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cipline them and chasten them and agonize over
them, It is hard to give up our spare bedroom to
somé dependent old umcle, or to have the peace of
our household = disturbed by. some querulous old
grandfather. It is hard to have to go without books
and pi and aut bil in order to shield
some miserable, extravagant and ungrateful relative
from the consequence of his own wrongdmng

But the beauty of it is that responsibilities ae-
cepted change their forms, just as responsibilities
avoided do. Thqy appear at first as weights and af-
terward ' a§ wings. The = disagreeable burden  that
presses us down beneath its load at lasb begins to
grow buoyant and’lifts us up. It carries us iistead
of our carrying it.

Years pass sometimes before this beatific trans-
formation “takes place. We seem lLkely to he crunbed
by the weary load. But we have only to be vatient
and to wa-it; for the time will surely come when the
strength and grace developed by the faithful per-
formance of these tasks will become so great as to
make the t sk iteelf seem light. .

Have you ever observed a mother carrying a sick
baby? Is there not'a trae sense in which the baby
is really carrying her? It is the burden, the care, the
task, the responsibility of life that alone can furnish
inspiration for living. Nothing crushes us so guickly
as éare-fréenelis. We can support the whole weight of
the atmosphere, but not the emptiness of a vacum.

The solemn experience of the ages has taught us
many truths about duty which we ought to burn
into our memories with a . branding-iron.

“Every duty we omil obscures some truth
we should have known.”

“To run out ol the path of ‘duty is to run into the
way of danger

“The ihghteﬂ. deviation from a known duty will
sometimes lead us to the abyss.”

‘“He who is false to the  present duty breaks a
thread in the loom and will find a flaw in the pat-
tern, when, perhaps, it will be too late to repair it.”

“Duty frowns on you when you flee from her, but
when you follow hér she smiles.”

“As birds were made to fly and rivers to run, so
the soul was made to follow duty.”

“The everyddy cares and duties which men call
drudgery are the weights and counterpoises of  the
clock of time, givitg its pendulum a true vibration
and ite hands' a regular motion. And when they
ceave to hang, upo'n ita  wheels, the pendulum no
longer swings, the hands no longer work, the clock
stands etill.”

Nothing, then, oan be o pitiful, futile, and tragic
a8 to Ary to avoid the responsibilities of sex. They
are inevitable; they are imposed by heaven nnd-ﬂley
are divinely’ arranged for our highest good, It is ne-
cessary for us to accept them ‘and to discharge them
nobly. It is the solemn’ obligation of men and wo-
men to matry, to reaf children, to make their home
an asylum for the helpless members of their family
circle; to toil, to ecotiontizé, to sacrific and, i neces-
sary, to dis for others.

Can nnyﬂnug be more irrational than to be afraid
to perform  the furctions of mature—to be afraid to
live, to labor, ‘to ‘mafry, 16 bear children, to found
a hombe, to suffer, 't6 die?

he' Philosopliy of Missions.
By Dimock Archibald.
Chrigtiavis who aré not devoted to Foreign Mis-
sions .ate fond of sayibg! ‘“We bave plenty of heath-
en ab: homer> Bt what if is true, that those .in - the
churches who are ‘the ‘chiéf workers. for Foreign Mis:
sions, ate ‘alsé thé chief supporters of Home Mis-
.iou,whkniﬂom!yﬁmuwhomko this plea do
but little. Will' the’ plea’*'We have plenty of heathen
at home,” excuse them from obeying the hi

if not in the world, for the sup-
port of F reign Missi On ome ion shortly
before the Dr.’s death in an emergency of A. B. l
Union a special collection wase oalled for, after one
week’s notice, over .$3,000 was laid upon the plates.
Some would suggest that such a collection was pos-
sible because of so many rich men in the member-
ship, but we have been assured by those who knew,
that the giving was quite general among the mem-
bership .of the church. But what about this church’s
Home Mission record? Is there any church in Ameri-
ca with a better record? The different Missions in the
slum distriots of the city that are conduoted by the
members of this church are a marvel to all visitors
to the city who seek them out, The Power of Christ
ever present to save the fallen omes, is a striking
feature. Then there is a distinct Mission to the
Hebrews. The Chinese school and Mission is very suc-
cessful. Already over thirty of the Chinese are mem-
bers of the church. Last but not least, is the Gor-
don Training ‘School ‘with its over sixty students.

Now in closing this talk to you—my anxious or
critical reader, whether you are associated with a
strong, wealthy ohurch, or with a weak Mission
church, Christ has the same recipe for success for
both, viz: “Go ye into all the world,” ete., spend
time, money and energy in educating yourself into a
general knowledge of the mission field of the world.
Let your daily prayer be that you may be brought
more into sympathy with Christ in his wrondrous
plans of saving men in every nation, kindred and
tongue, andsprove to yourself what it is to grow in
gml%be knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus CHrist—and your home, Sabbath School and
Charch duties shall be more joyous and more success-
ful as a result.

The Interference of Christ.
Luke 5: 4.
By Rev. John R. Davies, D. D.

The sermon is ended. The congregation is scatter-
ing. The desciples are making ready to fasten the
boat and go ashore, but Christ bids them launch

out’ into’ the deep, let down their nets for a draught”

and in such words you will find the interference of
Christ. This command eof Christ came to the dis-
ciples as a great surprise. They had toiled all night.
They had taken nothing, and now Christ bids them
undertake something which from their point of view
as fishermen was simply the going upon a fool’s er-
rand. For a moment ‘they falter, then faith comes

to the-rescue, and Simon says, “Nevertheless at thy-

word 1 will let. down the net.”” How often since then
has ‘that word “‘nevertheless”” or its equivalent been
spoken in the Church! For years mission work had
been maintained amongst the T&ugus in Southern
India with apparently very little result. After a dis-
cussion to abandon the field, it was resolved
through the pleadings of ohbe missionary, to try it
a little longer. That pleading was the interference
of Christ, for afterwards, thousands in that same
field were led to the cross, and today that church
is one of the largest and most présperous in all the
miséion field. Many a minister, discouraged because
after years of faithful service he has seen but little
fruitage, has decided to seek another field of labor,
and while the plans are being perfected, Christ has
interfered, showing the fishermen, how, when, and
where t0 Jet down the net; and in respemse to the
Master’s word, scores have been brought into the
Church -who have found in the Gospel the very pow-
er of God unto Salvation.
How many Sabbath-school teachers have become
ged and decided to .give up their class. Fre-
qomtly ‘has the pious wife become discouraged and
décided ' to strive no longer with a Godless husband.
lore than 'onoe the Christian mother has become
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'I\lGodllawthnﬁabedmwanyofhueom
mands brings us blessing: while disob insures

d . and decided to pray no longer for
some waywnnd child, but Christ has interfered, the
wo!d “nevertheless’’ has been spoken, again the net
has been let into the ocean, and every promise that
they have ever pleaded at the throne of grace has
beétn more than verified.

Thi'l interference of Christ, like everything that
Christ. does, comes down into the realm of the in-

' dividual life, Here is Saul of Tarsus hastening to

oub ol Saal;" the parsecutor, comes Paul, the apos- )

thn Gentiles. Here is Bunyan, according to
wﬁuony living an impious and profligate
3, but Christ interferes, showing him the City of
chon in which he lived and leading him
through the Slovgh of Despond to the Cross, where
he loses * his y burden, and where begin - those
which' at last issued in the great-
est_religious. classic that the world has ever known.
This is the  bi
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Christ in meroy interfered, and out of that imterfer-

ence there came a consciousness of guilt, a vision of
the cross, and the ery of the penitent, ‘“What must
I do to be saved?”

But this interference in this Scripture not omly re
sulted in the revelation of Peter's sinfulness, ‘‘De-
part from me for I am a sinful man, O Eord)” it
also resulted in the revelation of Peter’s usefulness,
“Fear not, for thou shalt catch. men.” Oh, blessed
interference which comes with twofold meroy showing
us what we are by nature and pointing out what
we may be by grace; filling us with shame because
of our sinful slavery, but at the same time inspiring
the soul with hope by unfolding the probabilities of
holy service for God and man. Blessed ‘interference
of Christ.—Presbyterian.

The Sinless Life and the Sinless Man.
The sinlessness of the new life is one thing, the

sinlessness of man into whom the new life is born,
is quite another thing. Touching this matter, seri
ous mistakes are frequently made. A class of per-
sons interpret into the Apostle’s words a meaning
which contradicts him, and leads them to declare
their sinlessness. They become inflated with spirit-
ual pride, and are Joud in exhortations, criticisms,
and denunciations-and boastfulness. Blindness to
one’s sins, does not blot them out, nor blind others.
Some of the most ungracious and unlovely people
one meets belong to this sinless class. An opposite
mistake is made by another class who, conscious of
their own sins, are filled with despair over them-
selves, because with all their sincerity, and earnest
desires after ‘holiness, they conclude they are still
unregenerated. Both mistakes are in believing too
much, one in believing more in his favor than he is
entitled to, and the other in believing more against
himself than he ought.

There is no reason for- surprise or alarm if a tree

which has been .well engrafted, and is bearing new.

fruit, should find some of the old fruit still growing.
it must simply learn to say, this is from the old
wood, not cut off, and not a failure of the engraft-
ed life. Neither because one branch or a few branch-
es bear: “‘corrupt fruit”’ should the tree deny that
that its fruit is partly something else than ‘‘good
fruit.”” The new life begotten of God comes into the
midst of the old life, plants its habits amid the old
habits, but if rooted in Christ it will partake of the
root and overcome the old life. The new life is a
seed sown in a garden already seeded with weeds.
_Them are tares to be found in the wheat field, but
they do not prove it to be a field of tares, nor does
the wheat prove that there is only wheat growing.
Let us-not charge up our sins to the new life and
let us not credit our sins as being virtues, because
there is a new life in us. The enemy lurks long in
the caves and remote districts, while the citadel and
the main body of Christ’s army are under the do
minion of the Prince of Peace. Guerrillas may keep
up a warfare, long after the government has sur-
rendered. Let me know how to recognize the sin as
sin, but let me not charge it up as evidence - that
there is no new life in me. Let me learn to say with
Paul, since “I do the things 1 would not, it is no
longer I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.”
The sunshine of the new day battles with the clouds
which are born of the earth, and® of the might.
They may obscure the sun for a time, but cannot
blot it/out. The time is coming when night and
shadows will end. The new life is born amid the
vices of the past, but it is guiltless of the vices.
They are the children of the old night, and will die
out in the new day.—Examiner.

THE SOUL’S DESIRE.

Tn perishable transcerident gleam,
What is the burden of thy dream,
The ruling desire, the holy fire,

That kifts thee higher ever higher.

A prisoner am 1 on earth,

And waiting for a higher birth;

In shifting darkness, tho I climb,

Unsatisfied I wait my time

To grasp the things that now but seem
With God to unite!
-To be lost in light,

That is the burden of my dream,
The ruling desire, the holy fire
That lifte me higher ever higher,

—Arthur D. Wiknot.
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Salisbury, N. B.

Some mem nove through \life as a h#nd of music

moves down the - street, flipging out pleasure on
severy side through the air,\to every one far and

mear that can listen.—Henry Beecher.
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