, regular-

ly sloping down to the sea. I
Q v,

Kingston Reported Destroyed.

St. Thomas, D. W. I, Jan. 15—The
cable station at Ilolland Bay, Jamaica, re-
ports that a very sevzre earthquake occur-
red there at 3.30 Monday afternoon. The
cable office was badly damaged and all the
land lines to Kingston were instantly in-
terrupted.

Communication by the land lines was re-
stored this afternoon to within five miles
of Kingston. That city reports a terrible
earthquake on Monday afternoon. The city
was destroyed and there was much loss of
life. The shocks continue. I'verybody is
camping out and much disti® prees pe.
Fires started at Kingston immg e’ =
ter the earthquake.

The Jamaica, Colon and the Jamaica

Bermuda cables are interrupted. P
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