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Caa!da fortunaﬁely is as yet compara-
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ity not improbable, that check had mnot
come and the record of rapid and eteady
growth was unbroken. And well might
he say that the outlook is bright and eat-
isfactory. In the light of the figures he
presented, it will be felt that his view
of the future is marked by his usual mod-
eration.

There will be no general revision of the
tariff. In epite of the pressure brought
to bear by the manufacturers, the govern-
ment stands firm. Mr. Fielding’s asser-
tion is that he sees no reason for a gen-
eral revision, a.nd he believes there are
strong Teasons’ against * any extensive
changés in the tariff schednlm The man-
ufacturers are told somewhat bluntly that
they are not suffering for  want of a
highet- ‘tariff, but from scarcity of labor
and lack of sufficient faetory room to per-
mit them to fill the orders. which crowd
upon them. As it is they-have held the
home ‘market well and pushed extensive-
ly into mew territory abroad.

The prdmise is made that whaenever
enough steel rails are made in the country
to supply our own needs an import duty
of $7 a ton will be placed on the foreign
product., Importers of machinery used
in the manufacture of beet sugar get an-
other year's grace, and machinery
for alluvial mining may be imported
free for one year. Germany’s discrimina-
tion againet Canada is met squarely by
the decigion to.tax German imports one-
third higher - than ' the Canadian general
tariff.

The British preference stands as it is,
but Mr.Fielding does not disguise the fact
that should the Mother Land decide defi-
nitely some months hence that she is not
prepared to meet us half way in the mat-
ter, the present tariff with relation to
Britain may be altered, the alterations to,
be 1governed by what shall then be the
best interests of Canada.

The stand taken -in regard to recmpro—
city with the United States will be gener-
ally commended as dignified and properly
indicative: of our feeling: of indepemrdence
due to our great and growing trade. Of
the resumption of megotiations for another
sesgion of the Joint High <Commission,
Mr, Fielding says virtually that we will
nof consent to another eession of that
body unless the United States gives ade-
quate assurance that Canada will be of-
fered good terms and that the Commis-
sion’s work would not be fruitless as
before. (Canada is willing to discuss the
matter, but the overtures must come from
the other side of the line. Because of the
success attending our own efforts to find
outside markets, reciprocity is not the
burning, question it once was and our
anxiety over it has diminished very ma-
terially. ¢

Of the tariff generally, “stability and
moderation are *to be the principal fea-
turgs. Such changes as may be made in
the future, we are told, will ‘depend large-
ly :upon the attitude of other countries
toward Canada. There will be a dispo-
sition  to meet them at their own game
should they adopt policies which our gov-
ernment deems injurious to our intereste.

Mr. Fielding contrasts Liberal success
with Tory failure most strikingly. The
average net annual increase in the public
debt during the last seven years has been
$1,097,529. During eighteen years of Con-
servative rule the annual average increase
was $6,560,000. The average yearly surpluses
of the Liberals have been $5,796,275, and
of the Conservatives $544,000.

Concise m form, statesmanlike in its
breadth of view, and justly confident in
tone because of the year’s remarkable
progress, Mr. Fielding’s speech takes high
rank. Through it all runs the mnote of
Liberal euccess, and in its facts there is
ample justification for the belief that Can-
ada’s future wiil be splendid beyond ' the
hopes of her most ganguine eons. i

THE ENGINEER'S STORY.

It appears from our Ottawa despatch
that Copeland, the engine driver of the
train which was ordered to stop at Wind-
sor Junction and which caused the col-
liston by running past that station-in di-
rect and inexplicable violation of orders,
has made a statement regarding the mat-
ter to officials of the railway department.
The man acknowledges that he received
and fully understood the order to stop.
When he came to Windsor Junction the
semaphore there was set, forbidding the
train to proceed. Yet it did not stop, but
went thundering on to meet  the other,
two-and-a-half miles away.

The engineer says he “must have lost
his senees.” He can give mo other ex-
planation of his action. He had been on
duty only:three or four hours before the
collision. He was regarded as one of the
best, as he was one of the most experi-
enged, :men in the employ of the-road.

As the Minister of Railways sald ini the

House Wednesday, thid¢ mbn had béen in'

the eervice for more than 30 years, and
there was not a mark against his record.
Before hig train reached ‘the junction he
was apparently fully impressed with the
necessity for stopping in obedience to his
instructions, and he must have known
that a catastrophe was likely to follow if
his orders were mnot obeyed. Disobedi-
ence under such circumstances was not to
be thought of for a moment. He acted
exactly as if his mind had been & blank
for some seconds. : Thus, as Hon. Mr.
Blair said, it is as yet almost impossible
to form any conclusion as to how or why
the accident occurred.

Every possible precautioh necessary to
ensure the safety of both traine had been
taken. The proper orders were sent and
received. ' The semaphdre whe set. There
was no fault in the regulations or in the
carrying out of those regulations. Both
conductors and both engine drivers inad
their orders and realized what they
meant, yet the very man who eeemed
most trustworthy appears to have failed
in. a4 manner mo ome can explain,
and to that failure must be ascribed
the terrible accident. It was a failure
which  no management could foresee or
prevent.
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TWAS NEW BRUNSWICK'S
DAY IN THE COMMONS.
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federation but they mwere never baken ad-
vxan:ta.ge of.

Employu Grew Carelegs.

As to the large mumber of accidents oc-
curring, there was no doubt. There was a

great loss of life among employes. The
men get a careleasnees, fbred by familiarity
with the habit of jumping on and off
shunting engines. They are fully alive to
the danger and hazard -of what they are
doing when they are committing an in-
discretion, but before they know what
they are about, they. are run over by a
train and life is lost. So it.is not possible
to make any regulation which will protect
the men to a. complete extent, or to a
much greater extent than the present re-
gulations against the consequences of their
own negligence and ifolly.

‘We had -an accident of a grave char-
acter on the Inbemolbmnl Railway the
other day, one of the gravest that has oc-
cured ifor a long time. It is-almost im-
possible to form a. i t as why or
‘how that accident eamé about. I have had
ﬁ;e veny . fullest “from ¢he officers

of 'the department u‘h “the spot. There i
no guestion at all but that évery provision
wiiicth ‘has-been ondaitied - for the punpose
‘of ensuring safety to trains coming and
going, which are liable to meet one an-
other had been observéd so dar as regula-
tiong could do it. .

‘“The conductors’ ahid’ ‘enginemen on
both trains received their mnotices where
the rcrossing of these two trains took
place, at Windsor Junction, and they both
acknowledged receiving them. The train
which is entirely to blame for the collision
came to the point at ‘Windsor Junction
wihere it ought to have stopped. There was
the semajphore signal forbidding that train
going .out, yet notwithstanding that the
engine driver awept through and within
twio miles and a half eof where he should
have stopped this traim, it -collided with
the other.”

Mr. Ingram—How long was that en-
gineer on duty? . ;

Engineer Says He Lost His Senses
- Mr. Blair—Only-three or four hours. He
had gjust come fresh to his train. That
officer was one of the, best and most ex-
perienced men we had; he had been 82
or 33 years in Hheservwe without & mark
against him. It appears that he did mot
lose his life,rand he has made the state-
ment that he must have lost his senses,
which is the only explanation he can make.
He knew he was to stop,and was apparently
thorouglﬂy alive to the duty of his stop-
ping ‘the train until he came mear ‘to tite
point where it was to stop, and then the
menital machinery failed to work.

“Now, 1 do not think if we had an in-
vesti,gation of the fullest and amplest
character, it would give us any more ev-
idence as to the facts, but I thought it
was desirable, and I concluded that if I
could find some guitable person who would
go there and have everybody who knew
anything at all about the matter give his
evidence, I would have the matter thor-
oughly looked into. I do not know that
we can get any more light, but it will
be a eatisfaction to kmow that every ef-
fort has been made to trace out all the
facts and to see whether there is any
fact that we do mot know. I camn only
say to my honorable friend that we re-
alize -the full: gravity and importance of
this eubject. We shall not treat it with
indifference, but, will deal with it in eucn
a manner as we deem’ conducive to the
protection of life .and property.

A. E. Kemp (East Toronto)—“I am sure
the membens of the house will be gratined
to know, from the stajement of the hon-
orable mmuster of raulvays ‘that the gov-
ernment have under jconsideration this
very serious matter to which my honor-
able friend from West Toronto (Mr.
Clarke) hag referred. I was somewhat
surprised a few daye ago to' learn that
the government had ‘mot in their posses-
sion any statistics of the number of fatal
accidents that occur on railroads, or the
number of persons injuped in railway ac-
cidents.

Mr. Blair—We are prolfxdmg for that ia
the new bill,

Mr, Kemp—I was going to suggest that

the matter might

bul. The minister of: railweys has an-
nounced that under the law as it exists a.'
person can be appointed to make an in-
quiry into an accident.

Last eession of
had a resolution

favor of an increase of pay to the track-
men on the Intercolonial.

because Mr. Blair

to look into the matter.

In the house today, in reply to Mr.
Kendall, Mr. Blair eaid that there were
two inoreases given the trackmen. That
was in 1900, when foremen got $1.65 in-
stead of $1.60, and trackmen $1.20 instead

of $1.15.

be covered in the ;Jew l

parliament, Mr. Logen
on the order paper in

It was dropped

$3.00

Since the last eession of parliament the - 850

pay of foremen was increased from $1.65
to $1.76 and of the trackmen from $1.20

to $1.30.
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There was a short.debate in the house
today on the Georgian Bay canal. It was
brought up By ‘Mr! Murray,’ 'who moved
for .theircorrespondence om the subject.
Sir Wilfrid Lauxier expressed. his sym-
pathy with the Freneh river:part of, ‘the
scheme. -In this regard he personally ap-
proved of the view taken by Mr. Tarte,
but as yet the government had not decid-
9(_‘] the question. As for the entire Geor-
gian Bay canal echeme, the government
was not able to give to the company what
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BICYCLES and SUPPLIES.

We are paying particular attenho'n to this business this season, and have ]md

in a large stock of
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ing hot season.
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We will sell the CLEVELAND WHEEL this year, and this wheel needs no
epecial words of praise, as its good qualities are known and recognized throughout
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When in need of anything in the BICYCLE and SUPPLY line, don’t forget
to write us for prices and circulars.
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AMHERST NEWS,

Maritime Coal Company Expanding Their
Business—Big Increase in I. C, R. Receipts.

April 16.—The Maritime Coal
Company, of which David Mitchell is the
general manager, are erecting 20 new miners’
cottages at their mines at Chignecto, this
courtty, Rhodes, Curry & Co. have the con-
are also preparing to build a
large store and.suite of offices. This com-
pany is continually expanding. They have
their own line of railway from the mines to
Maccan station and intend at an early date
to extend it to the mouth of the Maccan

river, where they have splendid shipping
facilities. H. A. Ellis, who has beemn the
competent accountant for the mew ‘company:‘
since its orgamization, will, leave shortly  to
take the gemeral managershl.p of a -large
lumber concern in Quebec,
ceeded by Frank P. Horn.

Mrs. Oressa Freeman fell at her reoldenoe'
a few days ago, fracturing her shoulder,

The freight receipts at this station during
the first quarter of 1903 show - a wonderful
expansion of business. The total  Feceipts
for the first .three months.of this year were
$64,721.50 as compared with $45,933.24 for the
corresponding months of 1902, an increase o‘l
$18,788.28.

The April i of the icipal eouncll
js being held here this week Warden Sea-

Colonidal House, Montreal
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