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ITS ECONOMICAL PRODUCTION IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. '>v
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fAUT r. -BEET SUGAR. I-
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B»H't suuar may be ralK'd one t>r tho prodm tioiis of this couiitry ;
air :

it is not one of the loasL I'niitful inventions of tliis wonderfully inventiy,,-

anv. In 1747, Mar^-rali; a di^tinu-uinhed Gcnnan chemist, made known ^j-,

the world, for the lirisL time, that several root idants contained sugi!,;
;

;llllon^•sl whicli is the beet. However, it was only in 1790 that the firi.,;

etlurts'to nianufaitnre bei^t su^•ar were made by Ch. Franyois Achard,.^-

.lis.iplc of Maro-rafF. These elibrts proved succcssiul, and several man'.:|'

faitoiies w*'iv started in Germanv, at the bei-inniiii;- of this centnry. y-

book was published on this subject by Achard, in 1.S12, iriving such luc|,:

iiilormation on the whole (juestion that ii took nearly half a centnry befo'ij, v

luoiv lio-ht n.iild be brou-ht on it. Achard's writing's on the eco.ijmK^;:

producfTon of beet suuar in liiurope must have been very ett'ective "idet,
j.

siiiee several ((mtinental govi'mments at once took up the subje--f'j

Xapoleon the First, who, by his peculiar genius, foresaw idearly the pf ?•

tical use to be derived from this source, i-ave the greatest impetus to ty^
,

lich received an additional assistance from the fact.'new production, whic
tlie CO

^lurop

.ntinental l)lockade, a'-ainst England, of most continental ports -j

i!-urope. Even Russia paid as much as 50,000 roubles to assist m tj|

establishment of the hrst beet sugar factory in that country. Frari'<

lavished its millions of francs for the same purpose, and the dillerentStaj*'
;

of Germany offered and gave all the assistance they could to similar estuf;

lishments in their respective provinces. Even England seems to \ii^

taken fright at the continental efforts to ruin its colonial trade in sugar^,

for it isolated on good authority that Achard was offered $30,000 at fivj^'

if he would only state, in print, that he had been mistaken in his asserti,^

that beet sugar could be economically produced. And as early as 18a
'

this offered bribe w^as increased to $100,000, but it was again scornfi^'

rejected by the proud but honest German, in the interest of humanity. ,P

.

would seem tnat iiiUgianu s &puc eouiu hul di- niuiiin, a^.-! ui.iv v,!..,s. t.^.
^

later, Sir Humphrey JJavy was induced to state in his " Treatise on A;/','


