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Curiosity Aroused by Rostand’s Drama Insures a

Good Run With Big

Receipts --= Poetic and

Literary Value Likely To Be Lost in Translation
==-Author Cuts Many Lines.

Paris, Feb. 16~No modern spec-
tucls has had a more searching in-
itial test before the ublie than
“Chantecler.,” 1t was all the more
severe i that the public had so long
been bombarded with prospectuses,
conjectures, newspaper Inventions,
egsays, squibs and burlesque on the
theme of the piece. 2

This iuitiel test at the Porte Baint:
Martin Theatre was in three parts.
First wgs the dress rehearsal on
Sunday /nigh at which the audience
was doubtless the most brilliant that
has been gathered in Paris on such
an occasion since the factitious splen.
dors of the Becond Bmpire ;then, fol:
lowed on Monday the real premlere
performance, designated by the letter
A. and on Tuesday the other so-called
premlere distinguished by the letter

’rhe vanity and self-esteem of hun:
dreds of persons in Parls, who are
accustomed to being Invited to all
first performances, but many of whom
have sent word to the management
at an early date that they cotlld not
be présent, had, in this instance, to
be most carefully considered. It was
certaln that this time nobody, except
under stress of genuine necessity,
would forego the opportunity of “as-
sisting” at this unique eplsode In the
history of the spectacular and poetic
arts,

MM. Hertz and Jean Coquelin, the
directors of the Porte Saint-Martin,
notwithstanding certain resentinents
which ( they had expressed, more or
Joss covertly, during the last prepar:
atory weeks, appeared to realize fully
that they could not afford to make
any new enemies in connection with
this plece before it was finally launeli-
€d, Thetefore, those present at what
1 have termed the three initial per-
formances it may be safely said were
superlutively represented of the culti-
vated taste and practiced judgment
of Parls In mutters theatrieal and Ii-
tarary,

A Divided Paris Verdict,

The result is as singular as it is
interesting. The verdict of the select-
ed public appeurg after due analysis,
to be threefold. Of the tremendous
poetlc success of Bdmond Rostand
there was never for an instant the
slightest doubt; of the spectacular
success of the staging of the plece
there could be no doubt; of the stc-
cess of the work from the point of
view of human and dramatic interest,
which I8 an essential test, after all,
‘where the presentation of any concep-
tion In theatrical form is concerned,
there was every doubt; or, to reverse
the order of expresgion, there wus
hardly any doubt of the failure of the
vroduction fn the strict dramatic
sense except insofar as the, curfosity
of the general public may render it
the source of grest pecuniary t
to the author and his assoclates,
‘Those who have seen the play of
courde put emphasis on those ele

ments in it, answering to their indi

vidual prejudices or predictions,
There has been presented, there
fore, at each performance, the remark-
fible cuse of a house divided on many
points against itself, but united in
common recognition of the powerful

and profound impression produced by
the ce a4 a whole, in the effectin
of whi only & master mind coul

eapable,

ecler” will have & run of
more than 100 nights at the
int Martin to overflowing

als of most of the other con-
tinental countries. The mometary fraits
.{ the production in Paris are alnuy
of amaing proportions. What {
French call the “succes de eurlonm"
win nmun at its height for seversl

: Rostand Makes Ghanges,
M‘gd who, in te of his
# admirable sense of

the ommncm of the theatre,

himself with feverigh én-
he dresy rehiesrssl 10 con-

solldating this “succes de curlosite”
i possible, into a fully. rounded thea-
trical success. He promptly heeded the
almost unanimous objections of the
eritics to the third act, and has been
pitiles for his own beautiful metrical
“tours de force” wherever: they cum-
bered it, cuttng out some three hun-
dred lines at one fell swoop, including
the tirade of Chantecler against his
rivals in which occurs the now fam-
ous alliterative passage—a seemingly
endless string of variations of all the
words in the French language which
have in them in any guise of spelling
or syllabic sound of “coq.” This act
welghed heavily upon the audience at
the dress rehearsal and at the pre-
miere on Monday.

The Lo1@th act, too, displeased part
of the audlence, and was slightly hiss-
ed. This has also been shortened. Al
together the amelioration in the act:
ing of the plece has effected anecon-
omy of abouut 35 minutes of time,

As to the definite fate of Chantecler
& bon mot of Alfred Caups, the emin-
ent dramatist, 1s perhaps the most apt
comment that has been made.

“We ghall know after the two hun-
dredth performance,” said he “wheth-
er Chantecler is really a success or
a fallure.”

Its Chances in America.

1 put the question today to one im-
pressario of Parls, who has a most
intimate knowledge of the theatrical
preferences of the American public.

“Chanteclar,” he said, “with all the
unprecedented reclame which preced:
ed its production, it, of course, a fi-
nanelal success, but it is not, and nev-
er will be in the correct sense of the
phrase, an artistic success. After the
first furor over its fantastic novelty
has ceased it will be dropped from
the repértoire and it is not likely ev-
er again to be presefited on the stage.
This opinion is not in derogation of
its wonderful merit as & poem.

“Furthermore, 1 don't think that it
can be produced successfully in Am-
erica, It 18 not possible to translate
and to adapt it so that an English:
speaking public wotlld appreciate its
literary beauties and ‘charges d'es:
prit,) that are so captivating for the
French, Then your American theatre.
goers demand dramatic action and
real human feeling, In these “Chan-
tecler' is pauinfully deficient, The
marvels of scenery and costuming of
which it is the occasion are unde-
niable, but similar effects have long
been produced in Christmas panto-
mimes and in such plays as ‘A Mid-
summer Night's Dream,” although nev-
er, possibly, on so great a scale.”

ete are no intelligent criticiams
of “Chantecler” in Paris which have
not been marked by malice, like a
|certain one in a German newspaper.
[For instance, they have fafled to rec-
ognize Its profound symboliem and its
splendid Iyrical merit of style. The
obscurity of some of the important
declamatory passages is certain to de-
tract from the last in the enjoyment
of the rcldlnr public. The publication
of the poem in book form, bi‘: the way,
is promised for the end of this month,

Featurés Dropped.

Many legends, more or less curious,
about “Chantecler” were not realized
in its production. One of these was
to the efféct the hen-pheasant was to
lay an egg on the stage in full view
of the andience. It has sald
that Simene categorically refused to
comply in this respect with the rcn
instructions. Another was that in the
fourth act a rat was to bite the leg
of the pheasant. This ungallant inel
dent was also suppressed. wis
disappointment too, that no human be-
ing appeared in the plece, it having
been previously said that & pair of
man's legs were at a certain point 4n
the action to traverse the barnyard,
the greater part of the towering form
above them being hidden by the sky
curtaing of the stage.

One of the gravest criticlsms of

the poem is that there are two

propos
dig- | matic eriticlsm does not
tinct cufrents of thought in it, wu& France,” 7

nf"wumu

son in Lecturing Before New
York Audience.

————
New York, Feb, 16.—Dr. Bdwin E.
Blosgson, literary editor of “The In-

dependent,” who as a little child, used
to accompany his mother to the polls
in Kansas end later, as a benediet,
uged to vote with his wife in Wyom-
ing. pointed out a few things germane
to the “woman's movement” lagt night
before the New York PFellowship of
the Christinn  Socialist
Ameniea, The occaslon was a dinner
at Katil's, in Park Place.

He began by saying he would define
woman's righte as her duties and op-
portunities, for he didn't consider
there had been any ldeal age in the
past from which they had been hand-
ed down s inalienable, “I doubt,”
sald he, “if there ever wae a natural
man, and I am quite sure that patural
women never existed. But just as you
can't study zoology by contemplation
of caged specimens, 8o you can't find
from a study of the women of today
what they can and what they can't
do.

“Women usually are not' regarded
a8 human beings, but as women, The
chivaltoug attitude toward women cou-
gists in talking of them as if they
were angels and treating them as if
they” were fools, To find out what
work women are capable of doing they
ghould have the right to work and
demonstrate their ability or its lack
in every line,

“This right to work 1 wodld define
a8 8 fundamental right. Another is
the right to marry, that i{s, when an
opening offers. In many places cus-
tom or law prevents this. Here in
New Cork young women are not allow-
od to marry when teaching school. I
think it would be better, If there must
be o rule, that only married women
ghould be allowed to teach, just as,
if there must be a rule, I prefer the
Russian rule that a parish priest shall
have a wife to the Catholic rule that
he shall not,

“When we pick out the brightest
young men for cortain fellowships and
prescribe that they shall not marty
in o given term of years; when we
pick ot the healthiest, likeliest youths
for the army and navy and forbld
them to marry and when we choose
the brightest, most intellectual young
women as teachers and prevent them
from marrying, we are committing
a crime against the future of" the
race." ;

Dr, 8losson considered man an in-
consistent being because he had mould
ed women to suit his taste and then
found fault with her for her lmita-
tions. He showed that man had enr
dowed the fair sex with those vir-
tues for which he didn't have any
use himself, such a 1§ selfishness, mod-
esty, humility and the like, and that
woman, through the same process of
sex selection, had delegated to man
virtues in a class with bravery and in-
dustry which she would rather pos-
sess by proxy.

Then he sald there was a great deal
mote fuss over the question of woman
suffrage than it individually was worth
defining it as one of those movements
for which very little can be sald and
agalust which there can be sald noth«
ing.

Other speakers were the Rev. Eliot
F. White and Joshua Wauhope, asso-
clate editor of “Wilshird's Magazine.”
The Rev. John D. Long, of the Flat-
bush Presbyterian church, presided.

POLITIGAL AMNESTY
FOR BARGELONA REBELS

Madrid, Feb, 16.—Premier Canejales
has announced that he is preparing
decrees for amnesty to‘the prisoners
of the Barcelona rebellion. It is fe-
ported also that the Spanish Govern-
ment has decided to pardon Prince
Pignatelll and the other officery ar-
rested at the time of the manifesta-
tions against the Government on Jan.
13 last.

Large meetings of Catholics are be-
ing held throughout Spain to protest
against the re-opening of lay schools,
three of which were opened today at
San Sebastian, Santiago and Manresa.
At Santingo a letter received from
Pope Pius was read. Pablo Iglesias,
the Socialist leader at a meeting here
in favor of granting amnesty to 600
PBarcelona prikoners, predicthd fhe
assassination of former Premier An-
tonlo Maura, if that statesman were
returned to power, The Heraldo claims
10 possess information showing that
#several prelates, notably the bishop
of Madrid, knew In advance of the
downfall of the Moret y Prendergast
ministry.

the author, in spite of, apparently, the
greatest efforts of which he is capable,
failed to harmonize., One is the idyllic
inspiration; the other the satirical. Mr,
Rostand 18 reproached with over-
loading certain parts of the piece with
every kind of artificial jest, puns,
plays upon words, and even slang,
while in others there is by far too
much bombast, too much grandilo-
quence, which descend at timea even
into mere poetic acrobatics unworthy
of the name of literature,
Faults Of Paris Critics.

Finally, it should be noted that Par-
is critics are pretty sharply divided
into two opposing camps so far as
this plece 18 concerned. At the same
time this division corresponds toler-
ably closely with the permanent div-
islon universally recognized—that of
the erities who have all some sort of
mutual dependence upon the directors
of the theatres, and also upon one an-
other, chiefly because they themselves
have ambitionz as fabricators of playa,
and that of the critics, a minority who
are relatively independent. 1 gay, re-
latively because there is no absolutely
Independent journalist in France,

There has been much praise of
“Chantecler” which s insincere, as
there has been much dispraise that
was prompted by jealousy, spite, and
hatred.

Henrl Rochefort, who occasionally
writes the unprejudiced truth, says,
o of “Chantecler,” that “dra-
exist in

'Tulle Hats On 77!3 Way

|POPYAIONTED 8V
weRe  FEOBH

Hats and semi-bonnets of tulle are said to be on the way to popuhrnty.
rﬂu‘u one for theatre or party wear which indicates the style. It is really
a turban of soft straw—the brim of which is covered with shirred tulle, and
an enormous puff of the tulle decorates one side.

PARIS FLOODS |WITH WOMEN

70 Princess St.
Clifton Houss Bullding.
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Sale of Timber Lanas, Mill, Driving
Dams, Store, Cottages, etc, Hstate ot
the A. L. Wright Lumber Co Limited,
Salisbury, N. B.

The above mentioned property will be
sold at Public Auction at 12 o'clock noen,
at Chubd's Corner, St. John, N. B, on

F. L POTTS,

Auctioneer eal

Stock and Bond Broker, Og-

fice and Balesroom,

Saturday, 26th February, 1910, This
property ot ihe ing
Ist 'x‘lmber lands, situated on the Cov.

le River, Albert Co., N. B., com-
rlllnx about 5,000 acres of granted
ands, 18,000 acres of Government
leased lands, and 500 acres of farm

Estate,
No.

TENDERS FOR ACETYLENE MA.

CHINES, ETC.

and machines may be inspected at the|

cepted,

Lo P D
Solicitor,

TILLEY,
Canada Life Building.

iermain 8t. (Masonic block). lagds-—a total of about 27,500 a
Goods and Merchandise re- |2nd, w and up-to-date saw -mill, cost-
ceived for Auction Sales. ing #$30,000, equipped with lighting
Horses and Sales at Resl- plant, planers, matcher, and & yat-
dente a speciaity. ety of smsil machinery.
8rd. Stare, 12 Workmen's (‘utmgen new
large barn costing $3,000, Black-

smith shop,
buildings.

Pork ua-J.mf and Butter factory,
equipped with large bLoller ana eie
gine, and nmnhllmry

bourding house and out
ith,

6th. Charter of the Coverdale Log Driv-
Tenders will be received up to :_’H\”‘FE:Q ‘g:\‘::ﬂ;ﬂb \U‘u; nx!‘n‘;u and
March 5th, 1919, at the office of the M o B

B e » . pany, driving dany sler
undersigned, for the stock in trade & % DIETN. S
and tools belonging to The Victoria 3 o
’ % Schedules and Crulsers’ re)

Acetylene Company of Canada, Lim iy # ‘ Doty wb ol
: b above lands and properties can be pros

ited, a list of which may be seen at| ired at the office of Thomas Bell, Pri
the oflice of the undersigned. Tools g

cess street, St.

ther

John, N. B., where any
desired information can a'se ba

company's works Hampton, by apply H’N
ing to J. W. Smith, Hampton, N. B.| ™% R, G. HALEY,
Tenders will be recelved for the| THSMAS BELL.
whole or any part thereof. The high- Ligquidators.
¢ 2 ap TOREE o ap. ‘. HARRISON.
est or any tender not necessarily ac m Bigaidaton. 26i-ar28

B., January 24,

F. L. POTTS,
Auctionesr,
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Mons. Flammarion Writes of | Gifts Lavished On Some Wo-
Them in New York Herald, men Their Whole Lives
Commenting Upon Their| Through---A Succession of

gent flood, as one may see from thelgple to "do the delicate - needlework
following little comp: ative note, bas:| (hemsgelves they send the tiny gar
ed on the records of the Pout de 10| n04¢9 to some convent, and there are
Tournelle: several near New York where em
_164(', 7m, 66cm,.; 1658, Sm. §lem.; broidetry is done
}é;g ;'I: z::m ::'\" ‘:‘[: 4,,:::: Take it all in all, the popular girl
1896, bm. n‘-’p:-: ‘”‘I“' Sm. 4g0th ‘*1 has even more than she wants of this
'"-" y;nr' I‘J.I‘(l }h.‘wt‘m“v ““m Yo world’'s goods given to her her whole

life through, and all her friends are
¢ 5 1ot rical
tain & gloomy fame in metcorologica glad when especial .ocacsions make it

Y ywing P
;:‘lg“l:‘l:::f?;:(nelles:\‘:ll:‘vr rt(”!}w hj&'u:::ﬂ posgible for f‘“"" to give her tokens
and to the devastating floods which|Of affection which wil be also useful.
resulted from it. But, Hn|‘n:|r.\”|10

ridespread t 18
:l:lo;gml,o?t '}:";:,rrt “:llllv‘v :»ivhr-r ”!u 1111-! of a river, being l'(m‘nd to flow by it
appearance of Drake’s comet, discov-| to the sea, causes it to 0“*‘1’“})\'/ Wlu.\n
ered on January 16, at .!nlmnnnslnn‘ﬂ.!" spreads beyond its bed. The basin
nor to the approach of Halley's comet,| 0f the Seine for instance, measures
which 18 at present wandering at al 44,000 square Kilometres of surface
distance of 262,000,000 kilometres from| 8nd annually receives twenty-elght
48, These hairlike bodies can exert|billlon cubic metres of rain. Taking
1o action on our meteorology and like.| Off fifty per cent. for evaporation,
wise they have no Influence on earth.| there remains fourteen billion cubic
quakes, “The great comet of 1811, as metres which feed all the water cour-
well as that of 1858, having colncided| 8€s of this basin during one year. and
with warm years and an excellent the disproportionate outflowing of

these brings on disastrous floods.

It is generally thought that the mass
of water which falls as rain each year
is insufficient to feed the vast water
courses which are presented by the
different basins that divide the physi-
cal globe, This is an error. We know
for a great number of localities how
much water falls a year. By taking
account of the extent of the country
thus watered one finds much more
water than necessary to feed the

wine crop, these two facts have been|

associated and the conclusion Thas|

been drawn that comets have the pow-|

er to warm our atmosphere. That was|

purely an aeeidental coincidence
Origin of the Floods.

Floods never have any other origin
than rain from the skies flowing off
too freely after they fall, or the melt-
ing of snow when it is both very
abundant and comes down suddenly,

The water which falls in the basin Continued on page 7,
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Necessity is the
Advertising was invented
brief.
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by The Man who was Forced to be
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FOR SALE

| FLORISTS

FOR SALE-—At SBpringfield Corner in

the County of Kings,

o

ADAM SHAND, FLORIST.

.m st~
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PROPRIVTORY

BEER |

! Victoria Hotel

“apd 27 King Stress

ROBT. MAXWELL,

Mason and Builder, Valuator

and Appraiser.

Brick, Lime, Stone,
Tile, and Plaster

Worker.

Office 16 dyaney Strest i
Res. 386 Duion SL

Tol 853

whJORN, X &

l-?]pctﬂc passenger elevator and al. modern
lmprovements

i D. V: McCormick . .

\Felix Herbert Hotel

EDMUNSTON.
ISAmple Rooms, Livery Stable, Oood
| Comfortable Rooms and Good Table.
|  Free Hack to all trains.

Proprietor.

| Moderate Prices.
J M. SIROIS, Proprietor,

ll{l.DLBl\,fU\ S LEADING HOTEL
8 THE

ana --mlBARKERHOUSE

QUEEN STREET.

| Centrally located; Jarge new sample
rooms, private baths, electric lights and

COAL

My Coal is good Coal,
best satisfaction. TRY IT.

JAMES S. McGIVERN, I

Agent, 6 Mill street.

bells, hot water hu.tmu lhmnghous

| 1. V. MONAHAN,
WAVERLY HOTEL

FREDERICTON, N. &
The best

zives
g 9100 a day Hotel In

New Brunswiek of our bess
rooms $1.50 per day. Hghts
and stenm heat throughouvt.

JOMNSTON and DEWAR, Prop
To! 48 Regout 84, Fredericton, N. B '




