
rect it .to be recorded, and would exert all 
the influence he possessed in pressing atten
tion to a matter of so much importance.

us to give a detailed account of the many 
plans that have been tried and have failed ; 
it-is enough for us to give a statement of 
that which has succeeded, and to direct the 
attention of fur Local Assembly to a subject t 
of vital importance to the well being of the 
country.

likes baekv, your worship.” The Magistrate 
said, that it was quite ridiculous to observe 
the boys who promenaded some of the prin
cipal streets with cigars stuck in their mouths 
puffing out smoke to the right and left, to 
the annoyance of females and other persons 
who were unaccustomed to such an efilvium. 
The Magistrate then questioned the boy's 
mother, "and asked her whether she would 
prefer having him committed to gaol, or un
dergo the punishment of flogging at the 
of the office ? The prisoner, on hearing the 
question about the flogging, burst out crying, 
and afterwards exclaimed, “ For God's sake, 
your worship, don t flog me, and 111 ne\ er 
smoke a cigar again as long as I live. The 
mother thought a good whipping would do 
her son more good than sending him to gaol 
amongst other persons worse than he. was 
himself. At all events it v ould sicken him 
of smoking his master's cigars. The boy 

then taken into the yard and well whip-
again brought into

late disturbances in various parts of Poland 
have subsided. Such of the insurgents as 
have not made their escape across the fron
tier have fallen into the hands of the Russi
ans, who, relieved from their fears, now give 
themselves up to vengeance. Mora than 
4000 persons, the greater part of .them be
longing to the most distinguished /families, 
gorge the prisons of Poland ; the mere^sus- 
picion of an insurgent having touched the 
estate of a proprietor is sufficient for the lat
ter to be treated as a criminal, and many 
whose innocence is fully established are still 
detained in confinement; among them are 
many old men and even women. Their 
number increases daily, and the only dimi
nution it experiences is by those who under
go the capital punishment, to which they are 
condemned, and which has been inflicted 
upon a great many. The most inquisitorial 
measures are resorted to in order to extort 
from the prisoners confessions as to their 
relations with the inhabitants, and as to the 
means bv which the insurrection was excit
ed and upheld. The Prussian Government" 
vies in -cruelty with the Emperor Nicholas.— 
M. Flotvel came to Posen in April last with 
a pretended amnesty for such of the Polish 
subjects of Prussia as during the bite war for 
independence joined the ranks of their bre
thren ; but this, after all, was nothing less 
than a confirmation of the doom denounced 
against them, for it did not abolish the pain 
of imprisonment inflicted upon minors, nor 
the confiscation of property ; men who were ' 
free from military duty on account of their 
age-or the state of their health have been en
rolled as private soldiers. It is announced 
that the Prussiaii Government is about to 
make forced purchases of estates to a great 
extent, and transfer them to Prussians, in 
order by degrees to extirpate the Poles from 
the province. The prisoners confined for po
litical offences are treated with great rigour.”

On reading the above we could not but 
feel astonished at perceiving by it the total 
absence of punishment for convicted felons 
in the principal prison of the Island—for the 
manner in which the convict is at present 
treated, can be considered only such as will 
induce him, after the expiration of his term 
of imprisonment, to return to the place in 
which he can lead an indolent life.

We have long been aware that a lodging 
in the prison of Harbor Grace, is sought af
ter rather than avoided by the abandoned, as it 
gratifies their propensity to indolence, with
out depriving them of society; but until the 
above request was made to the Chief Judge, 
we were not aware, that the discipine in the 
gaol of St. John’s was equally bad. It ap
pears by the answer of his Honor that lie has 
not the power to pass a sentence of hard la
bour. Now, we think this very extraordi
nary.—Either the criminal law of England 
extends to this country or it does not—if it

It may lie said, perhaps, by some, that it 
is time enough to take up the question of 
Prison Discipline when our prisons are bet
ter stocked w ith subjects on whom to enforce 
it;1 but such a remark is not worth an an- 

We hope never to see an overflow

rear

swer.
of .crime, and our only motive in writing the 
above is to point out a way to prevent such
an occurrence.

The Grand Jury of St. John's are entitled 
to our warmest thanks, for calling the atten
tion of the government to the subject.

:
IMPORTANT!—By the Imperial Act 3d 

and 4th Wm. IV., cap. 59, vessels of the 
United States can henceforth Import into 
St. John's, goods (being the produce or ma
nufacture of that Country) fit and necessary 

: tor the Fisheries—duty free. The same 
! privilege will also extend to vessels of the. 
j following Countries—being those u hi eh have 

placed the commerce and navigation of the 
British Empire on the footing < 1" t! .v v : t
favoured nations----viz. liar over, LuGrk,
Bremen. Hamburgh, Rio dt la Plata, New 
States of Mexico, States of Colon.:he, Rus
sia, Sweden. France, Prussia, and Spainpvo;/2[ 
her Colonial possessions.

The Act of the 10th Geo. IV., can 4 .— 
which permitted Foreign Timber to be im
ported duty free, and to be exported 
mitted at the same rate of duty in the United 
Kingdom, as Timber of the British Planta
tions—is repealed.

Foreign Hams and Bacon, which paid 12s. 
per cwt. will in future be chargeable with an 
ad valorem duty of 15 per cent.

was
ped ; after which he 
the presence of the Magistrate, who gave 
him a severe lecture, and then discharged 
him. If Mr. Murray's example were gene- 
rallv followed by magistrates, there would 
he fewer hardened juvenile delinquents. 
The whip will do more good than the gaol. 
—Liverpool Albion.

was
A

do, then has the Chief Judge power to in
flict what punishments that law awards to 
convicts; and, if it do not, in whom, but 
the Judges of the land, does the power of 
awarding punishments exist? But in whom 
the power exists is now of little moment; 
it is to our House of Assembly we have to 
look for a settled system of jurisprudence, 
and the correction of abuses, which are 
dailv developing themselves ; and we sake it, 
that not the" least among these is the present 
system of Prison Discipline.

Happily the number of criminals on our 
calendars, has, as yet, been very-small; and, 
bv consequence, the attention of the philan
thropist lias not been directed to the internal 
regulations of our prisons: hut small as the 
number has hitherto been, every session con
vinces us that it increases progressively with 
the population, as well as that the crimes per
petrated are of greater atrocity ; such being 
the case, the subject we have adverted to tied 
mauds the attention of our government.

The Assembly of this Island is particular
ly fortunate in having before it the results 
of the manv experiments which have been 
made, both in Europe and the United States, 
to prove the efficacy of various systems of 
discipline fo,r reforming the felon, and incul
cating a wholesome dread on the minds of 
the ill-disposed. A prison is erected, not 
merely for the confinement of those who of- . ,
fend against the laws: but as a pk-e of pu- ! venon. arvet - :t wwksr a.pp;,:-, 
nishment, and of such a punishment ns tvili | -nut-., to pvt on,- on the Mon
leave a dread™ the mind of him who has i ge, tmd touk_me:r tra! on the mllowmg

; vbaturoa v.—n il'/s was sentenced to six

Foreign > ütelligence___

(From the Times, September 14J

BREST, Sept. 5.
rThe Hermione frigate, lately arrived here, 

as she sailed pretty close to the coast of Al- 
garves, saw the flag of Donna Maria every 
where flying. Two of Napier’s ships, one of 
them of*the line, were at anchor in the bay 
of Lagos, and several others 
ing on the coast.

The Hermione having cast anchor for a 
short time in the bay of Algesiras, 
officers went on shore ; they there learned 
that some persons, whose names are well 
known in Lower Brittany, had just embark
ed in a coasting vessel for Portugal; they 

Messrs, de la Houssaye, Gustav us and 
Adolphus Dudore, Dudandiere, and a fifth, 
whose name escaped them; all had assumed 
the title of Colonel at the least, lhe Chou
an de la Houssaye, who seemed to take the 
lead, had with him his young wife and two 
servants. They came from Gibraltar on 
board an English packet-boat.—.Moniteur. ►

The Marquis and Marchioness de Louie 
do .not accompany Queen Donna Maria to 
Portugal, as the Marquis is charged to carry 

négociations which have been opened with 
the French Government, They have taken 
up their residence near Paris, at Passy.

Extract of a letter from Florence, address
ed to the Garde National of Marseilles :— 
“ Madame Lncchesi Palli intended to have 
remained here some days, but the Grand 
Duke refused her permission to do so, and 
caused it to be notified to her that she must 
continue her journey within 24 hours after 
her arrival.”

and ad-

were seen cruis-

some
On Sunday week, during the hours of Di

vine Service in the morn.:r g, a most daring 
To fiberv

r^iscellaae ous,
Commercial Intercourse with France. 

—The Right Hon.' Paulett Thomson has 
taken his departure for the continent, where 
he has long been negotiating a commercial 
treaty with France, calculated to cement the 
good understanding between the two coun
tries, by improving a free commercial inter
course, equally advantageous to both.— 
Globe.

Irish Tobacco.—The Board of Excise 
and Customs mean to buy up, next month, 
all the Irish tobacco now on hand, at a valu
ation by their own officers. The Crown will 
apply it for the use of the navy. All Irish 
tobacco is to be forfeited from the 1st of Ja
nuary nexd, and the holder incurs a penal tv 
of £100. x *

Mortality a mono the Aristocracy.— 
The mortality in some of the branches of 
what is denominated the high Aristocracy, 
has of late been singularly great, 
lieve the Buccleuch estates have passed 
through three generations in little more than 
thirty years. In the same period there have 
been three generations of the Abercorn fa
mily.

Royal Munificence,—His Majesty, who 
has been accused of a want of regard to his 
family, lately presented the female members 
with a most munificent mark of his paternal 
affection, £5000 each.

Ulster Canal.—Me have the pleasure to 
inform the subscribers to the Ulster Canal 
that the Lords of the Treasury have issued 
their warrant to the Exchequer Loan Com
missioners, for the first advance of £20,000, 
under the provisions of the Ulster Canal act. 
—Dublin paper..

The Grandfather of the Bar.—In the 
list of barristers of the Post-office Directory 
for the present-year, there appears the name 
of Henry Humphreys, who was called to the 
bar so long agp as the year 1715 ! ! ! So that 
this gentleman, must have been in the pro
fession of the law considerably more than a 
century The father of the bar is a distinc
tion enjoyed by the oldest banister ; but 
Mr. Humphreys is entitled to a more venera
ble designation—“ The Grandfather of the 
Bar.”—■Dublin Register.

Led in the Simp of Mess. 
1STFR cud Co. bv three of the Servants

was e >mn

andof that firm, name 
FFdi'S. ' . : fieri- • nn-ir vu thromr’i

were

the Dwelling-house attached to ifi.e Shop, by 
forcing rack the holt of a d.-->r opening into 
the kitchen, from \. hieh t! ascended the 
stairs and made

v

way into a èiore-roomr.it i

? hove, and from fin-nee below into the shop, 
from which thews-cole some loose silver and

They

»

received it, and preventfhis again subjecting1! j

Ou-
on ] (months imprisonment, but Larkham and 

j (/o.v, who opened an entrance into f.ne hoy Mg 
will nVit receive their sentence until u.> 
Honor the Judge has conferred with his col
leagues.

himself! to the like.
punishes the suspected equally with the con
victed, if we except a trifling alteration in 
t e uantitv and

pr«**:cr$t V

The iu-ality of diet.
j sti e, to 'say not! mg of tlye inefficiency of 
such a system, is too e\ iden-t to need remark.

We doubt not hut that in our forthcoming 
Judicature Act move commensurate punish
ment will be awarded to crime than has hi
therto been inflicted; and that, during the 
next session, a bill for the internal regulation 
of our prisons; and the building of a peni- 
tentiarv, in which the prisoner shall he com
pelled to labour foi1 his support, will he in
troduced into our Assembly by some one of 
its members.
hie circumstance he accomplished, it is hut 
a portion of what is necessary to be done.— 
It will ensure the punishment of the crimi
nal certainly, but it will not reform him; 
and as the object of coercion is to reform as 
well as to punish—-to convert a-bad into a 
good citizen—too much attention cannot be 
given to the discovery and adoption of a sys
tem calculated to effect so desirable an end..

That the systems pursued in t,he Mother 
Country, to prevent'crime, are inefficient is-, 
notorious—it having been proved beyond a 
question, that so far from reforming the pri
soner, they have sunk him deeper in iniquity 
by herding him with old and irreclaimable 
offenders : in fact, it is notorious that plans 
of robberies have been formed in the pri
sons of England, which were perpetrated by 
the framers of them after their liberation: 
so shamefully inefficient, indeed, is the Pri
son Discipline in England acknowledged to 
he, that theGovernmenthassentouta cbmmis- 

to the United States, to report on the 
experiments that have been made in the pri
sons of that country. It appears, by state
ments which have come under our observa
tion, that the system pursued at Auburn, in 
the State of New York, is the most perfect 
in its character, and efficacious in its appli
cation. This system, which was finally adopt
ed after a variety of others had proved abor
tive, is that of" confining each convict in a 
separate cell, in which he is compelled to 
maintain absolute silence. On the arrival 
of a prisoner at this penitentiary, he is 
placed in a cell, and permitted either to 
work or play as he may think proper; no 
instance, howeVer, has yet occurred in which 
a prisoner, after two or three days’ confine
ment, has not asked for work as a favour. 
The prisoners work together in work-shops 
attached to the prison, but in perfect silence. 
■The result of the system is, that of every 19 
convicts, who have been discharged, only 1 
ever returned to the prison ; being a much 
less average than any other system could 
boast of.

The limits of a newspaper will not permit

The Northern Circuit Court was opened 
hv-his' Honor Judge Bren ton, on the 22nd 
inst; After the Grand Jury had ossen.be d 
his Honor delivered an excellent <•:duress, m 
which he took the opportunity o: àdxcrti: -g 
to the state of the poor, in :. e p.-u-vs \»h:: t 

’ he had visited in the eirvv.t, end winch he 
considered r.iuva • better -than it v., at me _ 
same period, last year; fi r, al'though the 
Labrador fishery was comparatively a failure, 
the Shore fishery, on - .the whole, wàs nvucli 
superior to that of several previous years. 
The names of se'Ven prisoners appeared on 
the calendar, ci' which—3-were for stealing 

' in a dwelling-house, I for larceny, 1 1er an • 
assault on a child of tender ago, cud 2 for 
assaults; against the whole of these (except 
the one for larceny, against whom no prose
cutor appeared) true bills were found.

Murder.—Another instance of the mur
der of a family las occurred at Conch 
(French Shove) on or about the 12th inst. 
From intelligence received, it appears that 
in the absence of the master of the house 
(Mr. James Hope) the'barbarians entered the 
premises, and despatched Mrs. Hope and 
two children, and afterwards rifled the house.
A man, who- was servant to Mr. H. has been 
committed to the Gaol of St. John’s, cn * 
strong suspicion of being one of the perpe
trators of this diabolical act.

We be-

The Augsburg Gazette of the 7th insuuit, 
contains the following of the 2d from \ iep- 

—“ The last accounts from Prague con
firm the report that the interview between 
the Monavchs of Russia, Prussia, and Aus
tria, will not take place at Troppau, but at 
Friedland, a small town in the circle of 
Bunzlau, in Bohemia. Business continues 
to be very flat on our Exchange, which is 
partly owing to the apprehensions of many 
speculators, who imagine that the decisions 
of the approaching Congress of Sovereigns 
may lead to war, and partly to the stagnation 
and uncertainty now prevailing on all the 
questions connected with the general inte
rests of Europe. Among these are the affairs 
of Portugal, Belgium, Switzerland, Italy, and 
Germany, to which some add those of Tur
key and Egypt, asserting that the envoys 
from France and England at Constantinople 
are constantly endeavouring to disturb the 
close alliance of the Porte with Russia, 
which gives them so much umbrage.”

The Berlin State Gazette of the 5th inst. 
savs—“According to the last accounts from 
Stettin, which come down to the evening of 
the 3d, the Emperor of Russia had not yet 
arrived in that town. The Crown Prince 
was still at Swiuemunde, waiting to receive 
the august visiter on his arrival. At Stettin 
part of the garrison was stationed along the 
streets between the lauding place and the 
Hotel Toussaint, where His Majesty is to 
alight. The weather continues very unfa
vourable ; wind and rain succeed each other 
in turns. According to the most recent let
ters from St. Petersburg}!, the Emperor sail
ed from that port on the 28th ult.”

The Hamburgh Correspondent of the 5th 
instant says, that according to a letter from 
Berlin, the Emperor of Russia will return to 
his states by Prague and Vienna.

According to letters from Berlin, the 
Duke of Cambridge, who is still in that ca
pital, will accompany the King of Prussia to 
the camp at Magdeburg, and then return to 
Hanover. The Duchess, previously, to her 
return home, intends to proceed from Berlin 
to Rumpenheim, on a visit to her father, the 
Landgrave of Hesse.

Extract of a letter from Thorn, on the 
frontiers of Roland, dated August 27 “ The

na :

But should even this desira-

V

)

(SixupcDsrLiixiB ©m&iin sioner
E, the undersigned, request you will 

he pleased to convene a Public 
MEETING of tiie Inhabitants of this Town, 
this Afternoon, for the purpose of voting an 
ADDRESS to RICHARD ALEXANDER 
TUCKER, Esquire, on his intended depar
ture from this Island.

Harbour Grace, 26th October, 1833.
To

Nicholas StAbb, Esq.
Deputy Sheriff.

Thomas Ridley,
Richard Andrews,
John Stark,
John Munn,
IP il Ham Innott,
J. L. Prendergast,
John Smith,
James Hippisley,
H. G. Ciojc,
George P. Jillard,
George Hippisley,
Thomas Marten,
Thomas Foley,

WEDNESDAY, October 30, 1833.

“ The Grand Jury (of St. John’s) be* 
most respectfully to represent to the Court, 
that they have been occupied during the pre
sent term, with., many very trifling case.-,, 
which the Jury believe to be, in a great mea
sure occasioned by the very lenient 
in which prisoners are treated in the Gaol 
of this town, and that imprisonment, in 
their estimation, is no punishment whatever. 
They Leg to suggest, as an improvement on 
the present system, that, upon conviction, 
prisoners may be sentenced to labour on the 
public roads under overseers, or to be em
ployed in some other way laboriously for the 
public benefit.

“ JOHN DUNSCOMB, Foreman.”
The Hon.. Chief Judge Simms expressed 

his entire concurrence with the Grand Jury 
on the subject of the presentment, but re
gretted that it was not in his power to adopt 
their suggestion. He would, however, di-

lmanner

!
Wïlb.àm S. Comer, 
Michael Kerf, 
William Moi toy, 
Peter Roger son, 
James Burn, 
Ebenezer Webber, 
Patrick Iluie, 
Edward Shelly, 
Daniel Candler, 
Roger Hanrahan, 
James Prendergast, 
JJuvid Kerf, 
Maurice Power,
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