
Pacific—a Confederacy not born ^i war, or bap- I that in the event of aggression on the part of

tised in blood, but a Confedorary united by

th'^ bonds of friendship, hold to;;pthor by the

(.trong ties of friendly cnminerce and mutual

iiitoa'Sti, and cemented by a ;omu'.oii allogianco

to the throne of Great Britain.

From thi? (|Uotation it would W <;ccn that

then ho war in favor of a Confederatidn of tlio

sovcrnl Britii'h North American Tniviiicp-, but

he little thought then that within two sliort

years such a scheme would be submitted to

Parlinmeut. Tie was still in fiivor of Confeder-

ation—(hear)—but it must be a Confederation

founded on a just and ctiuitable basis, upon

principles which would be alike advant:i::c(us

to all parts and injurious to none. If any

other kind of Confederation were r.j^^reed upon.

it would C'inlain within itself the seeils of

decay and dissolution. The project had been

elaborately presented to tlie House by the ,i;al-

lant kni^'ht at the head of the fioverument,

and by bis able colleague, the Hon. Comnii^-

siouer^_of Crown Lauds, and what reasons had

they alleged in favor of it? lie coures>ed he

had been quite surprised at some of tlie urgu-

meuts of tiie former. That hon. gentleman

had stated that if the scheme were rejected,

whether we would or would not, Canada

would be forced by violence into the Ameri-

can Union, or placed upon an inclined plane

which would carry us there. Now when men
occupying high positions like the hoii. mem-
ber, assumed the responsibility of giving ut-

terance to such startling opinions, they ought

to be prepared to support tli"m with very

cogent reasons.

Hon. SlK E. r. TACIlf:—I am c,uite rc:idy

to give them.

Hon. Mu. CUIUUE—If the case were as

represented, it must be becau.-;e we arc quite de-

fenceless, and that except in union with the

Lower Provinces we were at the mercy of the

United States. But wliat did the honorable

member mean by,the inclined plane ? For his

partjie had not heard of any desire on the part

of the people of this jiroviuce to change tluir

political institutions and turn from the glorious;

flag under which many of them liaJ fought

and bled. Had anything been heard from

abroad, to the effect that unless we accepted

this scheme, England would east us off or let

us slide down the inclined plane ? (Laughter)

Yet these were the sole, or at least the chief,

reasons alleged by that honorable member.

Let U8 then ask ouroelves whether the scheme

provided :t renieily for the threatened evils.

Would Canada indeed be .-o physically strength-

ened sea-ward and laud-ward by this alliance,

the United States, we would be rendered quite

sate? It wa.s e.isy to say tliat union gave

strength, but woubl this union really give ns

strength? He could understand that union with

a petiple contiguous would do so, but union

with provinces l,.'jOO miles apart at the ex-

treme ytoints, wns a very different thing, and

more lii ely to be a source of weakness. In

his mind it was like tying a small twine at

the cnil of a lari:e rope ami saying it strength-

ened tlie v.iiolt; line. When the honorable

member said that Canada w>>uld be supported

by all the military jiower of the Lower Prov-

inces, we should not run away with the idea

that this meant anything. VVhat were the

facts? Upon looking at the census of those

provinces lie found that the male jiopulation

Ijctwecn the ages of 'Jl and 'iO—the extreme

limits at which men bore arms—was lUS,-!.')?,

of which number tKi,2S:> Avcre chiefly employed

on the water, that is, in the coasting trade and

the iisherics, leaving (ir),000 to assist in the de-

fence of Canada. (Hear, hear.) Now, sup-

pose a dralt of oue-third of these was made
lor military exigencies—and one-third w<^uld

lie a large proportion—we would have less

than 22,000 men available for the service.

Wliy, that would not be enough to defend

their own froi.(i(.r from aggression. Witliont

referring to the causes which had led to the

formation of the pre.-cnt Government, or to

the extraordinary conduct ot some of the pub-

lic men composing it. lie must nevertheles-i

allude to the express objects they professed to

have in view in coming together. And the

principal object was a scheme of federation,

liut not tlie scheme now offered to the House.

If he understiMid the matter at all, the Gov-

criunent was organized on the basis of a Con-

federation of Upper and Lower Canada first,

in which Ci>nfederatiou tiu^ Lower Provinces

miiihl ;iiterwards be admitted if they wished it.

llo.v. .Mit. CA.MPBELL— Not so.

Ho.N. .Mr. CUr.lUE—He was not surprised

at the liissent of the Honorable Commissioner

of Crown Lands, for the leaders in both

Houses had placed the bnger object, that is

tlie organi;:atiou of ;i geiu-ral Confederation,

as the primary one. i»ut the basis of the

organization had l"vn reduced to writing, and

he" held in his hand the paper which recapitu-

lated the cimditions. They were as follows:

—

'• The Government arc prepared to pledge

thcnibelvcs to bring in a measure, next session,

fov the purpose of removing existing dilTiculties

by introducing tlie Federal principle into

Canad;;, coupled with such provision us will


