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would be difficult if not impossible to find & verse in the
Bible more pregnant with lofty and precious thought
than this one. Notice the two very suggestive figures
employed. “'The Lord God is a sun.'”” What the sun is
to our system the Lord God is to the spiritual universe.
The sun is the source of light to the solar system. It is
impossible to concelve the intensity of the darkness which
would pervade this portion of the universe were it not for
the rays of light which peunetrate its utmost bounde. But
this physical darkness would be insignificant compared
with the intelleciual and spiritual darkness of men were
it not that the sun of righ has b d forth
effulgent rays into the minds snd hearts of men dispeling
ignorance and imparting knowledge Intellectnally the
Lord God is the light of the world. The earth can come
as near genarating its own light as the unaided intellect
of men can come to sscertaining the most fundamental
truth with regard o the material universe and man him-
self.. Whence this wonderful earth on which we live and
these derful worlds dashing through space above us?
Not only whence, but why ? Let the wisdom of the world
anewer and we have nebular evolution or some other
hypothesis equally untrue. ot when the wisdom from
on high snswaers, weare told that Nod created the heaven
and the earth ; that the heavens de~lare the glory of God,
and the firvament showeth forth his handiwork, and
that they were created for the slory of God. Whence
ceme man and whether s he going ? Some answers which
have been glven by the “‘world wise'’ men are s alandar
onthe Creator of men, They inform us with the cer-
talnty of perfect knowledge that our apcestors were ba-
boons ! But the Lord God tells ue that God created man
in his own likeness and image, What can the haman
intellect per se Aetermine as to the future man? Has he
a soul? If so, is it immortal ? And what and where
shall be his final abode? How blank and disappointing
have been the dnswers given by the wisest in mere world.
ly wisdom, But the wisdom of God assures us that man
has an immortal soul and that its witimate destiny will
be blirs in hieaven or misery in hell. A thousand other
questions might be propounded outy to recelve the same
ansatisfactory anewers from the wisdom of this world.
Certsinly, then, the Lord God is « sun in the sense that
heis the light of the world intellectually and spiritually.

The Lord God is a sun in the sense that he ia the cen-
tre of attraction in the spiritusl universe, In majes'ic
grandeur vast bodies move around our sun in obedience
to the law of affinity. So in maj>sty infinitely gravder
do the sngels and the spirits of just men made perfect
encircle the throne of God in heaven, while millions on
earth, held in the orbit of loving duty by the same al-
mighty power, move round. the central attraction on
Calvary’s cross, rejoicing in his gracious presence and
hopirg for a vision of his glorlous presence.

The other figure ia very suggestive. It declares that
the Lord God is'a shield. The shield is a weapon of
warfare, and its mention suggests a c?‘ﬁm Itisa de-
fensive weapon and this suggests an sttack by our
enemy. The flesh also lusteth against the spirit and the
spirit lusteth agaiust the flesh, and these are contrary
the ome to the other. There can be no compromise ; one
must be conguered Itis 4 war of extermination. The
flesh must finally be vanished, but will not be this side
of the grave. And our arch enemy -will continue to
tempt so long as we breathe the air of this world. Bat
the final issue is not doubtfu!, for we fot only have the
shield of faith, butthe Lord God himself is our shield,
and that wicked one touches us mot. Even as we are
walking throngh .the valley of the shadow of death, we
can raise the triumphant shout, *“Thanks be to God who
giveth usthe victory through our Lord Jesus Chriat."
““The Lord God is a sun and shield.”

““The Lord will give grace and glory.”” On secount
of our siuful sta‘e, grace must precede glory. Andit is
grace; no merltorions consideration on our part. Grace
provided the remedy grace drawe us to Calvary, and
grace applies the remedy. It is grace that keepe us and
grace must give us admission through the pearly gates.
The Lord will aleo give glory. And what is this glory ?
First, the glory of a Christ-like character. Our charac-
ter s what we are in the sight of God. We find God's

i of our sevealed ‘in his work. There
must be a washing from moral pollution before we can
begin to assume the Ctrist-like character.” Ve must
be born again,’”’ Regeneration is the beginning of this
character and glorification in heaven will be its consum-
mation. Then he will give us the glory of a Christ-like
appearance. At the resurrection we shall receive bodies
fashioned like unto his glorious body. We shall be like

him when he shall appear, for we shall see him as he is.

*No good thing will be withheld from them that walk
u prightly.”” Broad promise, but confined to that which
ie good for us, who walk uprightly. We may want that
which is not good for as, but God knows best, and will
give that which is good. We can not walk uprightly
unless we are upright in heart, If our heart is right
with God our life'will be right with mén, *‘The Lord
God is a sun and shield : the Lord will give grace and
glory : no good thing will he withhold from them that
walk uprightly,’’
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MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
Be Ye Worshipers.

We were impréased by the apoearance of some Ameri-
can visitors at an Itallan Catholic service a few Snndays
ago. They plainly regarded the ceremony at the altar as
a spectacle which wasto be looked at as something curi-
ous, and not as an-act of worship which shonld have
prompted worshipful feelings in the spectator. That
might be said to be a characteristic of people who visit
other churches than their own, whether in city or conn-
try. The city visitor in the country is apt to give chief
attention to the plainness, it may be, or the heartiness
of the worship, in the eame way that the country visitor
is apt to be impressed by the order of exercises more
then by the worship that they embody. This is & com-
mon fault, if we may term it that, of tourists and travel-
ers in forelgn countries. Thev are too apt to view the
church service as they wounld a street processior, and
without feeling apy more inclination to participate in it
than they would to enter the procession.

But this apparent separation of one’s interest from the
worshipmay be remarked not only of foreign travellers
and of country and city visitors but also of the towns
people  themiselves when they visit other chuarches in
theirown community. They look on without entering
in. They have ina sense left their religion at home.
They sre comparing ministers and choirs and general
style and appearance of cougregations withont vividly
rem-mbering the great injunction to "*worship Gol "

We shonld not complete our observations if we did
not say that this failure to euter ixto the worship of the
hour is also seen in more or less persons while sttending
the accustomed service in their own church. They
leave the responses, the contributions, the sil nt or aud-
ible prayers, to the others, wiile they themselves main-
tain a degree of indifference to any part of the service
sxcept the benediction

It ought to be the felt privilege of every attendant in
God's house anywhere to join with the congregation in
the acts of worship. 1f there be responsive reading, add
your volce, If there be a collection, add your mite. Jf
there be congregational singing, foln with the others
Even sbow an interest to frllow the pastor in the reading
of the Scripture or the hymns. It all helps to make the
collective service animated, and it stirs better feelings in
your own heart.

““That is all very well,’’ says one, “'in a Protestant ser-
vice, but what shall a Protestant do in a Catholic church
or a Jewish synagogue or a Mormon temple?’ He can
at least be devout, and conduct himself as something
more than a mere spectator God is to be worahiped in
spirit, end it s a s)rry Christian who cannot bow with
Catholics and cffer his own prayer to God, or with Jews
and Mormons and breathe out his love and daty to the
great Father of us all.

Let us all try to improve onr worship in these respects
the coming year, whether at home or abroad. Let na
make the resvonsive reading and the einging hearty and
soulful. Let vs pa‘ronize the contribution hox. Itisa
part of a worship whether we are in ‘‘our own church'’
or in somebody’s else. Let us not be afraid of the amens.
The Episcopalians put many of us to shame in this re-
spect. In whatever church we find ourselves, let us re-
gard it as our Father's house and render there the praise
that is his dne.—Ex.
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Pull.

It is an innocent, and even an admirable word. To-
gether with ite brother, “‘Pash,’’ it stands for continuous
and muscle-texiog effort, That is part of the purpose of
life. Heis in the wrong world whose life has not dis-
covered these two words, On this planet, where lifeim-
plies work, the man who can veither push nor pull isa
misfit.

The word at the he+d of this arti¢le has another mean-
ing, -however. lu the vocabulary of slang ‘‘pull” be-
comes a noun of exceeding badness. It is perverted to
mean a use of power which is wholly viclous. And yet
we are so familiar with this sinister—*'left-handed’
mearing of the word that it is to be feared we have
ceaged to hate it. ;

The political “‘pull’’ we have always with us, It ex-
plains many a waste of public money, many a neglect
of public health, and many a debarching of public and
private morals. But politics has no monopoly of the
pull, It is in business, society, pleasure. Yes, and it s
in the churches, especially the churches whose organins-
tion centrelizes much power .in ‘ew hands. It assumes
myriad disguises, and we need skill and sense and grace
to detect it as being, under no matter what disguise, a
miserable and wicked frand.

Look out for the ‘‘pull,’’ yourg man! If vou are de-
ceived into thinkiog that it can help you, pray for clear-
nees of vislon For it will surely hurt your life and
spoil your work, if you yleld to its influence,

The man who obtains his place through somebody's
pull cannot be falthfal to his work. The pull depends
on favor, and favor {s fickle, So it must be watched

and kept unweakened, and wh there ls a questi

. life cannot be anything else than loyal.
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between loyalty to one's work and loyalty to the pull
that provided the work, the pull will win.

The pull is a short cut to undeserved gain,  Like
every other deviation from the straight road, it
costs more than it comes to. The loss of self -respect,
the helplees dependence on the uncertain favor of those
who have furnished the mess of pottage, the consclous-
ness that the whole thing cannot bear the light of day—
all thie is a big price to pay for the privilege of depend-
ing on somethiog other than ability of one's work,

And at the end the pull does not count. In the long
run the test is not favor, but fitness. The pull—frater-
nal, social, political, ecclesiastical—may help at the be-
gionirg, tut the world finally makes its own estimates,
There is a very real relgn of law in the world, and the
law which spoils the pall is the Jaw that the fit survive,
No man, or set of men, can change that law. It can be
delayed, counter-balanced, checked Bat only for a time,
And thete is no spectacle of impntence more pitiable
than the man who has lost his pull.
and to beg he s ashamed, "’

Happy he who can say, with all modesty : “I used no
‘pul.’ to abtain my place. and I need n neto refrain it.
If I keep {t | know what to do, and if I ose it I Bvow
what todo." He isalwaysin demsnd.—Epworth Herald.
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Loyalty to Christ.

Above loyalty to our society, abave loyalty to our
c"urch, must come loyaity to Christ. The theory of
Christ-loyalty is accepted by all Chris'ians : the prac-
tick of auch ‘ovalty is far too uncommen. ILack of
Christ-loyalty, in practice, is the cause of every evil ex-
Istiog in choreh or in soclety, The greatest need of
soclety snd church.is fuller surrender to Christ. In com-
plete surrender llewthe secret of loyalty. A surrendered
The call of
theshour is to whole-hearted, unqiestioned, continnons,
self sacrificing loyalty to our one and only Lord, lovalty
to him ip every act, word ?‘lhonghl‘ desire, study, pleas-
ure, association, work, ambition and cffort. Lesa than
what this imiplies is so much less than loyalty.

Give the individual who lives this life and you have
oa= stroag, fixed, valiant, unshakable in the falth; the
same results must frllow in anv and every sociéty and
church which live this loyalty. Railure to realizs we
are called to be “‘bond slaves’’ of Christ, thoughtfal of
ourselves in nothing except as we are first thonghtful of
Christ{ failure in this is the secret of all spiritual failure.
QOur Lord demands, as he has the right to demand,
loyalty to himself on the part of his own as full as onr
country can demand of us iz the time of her peril. That
thoueands of professing Christians show more devo ion
to their country’s flag than they do to their professed
Lord may be due to the fact that they realize the call of
couniry more clearly than that of Christ. Why {s this?
Probably because Christ is less real to them thau coua-
try. Why is the last? Probably becinse of weak spirit-
ual life which ever results in & weak fellowship.

Loyalty to Christ is not an emotion to be ,8ti‘red up to-
day by some elcquent appeal, to die away tomorrow
amid the ‘“cares of this world "’
fact, fact which never dies hecause it never can die,
Loyalty to Christ is fact which lives in the life of every
true Christian to make us what our Lord would have us
to be. A truly loyal heart besitates at no call, shrinks
from no duty, accepts every opportunity, shuns no dan-
ger. questions no command, believes every promise, holds
iteelf ever ready to obey, and consents to be all that the
love and power of Christ have made possible. Loyalty
first consists in ‘‘being’’ thatit may then obey in ‘‘say-
ing, doing, going.’'—Ex.
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The Missionary’s Work.

We should be prepared for lowly tasks. Many years
ago, when I was a somewhat he'pless cripple, I occupled
a room with a Bishop. T slept a little longer than he did
in the morning, and bzfore I got up I thought I heard
the round of a brush on my boots. I rose on my slbow
and saw the Bishop polishing my boots. I insisted that
he lay them down, but he persistel and finlshed
the job. A little after that some ladies
asked me what 1 understood by the Siviour's words
concerning washing the feet. ‘‘[s it,’ they asked, ‘‘a

‘‘He canvot dig,

permanent obligation on us ' I sald, *‘It is an ex-
ample.” ‘‘But"’ they replied, ** did not Jegus distinct-
ly say, ‘Ve onght also to wash one another's feet ' ** I

said, ‘‘[aterpreted in the languag: of the present dav
that means ‘‘black ye cne another’s boots.’ ' Have the
wpirit ef Christian service in you, and carry that to the
ends of the earth, and in every caste-stricken country
you car teach the people what depth ot meaning there
is in these simple words —Bishop Thoburn,
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In truth it is not in the solitery life one shows himself
& man ; but the victory is his who, as the busband and
father of a family, withstands all the temptations that
sasail him in providing for wife and children, servants
and subitance, without allowing himeelf to be turmed
from thedove of God.—Clement of Alexandria,
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Loyaltv to Christ is




