AJMU of the Remarkable
Overturn of France to De-
mocracy in 1871, and the
Practical Example It Sets Us
Now in Demands Upon
Germany.

The pendulum swings back to Sedan,
French troops, supported, in as strange
® development of history as anything
dhat has occurred in modern times, by
American troops, are approaching the
‘Hittle old city of the passenger chair on
$he Meuse. It is possible that their
sccupation of Sedan will mark the
,downfall of the empire of William IL
: Germany, just as the victory of the

ermans there in 1870 marked the

ownfall of the empire of Napoleon
dl1. of France.

Since the pendulum is so exact in
_point of geography, it may turn out to
{be so0 in certain other ways a3 well.
LAmazingly mechanical, absurdly repe-
ftious, is the seesaw of the nations. In-
\@inite subdivisior is transmuted into
/adamantine union in Gepmany and
'Italy; stolid, blocky Russ) becomes a
icongeries of broken Stages. From side
‘40 side ewings the pgfidulum of the
pation’s fate. And Jhere France was
in 1870, Germany syinds today. ¢
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on and invested Paris. a revoluti
France was necessitated No gov
ment was left. I

his. perfumed and pinchbeck Frene
Junkers had centred everything i
themselves. The whole nalion wa

steepea to the eyes in the sleepy Juice
of imperialism Louis * Napoleon
been elteted president by an a
unanimous vote because the
sick of ¢! and re
even more nearly
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went on votin
ter plebiscite justilie
body at the Fr
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was point to these suc
votes
the French people liked the empire
They were with it. It was nevert

less iniquitous, ruinous But defeat
was required, and an awful nation
humiliation, to teach this to the Frenc
Pk‘(ll)h*f*]ll\‘( asg it is taking the
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republicans in France. Monarchf

various types and purposes al *l

there were, ani

who didn't care. But of

there were none. After Sedan, after
the fall of Paris, French nation
looked about at its with a wild
amaze, and wondered what it should
do. Yet there was nothing else for
France to make Of itself, and so a re-
public was proclaimed.

The first thing was to get as good
terths out of the comqueror as possible.
Armies surrender unconditionally, but
nations do not. They bicker and hag-
gle to the last item of their posses-
sions. "They get the very best terms

tiey ean get. Here the French nation’'s

commercial ability came into good

play. Men had to represent it. The

en who came forward to speak for

France, with the general consent, were
a coalition of interests and parties. At
the head of them was a little writer
named Louis Alophe Thijers—a very

canny little southerner, the author of
some commonplace but popular works
of history, who had great, political
gifts and had proved them as a min-
ister under several governments.

Probably the new Assembly entrust-
ed the leadership to Thiers because it
was felt that he was going to be a safe
man in internal affairs. France then
-—the great majority of the people of
France—was desperately afraid of re-
publies. It really did not want a
republic And Thiers, although a lib-
eral, was classed as a monarchist. (He
did not turn out to be a monarchist.)
He, it was felt, would never turn the
country over to the Jacobins. He was
more likely to bring k the Kking.
Nobody, probably, ever suspected the
qualities of Washington and Hamilton
in him

Ne
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hich history regards as won-
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the German people. " I'he Germans were to continue to
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itsito remain even in the environs of
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|German emperor at Versailles. And

srtheless, when he came to faeélof construction of the republic. He
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then, with the Germans encamped
about them, the Bolsheviks of Paris
broke loose. They were not very nu-
merous, any more than the Bolsheviks
of Petrograd were numerous. But they
procl d the C ; they pro-
posed to overturn the republican gov-
ernment; they murdered generals and
the Archbishop of Paris; they raised
the red flag of terror.

But they did not do what the Bols-
heviks did in Russia. Adolphe Thiers
was not a man of the soft fibre of
Kerensky. Perhaps he had something
of the cruelty of the south in him. But
beyond all doubt he realized that the
crisis of the liberty and of the inde-
pendence of France had come—that it
the land was ever to lift up its head
again, this red and 1 insurrec-

Upon two principles of national ac-| .
:::!l Thiers founded the Third repub-|
(1) Sound public finances, with full
nationa) responsibility for the debts of
previous governmental systems, anda
public debt owed to the people.

(2) Governmental responsibility to
the people, with political . stabilfty
maintained at all hazards.

Perhaps there is not much of good
government outside of these prin-
ciples.

_Now about Germany. Here is a na.
tion which has been as badly fooled by
the Hohenzollerns as France was by
Louis Napoleon. Will it have the
sense to discover the fact, and, wheth’
er or not the victorious Entente Al
lies remove the Hohenzollerns from all

tion must be put down. He put it
down.

With & sigh, history draws a veil be-
fore the bloody punishment inflicted
upon the insurgents of the commune.
The safe founding of the Third repub-
lic, which hag endured for forty-eight
years and promises to endure forever,
seems to justify his severity. But he
might have done it with less blood-
shed.

After that, the task of France was
one of reconstruction of the nation and

laid the foundation deep. Under the
new constitution that was adopted, he
became president of the republic. He
was president. He ruled. But he was
not a selfish dictator. He kept Gam-
betta by his side, but minimized his
power. The people of France began
to find out that they were republicans
after all. Thiers kept the country
quiet—no resurgence of Bolshevikism
at all; he disappuinted the monarch-
istg terribly, for they thought ht
would restore the monarchy. He had
no intention of doing any such thing.
He made the republican idea his lode-

star,
His fiscal measures were an aston-
ishing success. Like Hamilton, he

“touched the rock of public eredit, ani
the stream of revenues gushed forth
In three years the last German soldier
was gone. He advanced the fixed date
for evacuation, indeed, by the antici
pation of payments France was o1
its feet once more

His theory was that a conservative
republic was the only payment
regime possible in France, and he said
so in his public deliverance. But the
royalists got, for a time, a majority on
the chamber. A vote was passed
against him, and in May, 1873, faithful
to the principle of responmsibility, he
resigned the presidency, to be succeed-
ed by Mdrshal MacMahon, an avowed
royalist

If Thiers' wisdom had in truth
founded the Third republic, the fool-
ishness of the monarchists helpel him.
to make it secure, for the governmen:
of MacMahon was a failure. By that
time the people of France had acquir-

ed the sense of self government. They
gave MacMahon the choice of submit-
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tion with public power and all
possibility of return to it, will it dis.
prlace the government and the system
that they represent, and in some form
institute popular rule, republican rule
or democratic rule? Some may say
that the hope of this is vain, because
the German people are really with the
Kaiser. But so were the French peo
ple with Louis Napoleon. The French
people’s support of his imperial rule
had been proved in repeated plebis-
cites. No presbiscite has been. taken
in Germany on this question; the near-
est approach to it is the last vote for
members of the Reichstag, in which
the party having by far the largest
vote is the Socialist party.
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these tiny sufferers.

purposes
Unless the sick and #arving children of Belgium are given
o e Tibetrigas Rickas and kadied e wil
claim the next generation. That is Belgium’s outlook.
And yet a few dollars will restore health and étrength to one
: Will you open yoyr purse and help!
If \Cate had willed it that pou should SEE these babies starv
would share your all with them.  Must you SEE, before you will

Make cheques payable and send contributions to '

Belgian Kelief Fund

(Registered under the War Charities Act)
to your Local Committee, or to
Headguarters: 59 St. Peter St., Montreal. '

Before m ait down to another
meal, of the Bel

children too weak tos

the »up‘l-'li.-c. and giv

geuerou

| its flag.

your Honor Flag.

four crowns.

LOAN 1918,

1ssued by Canada’s Vi

But how about the crowns?

Loan
in co-operation with the Minister of Finance
of the Dominion of Canada

How Many Crowns for

Your Homnor Flag?

_ Of course every city, town and district
will earn its Honor Flag.

For every twenty-five per cent. in
excess of its quota, each city, town and
district will be entitled to add a crown to

Can you do fifty pet cent. better than
your quota—that means two crowns for

But double your quota and it means

Hang a flag in your hall, that for years
to come will show that your city, town or .
district did better than well—

That it was a real factor in the huge
success of CANADA’S VICTORY
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