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Wasting About Half a Million & Year—While Canadians Have to
Shift for Themselves, Sifton is Bonusing the
Soum of the Old World,

OTTAWA, July 9.—The government
organ still charges the opposition in
parliament with obstruction, while the
government and the supperters of the
government in the house continue to
do the most of the talking. A week
ago the record of the previous week’s
debate by parties was given, showing
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filled per day. Here is the record for
the week now last past, with the ex-
cepticn of Saturday, for which the
Hansard is not yet printed. It shows
ithat the government side is still keep-
ing the lead in obstruction. The figures
represent columns of Hansard:

gov't. op’'n.
MOonday .... ». eceeceeseece 40 48
Tuesday .. oo saiei Gl B2
Wednesday .. , 67
PRUTBORY .o Tagee decavene 556
PHQay .. e 50

The ministers persist in making long
speeches to show that the country is
under enormous obligations to them,
whereas at this period of the session
ministers hitherto have done very lit-
tle talking and given the house every
opportunity to pass the estimates rap-
idly. .

The postmaster general has a liitie
bill that he callg a conciliation bill. He
deferred introducing it until the fifth
month of the session, and then made
a long speech, telling the house and
the country that it was the most im-
portant measure introduced for many
a long day. Not satisfied with that, on
the second reading, whicn took place
last week, he made another speech, in
which he expressed in large words,
and many of them, how the interest of
lgbor was advanced by this legisla-
tion. It is necessary that the speeches
should contain much, for the bill itself
contains very little. It offers. in time
of strike a board of conciliation after
both parties have asked for it. Mr.
Puttee, on the government side, was
elected as a labor representative, Mr.
Ingram, on the oposition side, was el-
ected as a conservative, but as a for-
mer railway brakeman and engine
driver ,and as the representative of a
working men’s riding, he Thas
always taken a prominent part in
labor questions. Both of these mem-
bers accept the Dbill as a sort
of introduction to possible legislation
in the future, but they do not attach
much importance to it in itself. Mr.
Puttee laconically observed that he at
least will not be disappointed in the
bill, because he expects nothing from
it. What he wants is a board which
can settle disputes, even though omne of
the parties does not ask for it. It
strikes him that when the two sides
agree to refer the matter to arbitra-
tion, there is not much need of a
board of conciliation. The thing de-
sired will already have been accom-
plished. 'What he wants is some way
of getting at a settlement at an earlier
stage.

However, Mr. Mulock has made his
speech, and everybody has accepted his
bill and it will be law. Mr. Powell
and several other members think that
it may serve a purpose in bringing the
two parties together, although they are
assumed to be together before the bill
becomes operative,

The question of Intercolonial rail-
way balances still crops up. There

is no longer any doubt, and in fact, |

there is no denial that Mr. Blair has
been charging to: capial and thus
taking out of regular expenditure
statements large sums , which under
previous minjsters would have been
charged ‘¢gainst the receipts of the
yvear. Mr. Powell has gone over the
accounts and the reports of the In-
tercolonial from the beginning. He has
prepared a sheet which gives the
charges to capital for all purposes and
ith2 charges to expenditure for such
purposes as repairs to engines, re-
pairs to passenger cars, repairs to
other cars, snow ploughs and flangers,
ties upon the rcad, lumber, wharves,
buildings, platforms, rails and fenc-
ings, repairs to tools, repairs to
water tanks, etc. He also has a
statement of the new rails, new roll-
ing stock procured, and of the ¢ld
stock discarded. And all these state-
ments are made for.2ach year for the
history of the rcad. With this be-
fore him, Mr. Powell is able to check
any statement that Mr. Blair .makes
when he claims to be following a pre-
cedent. For :Instance, if Mr. Blair
says that the late government charg-
ed certain large amounts for tanks
or sidings to capital. Mr. Powell asks
bhim to name the year and the lo-
cality. 1If Mr. Blair fails, ag he usual-
ly does, Mr. Powell is able to give
him full information on the point.

It is nrow established {kat Mr.
Rlair's surplus for last year and the
year before would disappear alto-
gether and become Jarge deficits if he
applied Mr. Haggart's system of
book-keeping to his accounts. Or
taking it the other way, if Mr. Iag-
gart had made his charges as Mr.

Blair does, he would have had a larger

surplus in every year than Mr. Blair
has had in any year, notwithstanding
the increase of business and the
greater activity in trafic generally.
Mr. Blair is convicted out of his own
mouth from his too much boasting.

In his long speech, published in his
own organ, he charged that Mr. Hage
gart had degraded the road by cutting
down certain expenditures made by
the ministers who went before him.
Mr. Blair did not even claim that he
had restored the outlay to what it
was before Mr, Haggart’s time, and

| Mr. Powell shows conclusively that
the minister

L

‘of today has not epent

as much money on the mairtenance of
the moad and works in proportion to
mileage on current account as Mr.
Haggart did. Of course Mr. IZlair has
spent a great deal morz ihan Mr.
Haggart or Mr. Haggart's predeces-
sors, but the extra expenditure does
not appear in his lalance sheet. He

charges it to capital and borrows the |

money.

And _speaking of expealitures, it

| will be observed that the government

press are already reporiing Mr. IMield-
ing’s balance sheet for the fiscal year
which closed with the month of
June., They f{ind tha! his surplus was
largar than he claiined, anid that not-
withstanding the= -=apital expenditvre,
the debt has decreased. This is all
very frivclous. The accoun:s for the
yexr will not be ¢losed for two months
and during that period there will be
many millions of expenditure charge-
able to last year.  Yesterday the re-
rresentative of the Queen assented to
bills voting money for last year's ex-
penditure. A year ago at this time,
somewhat similar boasts were made.
After that some seven or eight mil-
licn dollars were charged to the pre-
vious year's account. Wherefore the
public would do well to wait until the
sccountant has finished his job.

* A little controversy took placs Sat-
urday between Mr. Fielding and Mr.
McDougall of Cape Breton. Mr. Mc-
Dougall and Mr. Gillies are persistent
in their efforts to obtain better traffic
accommodation for their island. Mr.
Gillies particularly made a . strong
case in favor of the improvement of
8t. Peter's canal, which has now be-
come a more important waterway hy
reason of the developments at Syd-
ney and the increased travel and traf-
fic towards Newfoundland. ‘' Mr. Gil-
lies rather astonished the minister
and the house by a comparison of
traffic between that caral and three
canals in Ontario which cost a good
deal for maintenance and repairs, ani
do not have as much business as the
one affording an entrance into the
Bras D'Or Lake. After some discus-
sion on this point there was a refer-
ence to Port Morien. Mr. Paterson
was explaining some customs changes
and it was shown that Port Morien
was not the place that it used to be,
because important collieries there had
been closed.

This led up to a discussion of the
coal question generally. Mr. Fielding
charged that Mr. McDougall had gone
to the governor general and done all
he could to prevent the agreement
with the Dominion Coal company
whereby the development of Sydney
became possible. Mr. McDougall has
several times contradicted that state-
ment and declared.once more that he
had no share in the movement. He
did condemn one feature in the ar-

' rangement, and that was the one
. which allowed the company to close

down any mines they chose and thus
deprive the miners who had built
homes or acquired an interest in that
district of all their property.

The discussion went back to the
tariff question, and Mr. McDougall
stated that Mr. Fielding had fought
the coal duty for twenty years, de-
nouncing the protection on this Nova
Scotia industry and thus assisting its
enemies in Ontario to fight the late
government on the issue. Mr. Field-
ing made two speeches in which he de-
clared that the one issue in the whole
controversy of the coal tariff was the
question whether the Nova Scotia coal
could find a market in the TUnited
States under reciprocity or free trade.
Mr. Fielding said he and his party al-
ways held that it could, and the proof
that they were right was found in the
fact that Cape Breton cocl was now
sold in New England.

Mr. McDougall says that was not
the controversy at all. No party in
Nova Scotia objected to the free ad-
mission of Nova Scotia coal into the
United States. That was a question
for the United States to determine and
could not be fought out in Cape Bre-
ton or in Canada, where they had no
control of the United States tariff. It
was the Canadian tariff that was in
controversy in Canada, and the Can-
adian tariff developed the coal indus-
try in Cape Breton, increasing the out-
put to three or four times what it had
been under free trade in coal. It was
that tariff that made the Whitney
syndicate possible. It was the protec-
tive tariff and the iron bounties which
made the Sydney industry possible.
‘While it is true that culm coal is sent
to New England this could not be done
if the Canadian market for other coal
was not secured by the protective

the Nova Scotia people had been ad-
vanced, while the price of the article

sent to the United States was very

. low. But the absolute proof that the

tariff. As it was, the price of coal to !

lcy was still in force.
8. DS

OTTAWA, July 10.—Mr. Wilson “ of
Napanee, who sits for Lennox, is not
one of the talkers of the house, but
he is a meraber who does a good-
of thinking and study, and when he
dqes take up a case He is'apt to han-
dle it somewhat thoroughly.The ¢on
mittee on agriculture, of which hé is
a member, gave a good deal of atten=
tion this session to imnugration mat-
ters, taking testimony from the offi-

cers here in regard to the working of :

the department, and particularly gath-
ering all that could be learned from
Mr. Frank. Pedley, the chief of the
establishment here, and “‘‘Hug-the-
Machine” Preston, who is supposed to

‘be an inspector of the agencies across’

the water. These two officials, who
were appoint~d' by @t[r. Sifton as a re-
ward for political services, the char-
acter of which need not be discussed
here, were not tno communicative,
They came to the committee with pre-
pared briefs, and these they delivered
with fluency and emphasis. But when
it came tc answering questions and
explaining in detail the matters of
business and finance, they weve ' not
always at home to the committee,
Their minde wandered, 'and, in Mr.
Freston's case, the body did also. For
one day when the committee inquired
‘for+Mr., Preston that they might know
in more detail what valuz he was
giving for his money, he was found
te have started for England.

Mr. Wilson had a good deal to do
with the examination and made a
careful study of the reports, storing
up information from various sources.
T.ast night, fihding Mr. Sifton present,
he proceeded to expose to the house
the situation as he understood it. This
he did on a moticn of his own against
a further increase of %10,000 which
Mr. Sifton wanted to pay to his offi-
cers. -

At the time of the change of gov-
ernment the expenditure for immii-
gration had for some years been less
than $150,000 a year. The largest ap-
propriation, some $00,0¢6, had been
made a good many - years before, and it
had gradually been reduced to half
that figure. Even as it was the lib-
erals then in the house held that it
was too high, and Mr., McMullen made
a vigorous speench when the bill was
$202,000, insisting that it wught to be
reduced . to -$200.000. . :

Today the government is asking for
8445000 for immigration purposes.
About that sum was spent
last vear, and in. three years
the sum of $1,267,863 hkas been
spent on this service. Mr. Wilson
discussed the manner and direction
¢of the outlay and the value rzaceived.

In the first place the immigration
branch of the interior department is a
political machine. It has been used to
provide berths for men who have rend-
ered campaign services of a shady
kind, and whose career in connection
with the machine had become sur-
rounded with pitfalls. Mr. Preston,
who cost the country last year $3,000
for salary, and some $2,000 for ex-
penses, was simply pitchforked into the
position of inspector because a refuge
had to be provided for him. He had
managed the machine in the by-elec-
tions, with what results the couniry
now knows. He had been twice put
into office by the Ontario government,
and each time abandoned his job to
help the party through an election.
He was on the government’s hands.
An election enquiry was impending.
He received his appointment on the
morning following that disgraceful
West Elgin election, which will be im-
mortalized in the McNish confession.

Now Mr. Preston himself has not
been ahle to show that he has given
the country any return for this $5,000.
Mr. Pedley was a campaigner also, and
Mr. Wilson strongly criticizes the of-
fensiveness of his conduct before the
committee. Mr. McCreary, who has
charge of affairs in the west{, was a
campaign. heeler for Mr. Sifton. He
not only managed politics for him but
he looked after certain matters of fin-
ance. For it is not forgotten that the
minister of the interior, who now lives
in one cof the finest dwellings in Otta-
wa and keeps up a splendid team of
horses, the whole scale of the estab-
lishment implying an income much
larger than a cabinet minister er.joys,
came here in a condition of grave em-
barrassment. He compromised with
the city of Winnipeg in regard to fin-
ancial operations. Mr. McCreary was
one of the parties who assisted in the
transaction, and Mr. McCreary has
now the best office in the gift of the
government within his field of opera-
tions. ‘

There is a good deal of complaint
concerning this gentleman, and one
case was discussed yesterday Ly Mr.
LaRiviere. Concerning this it is suffi-
cient now to say that it was a case in
which a thrifty but poor German
farmer and his son applied for home-
steads which were declared vacant.
Their applications were reccived and
so were their deposits. A certain land
speculator named Mr. Christie caused
an epplication for this land to be made
on behalf of two brothers named Woll-
mann. Through some hocus-pocus the
first mentioned applicants, who had
been told that their claim was good,
were ruled out and possession was
given to the Wollmanns. Now these

"Wollmanns, as it subseguently ap-

peared, had no knowledge of the trans-
action. They were simply used by the
land speculator, who gzot the land in
their name, and then by a mortgage
operation got held of it himself snd
sold it at $1,000 profit. This little op-
eration by the land shark could not
have occurred without .the sympathetic
co-operation of Mr. Sifton’s officials.
It is said to be one of many transac-
tions in which the settlers are bled and
the land sharks make fortunes.

To return to Mr. Wilson’s discussion.
Becides these immigration officars
there is Mr. Jury, a former political
labor agitator in Teronto, who went
around the country declaiming against
the late government for bringing the
immigrants into the labor market, and

ke th %ﬁgf anti: Then

Mr. Devlin, a memnber of par-
liament, who revolted on the school

;i(geuﬂon and who has himself lately

ftten that he was sgent t¢ Ireland
to get him out of the way. Hec has
steyed out of the way, but according
to last year’s returns, every immi-
grant from Ireland hes cost $14 for
immigration * service alone in  that
country, to say nothing of the share
of the expenses thal belongs to that
teeble immigraticn. : ;

‘We are carrying on a most expen-
- rive ‘campaign in the Uniied States.

¥ Amcng the agents there is a brother

of Sir Louis Davies, who has a good
salary which he mnearly doubles by a
‘most generous scale of travelling ex-
penses. There iz a Mr. Holmes,
whose brother through the favour of
the ballot slipping machine sits. for
F West ITuron. Mr. Holmes operates in
'the Western States, with great ad-
L vantage to himself, though it is not
obséived that the people . where he
‘labors ' are tumbling over cach other
in their haste to get to Canada. Over
250, agents of various kinds have re-
 ceived salaries or commissions for
their services in the 1Tnited States ir
 obtaining immigration for Canadae.
‘Over $20,000 is expended in printing
f snd advertising in that country. No
i’ gne»knowa, exactly what the result is,

: acvording to  Ar. Wilson the
' country ig paving for expenditure in
the United States alone more than
$10 a head for every man, woman
 and child who comes across the bor-
der. Many of these do not stay. Many
would come if there were 16 agencies.
Probably if one conld find out ex-
neily how many bona fide settlers
were induced to come to Canada
frora the United States by the labors
of these egents it will be seen that
every soul represented $25 or $30 ex-
.penditure. ; s

In Scotland much meney was spent
with very little results. Altogether
the result of the outlay of between
£400,000 and '$500,000 is. the arrival. of
perhaps 25,000 immigrants, including
the Doukhobors and the Galicians,
who are a good deal more anxious to
come than most Canadians are to
‘have them. The government claims
;over 40,000 immigrants, but as Mr,
-Wilson and Mr. Clancy point out,
they cannot posgibly be discovered
.anywhere in Canada.

s

The fact seems to be that the ccun-
try is spending about $100 a year for
every family of immigrants obtained.
1f this expenditure was swept away
altogether and every immigrant agent
were sent about his business, we
would still have a large part of this
immigration. The Doukhobors would
still come if we wanted them. 'The
(Yalicians, the® Italians, the Arabians,
the Jew peddlers, the Chinese, the
Japanese, will still flock in if we. do
not take measuves tn stop them.

As for the more desirable settlers,
the Irish, Scotch and English farm-
ers, the agriculturists from the Unit-
ed States, the thrifty Scandinavians
and North Germans, these we shall
always have coming in if the suitable
gopportunity is given te them to find
good homes and good opportunities.
The migrationus from the old country,
which gave us so large a part of the
present population of the older pro-
vinces, were not brought out by me-
thods such as these. ‘There always
will be a certain stream of immigra-
tion from Europe to America. So
long as we have rich prairie land,
great inineral resources and valuable

chall never lack new people finding
their way to us.

Why should we pour out our money
in this absolutely reckless fashion, in
the attempt to gather :n all kinds of
people in our drag net and fling
them umong our own brethren who
are struggling to make this a good
country ? Sorne day our successors
will be filled with wonder to think
that the Canadians of this time pos-
gessed such a feverish desire to get
people of all climes and character to
settle among them. Tthey will say
that Canadians placed a very low
value cn the privileges of Canadian
citizenship wher they sent it begging
among the slum§ of Europe. Thrifty
moral and educated people need this
country as much as it needs them.
Canadians will yet regret that it did
not reserve its heritage, its opportuni-
ties, ite privileges of citizenship for
the test classes of people.

But even from the point of view of
Mr. Sifton, who seems to be anxious to
gather in everybody and everything,
his department is a failure. He is pay-
ing more for the material he gets than
ought to be paid for the best stock in
the world. All the while, in spite of
the boast of the government, notwith-
standing the falsehood that was put in
the mouth of the governor general at
the beginning of the session, the move-
ment from Canada to the TUnited
States goes on the same as in former
years. Mr. Wallace showed this by the
statistics of settlers’ effects, and his
statement will be verified by the obh-
servation in all parts of -the country.
The factories of New England are still
recruited by young men and maidens
from our French speaking population.
No one can travel on the street cars
in a great American city without
meeting Canadign conductors and
motormen. We find them in the saw-
mills of Michigan and Minnesota, in
the mines of Pennsylvania and Vir-
ginia, in the silver and gold district, in
the orange groves of California and
Florida. We find them in the steam-
ers and schooners of the United States
coasting trade, and in the great rail-
way service. Our young men from the
technical schools obtain situations in
United States industri=s. Our girls
abound in the establishments where
nurses are trained and may be found
in the sick room of every United States
city.

The exodus is and will be, and all
the governor general’s speeches,
all the ministerial boasts, and all the
grit editorials’ cannot change that
fact. We are buying immigrants
at $20 or $30 e head, many of whom it
would be worth twice that sum to keep
out, and are giving away our own peo-

forests awaiting development, we’

tee, the member for Winni-

: . nta-

in 'his protest la‘t night

egainst Mr. Sifton’s policy. He is a
supporter of the government, but there
are some things which he cannot di-
gest, and the political immigration

machine is one of them. Mr. Puttee |

'urges the government to dis-
charge = Sifton’'s. army of able.
bodied = pansioners, meaning . the

immigration = agents, 'gd o, rdof?

something to assist the ian. set-
tler who was born here and wants to
stay. He protests against the favors
that are given to strangers and denied

to .our; own people. . The Doukhobors | §
cdmequfﬁ’iad re allowed to' iettle;,&!(‘

groups and ‘colonies, while a half a
dozen ;young men from Eastern Can-
ada who g0 West could only;get alter-
nate gectigns, and must therefore live

far apart. The Doukhobor has a bonus

given him when he comes., The gov-

ernment lends him money Wwhen he
settles. Then he plants himself down
in some kind of a hut, leaves iis
women folks to do .he work on the
land and goes off to work for Mac-
kenzie and Mann on ‘their railway con-
tracts at a lower price than any Can-
adian will accept. He is the China-

‘man of the middle country, and there-

fore a great sounce of annoyance:to
men like Mr. Puttee.

The member for Winnipeg says that
the government is imposing the pro-

tective tariff to assist the producers |

in this country. The laboring men pay
the ‘duty, but the market for their own
labor is free to everybody. Their em-
ployer escapes competition to the ex-
tent of the duty, but they must com-
pete with the labor of all the world.
It is worse than free competition, for
the government actually pays a bonus
to foreign laborers to come in and cut
down the value of labor in the Can-
adian market. Besides, Mr. Puttee
protests against the “government
thrusting objectionable neighbors upon
(Canadian settlers who have taken up
land in the west.’ There Canadians and
Englishmen, Scotchmen and Irishmen,
who took up farms and are raising
families on the prairie, did not bargain
to have Galicians herded around them.
Not long ago Mr. Oliver, the liberal
member for Alberta, explained to the
house that the Galiclan  immigration
had reduced the value of farms wher-
ever they had come. Where they set-
tle in their: colonies no Canadian want-
ed to go, and those who already had
farms in the vicinity were offering them
for sale at a sacrifice. It is for this
that we are paying out $450,000 a year.
This is the result of the labor of our
Prestons and MoCrearys.
4 e ‘

And the last and unkindest thing of
all is the campaign of Mr. Preston in
favor of general -immigration of the
Transvaal Boers to this country. Most
people will think that Canada has had
about enough of Paul Kruger and his
friends.

Some statesmen ought to consider
whether a half a million a vear which
we spend to bring people in could not
be better spent in this country to make
it a more desirable place for the best
gettlers to seek. Mr. Puttee says that
the railway interests and the contrac-
tors’ interest'are all in'favor of a vigor-
ous immigration policy. Every man
that is brought in, whether he washes
himself or not, pays fare to the rail-
way. Every man who can work is
useful to beat down the labor market.
The poorer he is and the poorer the
country from which he comes the
cheaper he will probably work. But
if this is the thing for which Canada
is striving then by all means let us
open our western door for the China-
men. Let us have coolie as well as
Galician, Japanese as well as Doukho-
bor, Boxer along with Boer.

S. D. S.

OTTAWA, July 11.—The first ques-
tion discussed yesterday was one
which comes home to the business and
bosom of the member personally. Grit
and tory members of the treasury

.benches are pretty well agreed that

the members are entitled to an extra
$500 on account of the length of the
session. As on other occasions, the
finance minister of the time ' being
takes an attitude of resistance. Last
week Sir Wilfrid Laurier made a dis-
tinct deliverance to the effect that the
indemnity would not be increased.
Thereupon many members went home
stating that they had given as much
time to public husiness at their own
expense as they could afford. Most of
them are back again now, and the gov-
ernment scored the full majority at
the yesterday’s divisions. Before this
letter ds printed it will be known on
what terms the strike has been de-
clared oft.

Meanwhile the question is discussed
on its merits. Mr. Casey, a govern-
ment suponter, rose yesterday to pro-
test against the statement that the de-
mand for increased indemnity was
confined to the French-Canadian mem-
bers. Mr. Craig on the opposition side
seconded the protest. This was only
fair, for it is undoubtedly the case that
there:is no race line in this matter.
Mr. Craig says that he is willing to go
to the country omn the issue that both
parties were agreed in 18856 and in 1891
that the extra indemnity ought to be
paid. There is just as much reason for
it this year. He holds that the mem-
ber of parliament cannot be expected
to devote half his year to parliament-
ary work at the capital, and a large
part of the other half to the interests
of his constituents, and only get $1,000,
which in the case of many of them
does mot pay their living expenses.
Mr. Craig quotes the ‘remarks of Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, Sir Richard Cart-
wright and other opposition leaders at
the time when previous extra indem-
nities were paid. .It was agreed then
that the payment was right and pro-
per. In 1885 the session continued five
months and twenty days; in 1891 it was
five months and one day. This year it
will have continued at the end of this
week five months and fourteen days.
So the precedent calls for extra allow-
ance.

‘ s

The objection made is that the
lerngih of the session is due to the
members themselves and that - the
extra indemnity puts a premium on
obsiruction aund loguacity. No doubt
the work could be done more quickly
if every member came here determin-
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ed to talk husiness anl nothing else,
and only as much of that as is neces-
sary. But this would be an ideal
condition and wduld imply the pres-
ence of ideal business men. erhaps
in a larger sense it would nct be
ideal, becaunse the questions are not
all purely business cuestions, but in-
clude matters of sentiment and
larger interests than those which ap-
peal to the business man as such.
Farliament is something mor2 than a
meeling of directors. It is the gather-
ing of the nation itself by its repre-
sentatives nand has authority to deal
with any grievance or any national
project which a member of the great
cemmunity would raise if the whole
pepulace were here to speak fer it-
self.

The imrperial parliament as a ‘busi-
negg hody would not need to be in
session mearly all the year round.
When the present scale of indemnity
at Ottawa was established three
monthe was a fairly lonz session and
the allowance was apparently fixed
on that basis. It was arranged that
each member could draw $7 a day
while he was here and the balance of
~hé" $1,000 at the end of the session.
If the session were three menths long
and he had lost no time, he woald
take $370 at prorogation and go home.
if he remained four months there
would still be left him $160. But if
he remains five months and con-
tinues to draw his allowance, his in-
demnity will all be gone some ten
days before the end of the period.
During the gixth month he must geét
his sllowance from some other source.
Mr. Mills, the present minister of
justice, suggested in 1885, that a per
diem "allowance ought to he made for
additional indemnity after three
months.

It is certain that there will be no
more three-month sittings. Neither
wili there be many so short as four
months. ‘We may look forward to
five months sessions hereafter as the
regular thing unless there is some re-
markable change in the way of doing
business. It does nct appear that the
speeches are much longer, or tihat
members waste more time than they
did in the three months’ sittings.
Many things have haprened in the
last twenty years. At the beginning
there were four provinces and the
range of legislation. and administra-
tien was much narrower than it is
now. Even as late as the third par-
liament the revenue and expenditure
was only half what it is at present.
Parliament has extended its jurisdic-
tion over Prince Edward Island and
British Columbia. It has ussumed
practical control over the Northwest,
which twenty years ago and much
later was practically unsettlzd.

It has to legislate for the Yukon
and to enquire inte the administration
of that interesting country. At Jeast
one-half of the five months of this
sessicn has bcen devoted to subjects
connected with our western country,
most of which were not live questions
in the early seventies. Jor Manitoba
and the Northwest there are exciting
transportation questions, grain stand-
ards, the administration of iand, the
dealings with the Indians. In British
Columbia there are railway questions,
alien legislation, the Chinese and Jap-
anese. In the Yukon we have matiers
of administration and of policy which
have demanded a large attention.

At

Again there are general questions of
railway policy east and west which
absorb much of the time of parlia-
ment. The railway committee of the
house bhas probably held forty sittirgs,
two or three hours long, almost 3s
largely attended as the sittings 'of the
‘house, considering most important
questions, some of them exceedingly
iniricate and involved, and all of
them requiring from the faithful
member mu:h investigation and
thought. Military affairs have come
to the front ihis last year or two a._nd
must from 1ihis time forward require
a good deal of attention. Then our
relations to the cmpire and to the
rest of the world are assuming new
importance and will require more and
more of the time of parliament. We
cannot get away from the fact that
the sessions will hercafter be 'ong
and that the indemnily which Wwas
just twenty years ago bears nO
longer .the - same relation tc the ser-
vices rendered.

The member of parliament is engaged
five months and gets $1,000. The On-
tario legislator receives $000 for two
months. The Quebec legislator "as
$200 for two months, the Nova Scotian
$500 for a shorter period. In New
Brunswick they pay $200 for a little
over ore month, and in the west %he
allowance is still larger in proportion
to the time expended. This is the
case which the members are able to
present to the ministers. When the
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