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Many Thousands of Prisoners
Fall Into Attackers’
Hands.

SIX-MILE PENETRATION

French Threaten Territory of
Vital Importance to .
Enemy.

From the region west of Soissons
to the northwest of Chateau Thierry
V¥rench ‘and American armies have
Legun a strong offensive against the
Germans which possibly may have
a marked influence on the future of
the world war. In its initial stage
the movement has been rewarded with
great success, /

All along the 28 miles. the allied
troops have dashed in drilliant fash-
fon .across positions held by the Ger-
mans, killing, wounding or capturing
thousands of the ememy and taking
towns, villages, and large quantities
of guns and other, war supplies,

Nowhere, according to last reports

the fromt, has the ememy been

stay the progress of their as-
were

able 1o
“ua.nu. altho counter-attacks

_ resorted to on some important sectors
‘after the first stages of surprise oc-

casioned by the unexpected attack had
worn away.
Four Th d Pri s,

To the Americans alone in the re-
gion west of Solssons came 4000 pri-
woners, 30 guns and much war ma-
terial. Additional large number of
captives and further greater stores of
guns, ammunition and other war ne-
vessitiez were taken by the French.
‘Be‘ore all the positions of the Amer-
dcans and the ¥rench, their guns and
inachine guns cut to pleces fleeing
t.ordes -of the enemy or bands which
tried to withstand the onrush,

The Flow, probably long in its in-
cep.ion, is 4@ing aimed at territory
vital to the Germans—territory the
capture of which not alone would
mean the forced retirement \of the
Germans from the entire salignt ex-
tending sou‘heastward across the oc~
cupied region from Soissons to
Itheims with Chateau _ Thierry its
wouthern apex, but p bly would re-
sult _in the capture thousands of
Germans operating there, many of
them comprising the best soldiers of
she German emperor's. armies.

Important Roads Seized.

S0 fast has the advance progressed
1hat already French and American
iroops have reached or are astride

#overal of the important roads of
supply for the German armies in the

‘south, particularly the line running
‘from Soissons to Chateau Thierry. It

is not improbable by reason of this
fact and the inability of the enemy
fnstantly to remove them that forther
farge quantities of supplies will be
taken.

Six miles apparently
est point of penetration made by the
allied troops irn the first day of fight-
ing. This was at Buzancy, south of
Soiskons, which they captured and’
passed thru eastward, At several
distances: of from four
10 five miles were reached from the
original starting line. At Soissons the
Americans and JFrenchmen came to
within a mile of the city. Altogether
more than 20 villages fell imto the
;;lmhs of the allies all along the battle-

ne. b
Continue to Hold Germans.

All along the front on both sides of
Eneims the entente troops continue to
I'old the Germans wherever they have
men fit to launch attacks, East of
Baeims the French have recaptured
1 1unay, but south of the Marne in local
fighting  they lave lost some further
kround. The German official commu-~
uication asserts’ that in this region
sliccess nttended the German efforts.

Southwest of Villers-Bretonneux, in
the . Amiens sector, the Australans
"Klln have smashed .nto thé German
“ne—this time on a front exceeding a
e - in length, capturing guns and
Writoners. East of Hebuterne the Brit-

=28h also improved their positions, The

rmans are continuing the bombard-
Mments of various sectors held by the
lMthsh fn France and Flanders,

OVER ISLE OF THANET.

London, July 18.—A German air-
appeared over the Isle of Tha-
Net on . the northeast extremity of
Kent County, this evening. An offi-
clal announcement says that anti-
alrcraft  guns fired on 4he machine
Which ‘urned to the ecastward and
Proceeded out to sea.

was the deep-

Bridge Collapses
Engulfing Convoy

French Air Forces Inflict Heavy Losses on Ger-
mans in Attacks on Marne Pontoons---
Violent Explosion at Station.

Paris, July 18, — The work of the
French air forces in the operafions is
described in an official communication
issued tonight as follows:

“Our aerial forces have continued

On July 16 and 17 our bombing esca-
drilles attacked without cessatioa the
bridges over the Marne, obstructing
the passage of enemy troops. These
troops, attacked by machine gun and
bombs at the moment of debouching
on the north and south banks of the
river, suffered serious losses and were
obliged to disperse several times.

“A bridge thrown across the river
by the ememy in front .of Dormuns
was copiously sprinkled with projec-
tiles and collapsed;_ a convoy whizch
was crossing it was®engulfed in the

river. .
“Our bombing machines likewise

carried out expeditions against
tomnnu. raflway -ta.tbn- munmou

pbeu in the
enemy mr areas,

“Twenty-one tons of explosives were
dropped during the day and fourteen

to’play a brilfant part in the battle. pauring the night, doing much damage.

“A violent explosion occurred in the
station at Maison Bleu. Fiire broke out
in the stations at Coucy, Les Etapes
and Bazoches,

“Our airplanes, with the usual dash,
have engaged in numerous /combats
over the enemy lines. Twenty-nine
German machines were brought down
or put out of action and five captive
balloons were set afire, Yesterday, de-
spite the violent ‘wind and torrential
rains, our squadrons took the air and
obtained good  results. Twelve Ger-
man airplanes were brought down and
four captive balloons were destroyed.

“In the attacks on the Marne cross-
ings ”5.600 kilos of explosives were
used.

FOLONTHELEND*
0F INTED STATES

‘Government Passes Order Placing

Certain Commodities Under
License to Save Tonnage.

Ottawa, July 18.—~Upon the recom-
mendation of the minister of finance
two important orders-in-council have
bcen passed by the Dominion Govern-
ment governing the fmpcrt and export
commodities embraced in the liet
which the United States Government
has placed under license for the pur-
pose of conserving ocea ntonnage in
o.der that additional ghipping may be
made available for the transportation
«f troops and supplies to Europe.

It is desirable that Tanada should
cu-operate with the United States and
the other allies to this end, as evasion
of the American regulations has oc-
curred thru the importation and ex-
sortation of restricted articles into and
from the United States thru Canada,
to whose trade the American restric-
tions have not hitherto applied. The
ciders-in-council provide that the im-
port and expor: of the list of commodi-
ties in question shall be prohibited ex-
cept under license from the war trade
board.

By reason of the fact that communi-

cation between Canada and the United
Biates is chiefly by.rail it is not in-
tended that there shall be any restric-
t'on under the mew corder upon Can-
ada’s imports and exports from and to
the United States, and the war trade
Icard has advised the department of
customs that, until further notice, they
approve of the import and export of a
'st of commodities without license. All
previous orders-in-council restricting
imiports or exports, except under licen-
se still remain in effect.

RAILWAY INCREASES,

McAdoo Award Go« Iinto Effect on
August First.

Ottawa, July 18 —An announgement by
the war labor board respecting applica~
tion of the McAdoo award, was given out
today, This award provides for increases
ranging from 43 per cent. down, ' These
increases will be effective on Aug, 1, for
all employes, except those belonging to
organizations whose agreements with the
various companies bhave expired, for
whom the effective date back ecarlier
than May l 1918,

Human Counge at the Peak.

\ou can feel in your bones ag you read
the war despatches and catch the spirit
% the allies reflected in press and pub-
lic men, by women, children and those
at home, that the courage of the sol-
diers at the front fighting for liberty is
at a piteh higher than ever hefore ie-
corded in the history of warfare. The
danger is greater, the load on nerve and
brain and body is at the peak, and were
it not for the great advances in war ra-
tioning, clothing and sanitation many
would go to pleces under the wtrain.
But a super tourage seems to pervade
all the men; all are in good heart, hu-
mor prevails, and the Sammies appear
to revel in their new experience., And
courage in the sorrows of the war was

never higher.

300,000 WOMEN ON
LD N BATA

‘More Than Thrée Times as Many

as Were Employed Last
Year,

.

London, July 18.—More than 300,000
wemen are at present engaged on land
in Great Britain compared with 91,000
last year, Robert E. Prothero, president
¢f the board of agriculture, told the

house of commons today in discussing’

the estimates of ‘he agricultural de-
partment. There is also a large in-
ciease in the number of soldiers, Cer-
man Tprisoners and interned aliens,
dcing agricultural work. The speaker
added thaat the difficulty was that,
while the shortage of labor might be
made good to some extent, the quality
cculd not be made g

“Instead of a conslders,ble decline,
as in 1916, said the minister, “we have
increased the arable area of the coun-
try by 2,412,000 acres. We have an in-
crease of the wheat area of 752,000
acres; barley, 158,000 acres; and oats,
735,000 acres. We have not neglected
crops for livestock, These crops have
increased by 280,000 acres. Potatoes
have increased by 217,000 acres, an in-
crease of 50 per cent., or 27 per cent.
above the highest on record.”

The position of the allies with re-

| gard to food, subject fo the harvest be-

ing an average one, said the minister,
was decidedly better than in 1917 or
1916, and the relief to British tonnage
by mnot having to bring supplies from
America was also of the greatest ma-
terial assistance,

GRAND FRENCH ATTACK
IS FULL DRESS SHOW

London, July 18.- All the way from
Belleau to the Aisne the French attack
w8 launched at daybreak today.

It was what the British call a “full
dcess show,” with every department,
every weapon available, in play, in-
ciuding the new ¥rench mosquito
tunks.’

These tanks did excellent work at
some of the most difficult points.

TbucAretheBlgDaysmHnyin(

Thursday wae a reul haying day,
bright warm sun to dry what had been
already cut, and get~to the barn; still
better, 10 cut what in all likelihood wifl
be ready to team on Friday. But it is in
the hayfield, especlally after a rainy
day, that the daylight saving plan gets
its first jolt. ¥veryone is up and ready,
but the hay isn’'t always dry, and it Is
almost noon before the first load is in.
But there’s an easy way of curing that:
to work for a couple of hours after sup-
per. And that’s what many of us will
have to do this harvest,

There ix still a lot of haying to be
done_on the big farms: to farms that
takdoff two to three hundred loads, with
not a fourth of it yet in. '!'odav and
tomorrow are lkely to be top-notch days.

The showers of the week reflected
themselves in the great advance, first
of all in fodder corn, now thirty inches
high, and then in the grain crop. Spots
fn wheat fields were taking on a golden
glow, the first sign of a coming harvest
of sheaves.

But let everyone get after the hay
from now om, for hay is all the more
to be desired with the certainty of a
short and cobless corn crop.

{
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LORD ROBERT CEClL RETIRES AS
BRITISH MINISTE'R OF BLOCKADE

Sir Laming Worthington-Evans Accepts Portfolio---
Predecessor Becomes Assistant Foreign
‘Secretary.

!

London, July 18.—~Lord Robert Cecil, minister of blockade, has re-
linquished His post and will become assistant secretary of state for

_ Sir Laming Worthington-Evans, who has been parliamentary and
inancial secretary to the ministry of munitions, has been appointed to
succeed Lord Robert as minuur of blockade.

Gathering, Set for October,

Expected to Be One of
Biggest Held.

Toronto is to have the largest  and
most important Baptist convention in
the Canadiaz history of the denomina-
tion., The convention will be held in
October. This is a sensational change
of program as the convention had beén
officially called off by the unanimous
vote of the executive committee of the
Baptist Union of Ontario and Quebce,
as a result of a referendum vote given
by a portion of the local churches which
was two to ome against the conven-
tion being held. The announcement of

the calling off of the convention arous- ! pected of them,
ed a storm of protest from the lead'ng

city Baptist churches, especially of
Toronto and Montreal. The - Toronto
Baptist Association passed a strong
resolution calling for the holding of
the convention, and vehement pro-
tests were publicly made by Rev. C. J.
Holman, Rev, Dr. Wallace and other
Baptist leaders.

A substitute proposal of a special
week of meetings during the conven-
tion dates added fuel to the fire, and
was rejected with some vigor by the
Toronto Baptist Churches,

: Hold Emergency Meeting.

So high and sweeping became the
pro-convention sentiment that the
executive held an emergency meeting
snd yesterday issued the following of-
ficial announcement ‘“‘Upon motior of
Tev., W, B. Merrill, ssconded by Rev.
Lr. W. J. McKay, the resolution to
cancel the comnvention this year was
rescinded.”

A sub-committee of the Baptist
Union executive wa¢ appointed to re-
yort upon which invitation from the
leading Toronto Baptist churces would
be accepted.

Unanimous Decision,

Rev. Dr. W. J. McKay said the mo-
tion to call ¢the convention was
“Leartily and unanimously adopted.

7ho nearly two months have heen Jost |

n the preparation of the program, I |
do not expect a convention less in size, |
inspirat.on and purposeful results, It
vill rest largély with the

ng undone that is necessary to make |
# successful gathering.

“These are days of expansion in
many directions, and the prominent
thought in the convention will proba Iy
e thaat of advance in every depart-
n.ent of the work of the denomination.
There must be no standing stilL”

MORE DINEEN IMPROVEMENTS.

The Dineen store on Temperance and
Yonge streets is to be greatly improv-
ed by the extension of display rooms
on the second floor, adding more fitting
rooms in the ladies’ ready-to-wear and
dress department. Dineen customers
will appreciate this change as more
space is given to the display of dress-
es, coats, suits, waists, sweater coats
and summer furs.

FRANCE'S CAVALAY

Allwd ‘Horse sts Beyond Sois-
sthierry Road in Stirring
Ride Onwzrd

wnhcummmmm

Perendt e S D e
beyond the

ry Road to openings made by the
Franco-American forces.

The greatest progress made up to
latest reports was about ten kilome-
tres, or a little over six miles.

After pasgsing the third objectives
set for the operations of the morning,
the French and Americans south of
Soissons jaunched a powerful attack
at noon.

The American troops went forward
swiftly and fought with fury. No‘h-
ing seemed to etop them, especially
in the region o Soissons and to the
south of that city, Light and heavy
pleces were moved up as the troops
.advanced, and soon af‘er each bar-
rage ended, shells from the allied
guns were deluging the enemy’s rear
areas, playing havoc with his forces,
‘whether those in retreat or reserves
endeavoring to come up,

It was open warfare with all the
attending excitement, and thru *he
gaps made by heavy guns and infantry
the French cavalry dashed, beating
down those in their path, Terrific
losses were inflicted at all points on the
enemy. The tanks did all that was ex-
The great lumbering
engines rolled along in front of the
infantry driving the Germans before
them with streams of bullets and
clearing away many obstructions that
had escaped the artillery.

The enemy early began to bring up
strong reinforcements, Presh troops
have appeared at various points, and
a heavy counter-attack will probably
ha;e t:f) be hwfths:‘ood

o far has the attack progressed
that tonight the enemy in ti‘:o vicinity
of Chateau Thierry is considered to
be in a somewhat dangerous position—
one where he will have to act quickly.

FRENCH CARRY PEAK
"IN ALBANIA ADVANCE

Paris, July 18.—A French official
communication says: “Eastern theatre,
July 17~On the Struma patrol en-
counters took place, in thé course of
which the Greek troops captured pri-
soners,

“In Albania our advanced guards
pushed forward on the Gora Top
Ridge to Col de Lunga. Allied avia-
tors bombed airdromes at Hudova and
Nanatlarof. In the course of aerial
combats one enemy afrplans was
brought down and two others were
forced to land.” ‘

GENERAL MANGIN LEADS
BIG COUNTER-ATTACK

Paris, July 18~"The frony upon
| which General Mangin attacked this
morning measures about 21 miles,”
says The Temps. “The enemy was
totally surprised.

“The attack wax made virtually
wihout artillery preparation. Our in-
| fantry, supported by many tanks, ad-
vanced rapidly under the protection of

a barrage fire, which was extended Jre-
tore the advancing infantry,

“The forest of Villers-Cotterets is
now virtually cleared,”

pastors, |
;«-hurchmj and delegates to leave notli-

ATTEMPT TO RAID PARIS.

Paris, July 19.—8everal enemy airplanes
attempted to rajd the Paris district last
night. .= The air defences were put into
action Iimmediately, says the official
statement, ahd the batteries opened fire.
The alarm was given at 11.58 and “all
clear” at 12.40 a.m.

B

POUR THRU GAPS

Dnve Against Twenty-Eight Mile German
“Front, Between the Marne and Alisne,
Achieves Remarkable Progress, Includ-

ing Occupation of

Plateaux Dominating

Soissons Junction---French Guns Now

Command Railway Centre on Wluch
German Armies Depend |

Paris, July ll.—l(oro than tmty
villages have been recaptured by the
%rench and American troops in the
offensive begun this morning, accord-
ing to the war office announcement to-
night, which reports aleo the occupa-
tion of the plateaux, dominating Sois-
sons on 1the southwest. The statement
faYyS;

umumwmamox-
fensive on the Champasme and Rbeims
raountain fronts on the 15th, 16th and
uw,mmmum
with American forces, attacked the

German positions on the 18th between |
tne Aisne and the Marne on a front of |.

“We have made an m;m-mn ld
vance into the enemy linés
reached the plateaux dominating
sons on the southwest and the region
of Chaudun,

‘Bétween Villers-Helon and Noroy-
sur-Ource violent engagements have

been in progress. South of the Ourcq

our troops have gone béyond the gen-
eral line of Marisey, St. Genevieve,
Hautevesnes and Belleosu.

“More than twenty villages have
been retaken by the admirable dash of
tre Franco-American troops, as well as
several thousand prisvners and im-
portant war material.”

Extremely Well,

London, July 18,—~The great counter-
attack in which the French and Am-
erican troops are participating between
the Aisne and the Marne has succeed-
ed extremely well, according to latest
advices received here tonight, and the
situation for many reasons is consid-
ered extremely promising.

Owing to the fact that there was no
artillery preparation, the action was a
complete surprise for the Boche, and
the enemy artillery reaction was very
weak. On the other hand, the French
counter-battery work was exceedingly
effective. Enemy aviators entered into
the action and attempted to impede the
advance, using their machine guns at
a low altitude,

Notwithstanding this, the counter-
attack was noteworthy for the reasor
that the French offensive accomplish-
ed a great deal more than was achiev-
ed by the German drive on both sides
of Rheims, The length of the front
over which an advance was made wa’
practically the same, and the Frenct
and Americans working together ad-
vanced in six hours virtually double
the distance covered by the Germans
in three days.

dunction Under Fire.

So far as is known at present, the
junction line between Soissons and
Outchy-le-Chateau and also the junc-
tion Iine between Soissons and Fismes
are under direct observation and fire
from the new French positions on the
Crise Ravine. These two lines are the
only lines by which the Germans In
this salient between Soissons and
Rheims can be supplied. 1t is pos-
sible, however, that the Germans may
have succeeded in connecting up their
lines in another way.

The French counter is regarded here
as one of the moret brilliant pleces of
work in the war and it is belleved that
the results will prove extremely val-
uable, as the French have obtained
most important strategic positions,

Puts End to Offensive.

In London the view s held that
the advance has put an end to (h
German offensive for the present and
that Rheims can be considered com-
paratively safe, The French have
reached all their first objectives. Soutl

of .tho Marne much local fighting is
reported. ' The French have fost s
ground, but are still within M
mummm across
the. river, tho it is possible that they
may have lost direct observation. Fur-
Muthondthdlmmon- :
wmmusmmym‘
especially in the sector west of Mas.

siges.

Oﬂncﬂum» :
London, July 18, — French troops
womkhmmnntuumvt

Up to ‘1 oclock this -mrun f'

s had

extreme humr--au
mhmmusmmuuu
City of Solssons.

The French ,are on the western
poutskirts of Chouy and Neuilly-St,
Front, and from there to Belleau.
Wood the average depih of the ad-
vance i about three miles. !
Motnhotmthonmuuuup-
tured Prunay.

An American division co-operating
with the French troops: in their
counter-attack today captured = the
Town of Vierzy, about six miles south
of Soissons, and have advanced three
miles beyond the town, the advices
add. The Americans operating in the
region west of Soissons, the despatches
add, have taken - 4 prisoners, 30,

situation at that point still u’obmt’o,
Weak Resistance

Loadon, July 18—Reuter's eom
dent at French headquarters in l'nnu
suggests that the compiste surprise of
tte enemy by the Franco-American
attack was due partly to lack of vigi-
lance, owing to violent thunderstorms
and the rain and wind which swept
the whole country between the Aisne
and Marne during the night The Ger-
man first lines, the correspondent says,
wade weak resistance and many prig-
cnere were taken in the first hour of
.he attack,

The correspondent predicts stiffer
fighting Friday, when he believes mags-
»s of unused German troops beyond
the Aisne will be brought up.

“The operation may be regarded as a
big diversion on the flank of the enemy
sollent between the Alsne and the
Marne with a view to arresting his ad-
vance toward Epernay and the moun-
tain of Rheims,” says the correspon-
dent. ’

“It was the first fime since ths
Jerman offensive began March 2 of
tne development of an independont
manoeuvre which obliged the Germans
to give battle on ground of General
Foch's choosing, The changed situation
‘s largely due to ‘he progressive
diminution of the enemy’s superiority
since March and the arrival of a pow-

erful American: confingent on the
allied front.”
Shouted “Kamerad.”
On the French Front in France,
July 18—When the entente allies’ at-
tack tegan a’ dawn today the Ger-
mans were #u and offered
sHght resistance in the advanced
lines, many immediately ¢hrowing up
their arms and shouting “Kamerad.”
The barrage fire preceded the wavey
ot infantry, but one of the heaviest
storms of this year drowned the noise
of “he shells,
Mowt of the Germans had taken
ahelter in their dugouts from the de-
A
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