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Mark Twain as a Samaritan,
Here is a new Mark Twain story that 

sounds as if it actually might have hap
pened. i

I It dates back to the period when Mark 
was living in Hartford, on the next block 
from Harriet Beecher Stowe and her 
husband, Professor Stowe.

One cold and blustery winter morn
ing, after an unusually heavy snow
storm, a neighbor, meeting Mark in the 
street, slowly plowing his way through 
the drifts, with a corncob pipe in his. 
mouth, and a snow-shovel over his I 
shoulder, asked him where he was bound.

“Oh, just around the block—an er-; 
rand of mercy,” drawled Mark, removing I 
the pipe from between his teeth and I

.ni » », »,
Or. Drummond by means of smaU op- me that Professor Stowe is under the 
crations, which have frequently resulted weather this morning, and I’m on my 
in allowing the boy to have a normal way around there to shovel him out!”
development which had hitherto been ar- Scribbkm, the editor of the Mudville 
rested by his disability.” Scraper, was a modest man. He believed

The last sentence is of particular in- piodesty—even in journalism. He
terest. Among children committed to thought it paid no better for a newspaper, 
.. , ,, , , .., „ . . . than for a man continually to be brag-the care of the Children s Aid Society in gjng 6
St. John, there are always some who A prospectus was once drawn up for 
need special treatment. That society him. There were several blatantly boast- 
has sent quite a number of little patients : J”faF™phs in it, and Scribblem
to the public hospital, and has had two “If I let this go,” he said, “it would 1 
older ones placed in the provincial hos- be pretty nearly as bad as the epitaph 
pital for nervous diseases, one mentally J)**t the young widow carved on her aged j
deficient and the other really insane, > ^his epitaph read: j

, j , . Sacred to the memory of John James |
Ih*e can be no doubt at all that much ! Greer, aged eighty-four, who departed 
of the delinquency and arrested mental this life bitterly regretting that he must :
development of children is due to causes k„ave forever the most beautiful and best.

of wives * **that could be removed by proper care,
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COALWith Weed Chains on all four tires you can steer your car wtih 
perfect ease over the most slippery roads. They give a car better 
balance and make it Lyken’s Valley Egg for Furnaoef

An excellent substitute far 
Scotch Anthracite 

All sizes American Hard Coal and 
best grades of Soft Coal 

always in stock

"100 PER CENT. SKID-PROOF’ ’

Sizes 30 in. x 3 1-2 in. to 36 in. x 6 in. ; also the new Ford car 
size, 31 in. x 4 in., and all sizes of Weed Extra Cross Chains carried 
in stock.

. have those Automobile Flat Spring Washers that you have been looking for. Sizes 
1-4 in. to 3-4 in.

i
DIVIDED WE FALL

R. P. & W. F. STARR, limite!The growing demand for competent 
and aggressive leadership in Canada is 
justified by what one reads in the 
newspapers. We read, for example, that 
on Saturday Mr. R. B. Bennett, direc
tor of national service, held a cohfer- 
ence at Ottawa with the executive of 
the trades and labor congress. The re
port says: »

“Among at least some of the unions, 
east as well as west, there is a good 
deal of suspicion that the inventory of 
man-power of the country which is to 
be taken next week is a primary step 
towards conscription, and consequently 
we are not inclined to view it with 
favor. Mr. Bennett, at considerable 
length, explained the situation and did 
much to remove any idea that the na
tional service plan has as its ultimate 
goal obligatory military service. No 
conclusion was reached. The confer
ence will be resumed on Tuesday, when 
It is expected Sir Robert Borden will 
attend.”

4» S MYTHE ST. 159 UNION ST
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Hard Coal, Rea Coal
For Kitchen Ranges and Small Tidies 

All Kinds of Coal on Hand, 
THE COLWELL FUEL CO., LTD* 
_____J* Firth Brittan, Sec'y-Treas»ran

Landing ex. Schr “ J. Howell Leeds ** 
b-st qua- ity

ALUMINA OIL HEATERS LEHICH HARD COAL
Egg, Nut aed Chestnut Sizes

CEO. DICK, 46 Britaia Si
Pnoae M. ItiàMost people prefer to sleep in a cool room. But how much nicer 

to have your room warm for dressing.
and it is clear that those who are really A man who had just finished a com- 
feeble-minded should have institutional fortable meal at a restaurant the other
treatment. evening suddenly rose from his chair,

rvL a-t . v caught im his hat and umbrella, thatThe time must come when society stood agajnst the wa]1> ^ rush^d out ;
will so organise itself -that in self-defence of the building.
it will see to it that proper care is given ( “Stop him !” exclaimed the proprietor. 

And whUe Mr. Bennett at Ottawa!*, children in their homes, but in the !^’hat feUow went out without pay-

its ultimate goal obligatory military ought „to be met in a generous way by table near whfre the other had sat. “He
service,” Sir Sam Hughes, at Lindsay, every community took my gold-headed umbrella. I’ll stop
was talking in an entirely different '_ him ?ncI ™ bring him back in charge of
•train TK. ranm* hi. ......h „„„„ -------------------------- B P°dce officer, thç scoundrel!”

„ ' T'm°i ***, ^ ' A Social Service Congress is to be Without a moment’s hesitation he
The immediate falling out of all hdd jn gt John toward the end of 1 dashed out of the house in hot pursuit

single men from 18 to *6 years of age, .. ... , , ..____ . - of the conscienceless villain. And' the
not exempted under the law, for active 11 ,w“ b= f°r the pr0Tl“Ce f Proprfrfor, a cold, hard, unsympathetic
«prvira trainin. th. r.n.ai.n NeW Brunsw,ck- The presence of out- kind of man, has somehow begun to sus-

..... . 8. .. i standing authorities on Social Service that neither of them will ever come
md.ba act, was the recruit ng pohey ad- from T elsewhere "
vocated by Lleut.-General Sir Sam 
Hughes at a large meeting here last 
Bight. He declared that the national 
Service commission was more or less of 
a failure. Four months of valuable, 
time had already been lost, and four ; 
months more, at least, must elapse be- j 
tore the returns of eligibles would be 

- In. It would be a year before the com- i 
mission could begin to operate with any
effect, and even then action on the basis . . ... , ,... ,,, ... _ , i mg a splendid work, with provincialadopted would be chaotic. One good! ,... , ... ., , and municipal aid and encouragement,thing, however, was that the public .... , ... , ..__° , , , , . . , _ ,i We greatly need organisation in Newseemed to be interested. Prompt and „ ° ,... , . Brunswick,decisive action, however, must now be
the mandate. The calling out of single 
men could now be done under the act,
Ife said, but in order to remove all doubt 
regarding compulsory service for over
seas, the act should be amended so that

- MINUDIE COAL.
the Soft Coal that lasts, «an be 
bought whert you get the dry wood. 

--------  From --------
A. E. WHELPLEY,

240 Paradise Row. ’Pho-- 3/1. 122?^#,

ALUMINO OIL HEATERS
Prices $3.75 to $8.75

i
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Steel Construction. Easy to Carry from Room to Room. 
So Simple a Child Can Operate and Re-wick Them. Dainty 

Little Cakes
Perfectly safe and free from odoi 

for these stoves, supplied at all time.
soft cotton wicks, suitable

Smetoon g. SBfie-t 5m. for Christmaswill make it of special interest, and itj 
will undoubtedly be one of the most im-1 
portant conventions held In recent 
years. It will be undenominational in 
character, and should result in such an 
organization for the city and province 
as will give community welfare work a 

I new meaning and a splendid impetus. 
They have a Social Service Bureau in 
the three prairie provinces which is do-

FLOUR/

DOLLS[CRD DEVfNPuRTMADE IN ST. JOHN Please see our display before you buy. We would like to know 
that you had seen all the others first. But if you do not care to lose 
time, follow the example of those that have inspected the rest and 
bought from us.

Brices from 25c. upwards.direct from mtll to the
' CONSUMER SPECIAL BEAUTIES $6.00.

LaTour
Flour

J. M. ROCHE & CO., LTD. 94-96 King StreetFarmer*» Son and Then an 
Errand Boy

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Now that the Christmas festivities are 

a thing of the pest, the people must 
centre their thoughts more and more ! 
upon the stem task of seeing to it that : 
Canada does her full duty in the war. i 
The Rt. Hon. Arthur Henderson warns

We Extend to You the Season’s Greetings and Wish to Assure 
You of Our Hearty Appreciation of the Splendid 

Christmas Trade Given Us.FORTUNE IN GROCERIESPURE MANITOBA
AT MILL PRICES

$10.20 per barrel 
$5.00 per 1-2 bM. bag 
$1.35 par 24 lb. bag
Delivered to all parts of the

!

the militia might be sent abroad for 
the defense of the empire. Under this 
plan he would undertake to have at 
least two to three hundred thousand 
men ready for the front within four 
months from the inception of the 
scheme.”

! .-rt:' •
CHEYNE & CO., I66 UNION STREET- Til. M. 803the English people of the spiritual bat- ! 

tie they must wage, in order to remain 
true to their ideals and prosecute the 
war till right shall triumph, and we 
have the same battle to wage in Canada, 
where there are the added temptations 
of an abounding prosperity.

#<£<*> <S>
The day after Christmas there came 

to the Times office the story of a young 
widow with two children who must 
find a temporary home for the little 
ones and work tor herself, in order to 
support them. It is believed satisfac
tory arrangements can be made. Christ
mas giving does not solve our social 
problem. It is an all-the-year problem, 
and calls for constant and organized 
treatment in order that all the little chil- , 
dren may get a fair start in life.

<S> <$> <î> <$>
A Canadian exchange says: “The de- I 

velopment of the paper-making industry 
in Canada will be one of the marvels 
of the next decade. The proprietors 
of newspapers in the United States will 
be forced to protect themselves against 
the extortionate prices charged for news 
print by building mills In Canada

Mede His Name is Chairman of 
Part of LoBcjpB Authority—A 

Close Friend [of Lloyd Geerge, 
Whose Parliamentary Secretary 
He Was

THE DUMB SPEAK

(Halifax Chronicle) V 
So long as Sir Sam Hughes ritHLÜn 

iirith Ia , . . charge of the militia department and

he had represented in the House for erything that he said or did was glorl- 
eighteen years and selected as the title fied. If any penson ventured to sua- 
of his barony that of Lord Devonport. gest that there was need for reorganize- vj 
Not a Strong Partisan *H,a or reform, he was immediately de-

. nounced as a traitor. But now that
Hike many other men prominent in Sir Sam has been displaced, some of 

public life before the beginning of the the organs are recovering their powers 
war and reckoned a strong partisan, of utterance. Thus the Toronto News 
Ix>rd Devonport has been no 'partisan in makes bold to say with reference to 
the last two years. He has been a the management of the Canadian forces 
rather severe critic of the Asquith gov- in England:
eminent; and has asserted that through There is necessity for active prose
unbusinesslike methods the government eution of reorganization. In England 
has lost the country millions of pounds, strong measures are needed to correct 
Especially was he severe upon war office a situation which bas never been fully 
methods, and it is understood that he satisfactory. Sir George Perley has a 
has been able to impress his views upon hard. task befqre him. It will require
Lloyd George, to the end that great his patience and skill and strength. 
economies have been made in the last wiU need the loyal support of thtl
few months. It is intimated that Lord ar™y and the active assistance of the 
Devonport’s control of the food of the ^nister of militia. The reconstruc- 
country will extend to Include the drink. [*°n tke military machine demands 
He is by no means a fanatic upon the thorough consideration. There has been 
subject of temperance, but he realizes n®8^ct in reinforcing battalions. The 
that the alcohol which is now being ,whol.e English-Canadian establishment 
converted into whiskey might be mote l1.85 ackc< adequate organization, direc- 
wisely converted into materials of war. “on and authority. With thousands of 
To become the arbiter of what the Brit- "ien m England battalions in France 
ish Isles shall eat and drink is a con- h»ve sometimes been under strength, 
siderable promotion for the son of an ^ 2*
English small farmer, and later an er- tmil>ked- wa8 juff,-
rand boy in a groceiy store. Lord Dev- ,^1 tko,r!ja*h,y trflr'-_^____ , , ed reserves should be held m constant
onports career ,s one more example of readi„ess for active service, 
the truth that one does not need to be This> mark ia the adlnission of 
to the manor born to attain the greatest the chief Conservative organ. It coM- 
he!ghts in the old country. firms in every particular all tiiat Libpüï

newspapers have repeatedly urged us to 
the imperative need of reform, and the 

A Denver lawyer tells of a man ar- lamentable failure of the government’s
administration. They cannot unload 
their responsibility on Sir Sam Hughes.

LOR. PITT AfID LEINSTER. TEL. MAIN 2263-21

delegates and representatives on this 
bvard, but Lord Devonport as chairman 
has teen the virtual dictator of its pol
icy for the last seven years.

The point is made by Cunliffe Owen, 
an American writer, that'Lord Devon
port’s acquaintance with shipping will 
be of advantage to him in his new posi
tion. But more greatly to his advantage 
will be his intimate knowledge of the 
grocery business, for it was as a grocer 
and tea merchant that he built up his 
huge fortunes. He has branch stores all 
over England and what he does not 
know about the food supply, about nor
mal profits, rake-offs and so forth is not 
worth knowing. The fact that he has 
become a millionaire through this know
ledge, plus tremendous energy, is suffi
cient qualification on this score. His 
conduct of the London dockers’ strike 
is evidence that he is a man who is not 
to be turned from his purpose once he 
makes up his mind. He will be quite as 
much a dictator as the English people 
will tolerate.

/ Of course Sir Sam Hughes dote not 
«peak for the government, but he lately 
loomed so large in Canada’s military af
fairs that he may be presumed to have 
a considerable following. He says the 
Bational service commission is more or 
leas of a failure, and that valuable time 
has been lost, and more will be lost. 
Therefore he demands the obligatory 
Biilitary service which Mr. Bennett says 
le not contemplated.

And while the doctors disagree the 
tient suffers. The patient in this case 
the Canadian army at the front and 

the cause for which that army is fight
ing. It Is not a situation the Canadian 
people can regard with complacency. 
Elooner or later they will demand in un
mistakable terms that they be given the 
leadership the time and the occasion so 
Urgently demand.

A national service that does not de- 
tnand more than the conscription of 
men is no national service at all In 
England they have learned that the 
Whole nation must be impressed into 
service, and a system adopted under 
which the whole of the national re
sources can be mobilized for war. There 
Baust be as near as may be an equality 
of sacrifice f°r the national cause. In 
Canada we are still marking time and 
tolerating the patronage committee. 
There must be an end of this sort of 
leadership.

city
TELEPHONE WEST 8 * . Il St. Mn Milling Company

(Toronto Mail and Empire.)
Although Mr. Asquith said in the 

House of Commons that lje did not like 
! that word “dictator,” his government 

had already decided that there should be 
I a food dictator in England. The trou

ble was to find the man. It was said 
generally that he would be the most un
popular official in the United Kingdom, 
and that no man with any political am
bitions would accept the task. Finally 
Lord Devonport was induced to take the 
oflke, and then it was suddenly remem
bered that he had vast experience in the 
dictating business.

For several years he has been in con
trol of the Port of London, and in dis
charging the duties of this position had 
won for himself the name dictator. He 
won national and even international fame 
at the time of the dockers’ strike in 
1919, when the shipping business of the 
port was paralyzed and London threat
ened with famine. The utmost pressure 
was brought to bear upon Lord Devon
port to yield to the demands of the 
strikers, pressure comparable to that 

: brought upon Sir Edward Carson three 
years ago, but Devonport would not 
yield, although some labor leaders open
ly advocated his assassination, and even
tually he won the strike, and establish
ed the principle for a generation at least 
that the Port of London is of too vital 
importance to the British empire to be 
at the mercy of professional labor agi- 

I tators.

HOCKEYr

and SKATES ! How Peers Are Made—Sometimes

As noted, Hudson Keariey was made a 
baronet because of the fine work he had 
done as parliamentary secretary to Lloyd 
George. In 1910 it was suggested to 
him that he would make a suitable peer. 
He was willing; but instead of the mas
ter being then and there settled there 
was an awkward pause. Then it was 
gently hinted that a large contribution 
to campaign funds would be in order. 
Sir Hudson dissented, and finally, we 
are told by Mr. Owen, he was inform

ée did not “come across” he 
would remain a baronet like his 
petitor in business, Sir Thomas Lipton. 
Sir Hudson pointed out that his work 
with Lloyd George, his services to the 
Port of London, including his refusal to 
take a penny of the $20,000 annual sal
ary attached to the position, and his 
handsome contributions to the party in 
the past ought to he sufficient reason for 
his promotion. It appears that some 
of the negotiations had been carried on 
by correspondence, and at the proper 
moment Sir Hudson made the handsome 
offer of submitting the whole matter to 
the general public through the news
papers. The suggestion was repudiated

on a
co-operative basis.” Makegood Christmas, 

Presents for Boys
Never was the Christmas season in ' 

St. John marked by such an universal 
desire to contribute to the happiness of i 
the poor and the shut-in, and of those 1 
in the various institutions, as wae in 
evidence during the past week.

If your dealer hss a “ ten on 
Hockey Boots " he can easily get 
all sizes from<»<$><$>"♦

Every steamer that brings its quota ! 
of wounded men to our port reminds us 
of the duty we owe to those who are 
still at the front, and to the cause for 
which they are fighting.

<$><$><» Ç>
The universal testimony of city 

chants is that .their Christmas trade 
surpassed that of any former year. 
Money was amazingly plentiful.

Getting a Lawyered that if

J.M,HUMPHREY &C0i corn-
rested in that town on a serious charge 
to whom was assigned a poor lawyer. 
The crude appearance of the man de
tained to defend him distressed the pris
oner.

“Is this my lawyer?” he asked.
“Yes,” replied the judge.
“And he is going to defend me?"
“Yes.”
“If I should die, could I have another 

lawyer?” »
“Yes.” '

u As Secretary to Lloyd George
r | Lord Devonport’s dose association
— with Lloyd George poyited
— tainty that he could if he chose occupy 

a high position in any government that 
contained the brilliant Welshman. For

j years the two worked side by side. When 
I.loyd George was president of the 
Board of Trade, Lord Devonport, then 
Hudson Keariey, was his parliamentary 
secretary. It is an open secret that it 
fell to the lot of the secretary to put 
into practical business shape the bril
liant imaginings of his chief. So well 
did he perform this difficult task that 
he was created a baronet, and was put 
in charge of the work of organizing 
what is now known as the Port of 
London Authority. Up to 1909 the con
trol of the Port of London, with its 
forty miles of quays and its docks oc
cupying many thousands of acres, was 
divided among many different corpora
tions, public and private, including the 
Admiralty, the City of London, the 
London County Council, the Board of 
Trade, Trinity House, the Thames Con
servancy and numerous guilds, wharfin
gers and bonded warehouses. These 
bodies worked independently, and some
times at cross purposes, with the result 
that the river was not properly dredged 
and the re-export trade was seriously in
terfered with.

THE C^RE OF DELINQUENTS
The state school for boys at South 

Portland, Maine, is a reformatory insti
tution which appears to be doing a most 
Valuable work. The report of Supt. 
K)unn says:—

“The average daily attendance at the 
school for the past year was 170; 
commitments for the year, 49; returned 
from parole during the year, five; par
oled during the year, 54; escaped during 
the year, five; discharged by vote of the 
trustees, 12. The commitments for the 
past year were for the following of
fences: Larceny, twenty-eight; truancy, 
seven; common runaway, four; assault, 
one; vagabondage, one; breaking and 
entering, five; injury to property,
The largest number of commitments dur
ing the past year were from Portland, 
with Bangor second, amj JSiddeford 
third.”

to the cer-mer-
Cut Illustrates the. Most Popular 

OVERSHOE FOR CITY WEAR.

INVERTED-CROWN PAVING
NEEDS ON CURBnew “Then, your honor, I request the 

privilege of seeing him in the hack room 
for a few minutes.”The streets of a new residence district 

in Cedar Rapids, la., have been im
proved recently with an inverted-crown 
concrete Vaving. That is, the centre of 
the street is a trifle lower than the sides, 
so that the water drains down through 
the middle of the thoroughfare. This 
makes curbs unnecessary and is said to 
have proven very satisfactory. In case ! 
a pavement that is laid without curbs ! 
has the usual curved crown the water 
will eventually wash away the earth 
der the edges.—From the January Pop
ular Mechanics Magazine.

‘‘There’s no place 
like home” whenone.

un-

PURModesty of the Engineers
It is a tradition of the sappers that 

they always do their job and 
make a fuss about it.
Times special correspondent narrates 
that a commanding officer of troops 
which have borne a heavy share in re
cent operations complained to me that, 
in making up his list of recommenda
tions for honors, he couldn’t get the 
engineer officers to give him any names. 
“Oh, % ;y have ail done well,” they 
said, “that’s all right." “And," said the 
commanding officer to me, “it was all

The superintendent in his report urges 
that a proper industrial training build
ing be provided. Of the health of the 
boys he says:

“The health of the

never 
The London

Ftboys during the 
past two years has been quite remark- 
oble in its freedom from all serious sick- miIt is a one buckle, fine jersey cloth, 

waterproof Overshoe, light weight, 
comfortable and durable.

--------- $2.00---------
Regular Foot Warmers.

The Pott of London Authority
A royal commission having decided 

, that all authority should be concentrat
ed in one body, an act of parliament 
was passed and the Port of London Au
thority came into existence. The Port 
of London Authority fixes the port rates 
and dock charges, policies the river, bor
rows money for improvements and 
controls the Thames from its mouth .to 
Teddington Lock.

Joliesses and contagious disorders; and at 
Bo time have we had any considerable 
Bumber of boys confined to the house by
Illness, and for the most of the time right. They had all done well; but 
there has been no illness of any kind I somebody must have done particularlyr,l;«evrrM c;rn :mMzhysi:al ^ «n'"pl”whneteid2:dmc£nath.dryd:

bilities which boys bring into the school^ “marvellous chaps !”

makes the pies, 
cakes and bread.
“MORE BREAD AND 

BETTER BREAD”
McRobbie
Foot-Fitters : 60 King St. 216

There are various
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You could scarcely imagine 
a more delightful adjunct 
to the festive board than .

ROBINSON’S 
Gold Cake

Silver Cake—Raisin Cake 
Cocoa Cake 

Southern Fruit Cake
and

COLONIAL CAKES 
Colonials in Five Perfect 

^ Flavors 

ASK YOUR GROCER

ÎHER$0N$
LIGHTNING

/zl
hi

HITCH

U

Our “Lightning Hitch"
SKATING BOOTS

Will enable you to enjoy this 
popular, invigorating pastime to 
the fullest.

No wobbling or aching of the 
ankles.

They fit perfectly and wear for 
years.
Men’s, Women’s, Boys’ and 

Girls, $3 to $4.75
Retail orders sent parcel post.

Francis & Vaughan
19 King Street
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