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conception than any other influence, lor 
who could look upon the stage representa­
tion of the ideal spinster, without a leeliug 
of impatient contempt P She never changes, 
this stock character ; ages may pass, dynas­
ties be overthrown and kingdoms crumble 
into dust but still the melodramatic maiden 
aunt continues to gambol across the stage 
on the tips of her toes, shaking her cork­
screw curls, fluttering her muslin flounces, 
mincing her words and uttering bashful lit­
tle squeals every time she encounters a 
young man. She still tries to take her 
young niece’s lover from her, and imagines 
every man in the piece is desperately in 
love with her, just as she did in the days 
of our great-grandmothers, and as she will 
doubtless continue to do long after the 
present generation has ceased to take an 
active part in the affairs of this world. 
She is one of those dramatic properties 
which seem indispensible to the success of 
a certain style of drama, and in which the 
stage is singularly behind the times.

Perhaps the day may come when some 
unknown dramatic author will suddenly 
leap from obscurity into eminence by ex­
terminating the stage old maid and putting 
on the boards instead the bachelor woman
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was “not a happy one.”
She was unselfish, patient, devoted and 

cheerful, but yet all these qualities which 
would have been so charming in a matron 
or a young girl, were neutralized by the

Once upon a time there were old maids 
in the world, and one heard them fre­
quently alluded to both by young maids, 
matrons and men as a sort of necessary 
evil, a deplorable result of modern civiliz­
ation, and the preponderence of the female
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4 H 4OSKPH. the Solent from the private grounds at 
borne, but few are aware that this is the 
royal bathing-house. One of the chief 
enjoyments of Her Majesty at Osborne is 
sea-bathing, and the barge is arranged for 
this purpose. When desired the water 
rushes into the vessel and forms a spacious

Os- / X“Act I.—At first the infant, mewling and puking in the 
nurses arms.”

To play the first act successfully, to lead to the second 
gracefully, he may need Nursing-Bottles, Nursing-Fit­
tings, Infants’ Food, Condensed Milk, Lime-Water, 

ing-Syrup, Syrup of Spices, Spiced Syrup of Rhu- 
Powder Putts, Violet Powder, Puff Boxes, Hair
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Hot-Air Pumping Engine.
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Ш) These Engines are Used for Pumping Water fora 
Great Variety of Purposes.

FOR CITY HOUSES, where the water from the 
mains dot s not rise sufficiently high to supply the upper 

WffJ] floors. For this purpose the Engine is placed in the 
cellar and the tank on the roof ; the water is pumped di- 

\[1 rectly from the mains up to the tank. This arrange-
ment furnishes running water on every floor of the 

APL—J highest housesJgnLjjL FOR SUBURBAN RESIDENCES they are inval- 
jftr—uable from a sanitary point of view alone, and the luxury 

of havmgplenty of pure running witer on the several floors of a 
country home cannot be over-estimated, and is a very great protection 
in case of fire.
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oie unhappy fact that she was an old maid» 
and so she was looked down upon and con­
sidered of no account in the world simply 
because, as far as the outside public knew, 
no man had chosen her to be his life com­
panion, and so set the “guinea stamp” of 
masculine approval upon what could 
scarcely be considered true metal without 
it, however pure the gold itself might be.

The mere sound of the word “old maid” 
calls up a vision of its own, a vision of a 
pale thin woman with a sharp face and 
scant gray hair, worn in unbecoming ring­
lets, who affects black silk aprons and is 
addicted to black lace mittens, spectacles, 
and little prim looking reticules. We not 
only clothe her to suit our own imaginations, 
but we insist that she shall have a mincing 
walk, a prim mode of speech, and be 
eternally instilling prunes and prism max­
ims into the minds of the younger genera­
tion. Poor old maiden aunts of fiction and 
imagination, what caricatures they were,

ousider over the male sex. People almost invar­
iably referred to an old maid in terms of 
contemptuous pity, and treated her with 
only half-veiled toleration, unless she hap­
pened to be wealthy ; when all other senti­
ments on the part of her relatives were 
submerged in indignation that she per 
sisted in living when she might have 
retired from a world in which she had no 
especial place, and left her money to those 
who would know how to spend it much 
better than she.

When the old maid was not wealthy, she 
was sure to be one of two things, either t 
governess or a poor relation who spent her 
time in visiting around from the house of 
one relation to another, and filling the post 
of an unpaid and junthanked drudge in each 
household. When she grew too old and 
feeble for work, the walls of some home for 
the aged swallowed her up, and a plain 
funeral, with one coach following the 
hearse, ended the dull story of her life.
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rOR MAMMA, AUNT AND THE BABY.
The baby wears a long cloak of gray merino, with a crocheted wool cape in blue 

and gray over it. The cap is of surah with lace border. The mother’s dress is of 
cheney silk, entirely self trimmed. The gown on the left is of gros grain figured 
with mottled diagonal stripes, and is trimmed with gros grain ribbon to match and 
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bith, as comfortable as it is safe and con­
venient. The internal fittings are, of course, 
of a most elaborate character.

BRINGS IT REACHES
THE HOMES.

of today, as she really appears ; but I fear 
it will not be very soon, such an iconoclast 
would have too much to contend with.

It is a sad and solemn fact that the old 
maid is fast becoming an extinct genus, 
and what the human family will do without 
her, when she finally disappears, I scarcely 
dare to think.

Her place is being taken by a creature 
whose life is too full of broad and living 
interests to allow her to sink into a state 
of despondence ; who has too much pres­
sing work of her own to be any longer at 
the beck and call of every relation who 
happens to need her services, and who is 
of too much importance in the world for 
anyone to dream of snubbing, or under­
valuing her. In short, the scornful term 
“old maid” has not only ceased to be gener­
ally used, but its unpleasant significance 
has departed, and the woman who has 
remained single, either from choice or ne­
cessity, has just as good a place in the 
world, and is just as much respected 
as any wife and mother in the land. She 
works for her own living and is beholden to 
none, therefore she is naturally much 
sought after, and being tree from the many 
cares that tie down the married woman, 
she has more time to spare for social inter­
course, and more to devote to her friends 
when they stand in need of help or sympa­
thy, and as her services are now given 
quite independently, of -ker own free will, 
instead of as an equivalent for her board 
and lodging, they are appreciated and 
gratefully acknowledged. She is no lon­
ger a burden to anyone, but a self-support­
ing institution, and one who has to be 
sought and approached with respect.

In short, she bestows favors now, where 
she received them in former years, and her 
position has changed so greatly that it 
looks almost as if the bachelor woman was
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Why Tatty Becomes White.
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You have often wondered and have evf n 
gone so tar perhaps as to ask your scientifi­
cally inclined friend why car.dy or taffy 
made from brown sugar, or even molasses, 
becomes white by pulling and working. 
The question is not a hard one to find an 
answer for, provided you look in the right 
place, but it is 10 chances to 1 that you 
have never seen a solution of the enigma 
in print. First the exposure to the air and 
the friction evaporates the syrup, which 
contains most of the coloring matter, and 
facilitates the oxidization of the carbon in 
the sugar, which is always white. Sugar 
contains 11 atoms of oxygen to 12 of carbon 
and 11 of hydrogen. The syrup drained 
from this same sugar in the refining process 
not only contains more or less of coloring 
matter, but has a smaller proportion of ox­
ygen to the amount of carbon. Still another 
reason why taffy is whitened by the pulling 
process is because it is in effect similar to 
crushing. Pure, clear rock candy, when 
crushed, has its powers of absorbing light 
destroyed or greatly impaired, the pulver­
ized portions reflecting all the elementary 
colors in each ray, whiejb, of course, results 
in the eye receiving the impression of white 
light. ____________ __________
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This is a well-made, practical machine, writing capitals, small loiters 
figures, and punctuation marks (tl in all) on full width paper, just like a 
$100 instrument. It is the first of its kind over offered at' a popular price 
for which the above claim can bo truthfully made. It is not a'toy, but a type­
writer built for and capable of real work. While not as rapid as the 
large machines sometimes become in expert hands, it is still at least as 
rapid as the pen and has the advantage of such simplicity that it can be 
understood and mastered almost at a glance. We cordially commend it to 
helpful parents and teachers everywhere.
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French Statue* to Woman.

Hitherto in France, Joan of Arc has 
been almost the only woman to mount upon 
a marble pedestal, but the privilege is be­
ing extended. At Virres, a statue is 
being raised to Mme. de Sevigne, and at 
Valenciennes a similar honor is in store 
for Mile. Ducenois. Apropos of these 
tacts, a French writer observes, “Women 
being, even in marble, so much more de­
corative than ourselves, one can only re- 
jeice over the event of feminine statues.”

: copies

Mi, Writes capitals, small letters, Easy to understand—learned In
5 minutes.

!
ч1 Yost ” figures and marks—71 in all.

$m Weighs only 4 Bounds™most 
portable.

No shift keys. No Ribbon. Compact, takes up but little 
Prints from the type direct.il È

:: Writes just like a $100 machine.t\\XLIER. fhi,

AN. B. Ц room.
Built solid and simple, can’t get 

out of order.
Capital and lowercase keyboard 

alike—easily mastered.
More "margin play”

letters which do moat of 
the work.
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І ill Prints on flat surface.І /

1 Writing always in sight.
Corrections and insertions eas­

ily made.
Takes any width of paper or

envelope up to 81-2 inches. Takes good letterpress copies

An Antl-M»trlmonlal Club.І Frankfort has a remarkable anti-matri- 
monial ladies’ dub. Ladies of between 
twenty and forty years of age are alone ad­
missible, and upon election, with an annual 
subscription of £10, they take a vow never 
to marry. It can hardly be a very alarm­
ing oath, aa a fine of £100 is all that is de­
manded from a member who may find love 
and marriage a more tempting prospect 
than clubs and companions. Every mem­
ber must attire herself in bltck and for­
swear novels.
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ЖTOILETTES FOR ELDERLY AND YOUNGER LADIES.
The costume on the left h of black crepon trimmed with guipure lace mid a 

purple satin vest and revers. That on the right is striped iridescent taffetas with a 
narrow ribbon niching. The waist trimming is of chiffon edged with laoe. The 
center figure shows a Scotch plaid outing suit with a double cape of brown covert

destined to be the curled darling of society 
at no distant date, and as if the “ Woman 
of the Future,” of whom we hear so much, 
might possibly be none other than the very 
one who was held up to ridicule a few years 
ago, under the contemptuous title of the 

Astra.

sed our 
sj given Packed securely in handsome case and expressed to any address on 

receipt of price—18.00, in registered letter, money order or certified check. 
We guarantee every machine and are glad to answer all inquiries for 
further information. ЖHer French. ШIRA CORNWALL,(proud mother of the 

accompusnea gin graduate)—I hope, Alice, 
that you addreesed that French count in 
his native tongue. What did he say in

rt5<LH.

Mrs. BoiOld Maid.ribbon, 
as of all

Gen. Agent for Maritime Provinces, Board of Brade B4dg,' St-’John, N. Bn

"““’agents wanted.

ft
and how utterly unlike the originals who 
were often the Florence Nightingales and 
Grace Darlings of the world !

I think perhaps the modern drama has 
done more to perpetuate this strange mie-

Of course there were exceptions, and 
households in which the maiden aunt was 
loved and appreciated as she deserved, but 
they were as rare as most exceptions, I am 
afraid, and the lot of the old maid, like

Where the Queen Bathes.

Passengers by the steamers between 
Portsmouth and Southampton generally 
notice an abnormally large barge moored 
at the end of the jetty which protrudes into

apologized and said he was 
sorry, but he understood nothing but 
French.
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OUTING GOWNS FOB EARLY FALL.
The gown on the left is of shrimp pink reps with girdle and figaro of mordoré 

velvet, the waist being elaborately trimmed with lace and folds. The central figure 
іч a costume of гіЬЬзіі velatina. blue and crimson. The figure in the background is 
of figured wool and accordion plaited taffetas. The child’s frock is of white cotton 
crepon with trimming of brocade and a little embroidery above it.
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