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' The officers, wlio had served in the colo-

nies, painted, on their return, in vivid colors, the American pros-
perity and affluence.

These details were not so much exaggerated as might be thought.
at the time of their residence in America. Money was then very
abundant in the colonies, the government necessarily remittinfr thither

considerable sums, for the support of the troops, and expenses of
the war. At that time, American productions were in great request,

and their commerce very flourishing. The inhabitants, being natu-
rally courteous and hospitable, expended generously, to render their

houses agreeable to strangers, then very numerous. The war termi-

nated, all dangers averted, the power of an inveterate enemy, hither-

to intrenched in the heart of the country, extinguished, the colo-

nists conceived it a duty to offer the most honorable reception in their

power to those who had contributed ,,o greatly to their present secu-
rity and felicity.

The necessity of drawing a public revenue from the colonies, be-
?ng therefore no longer doubted, and the willingness of the colonists

to concur in it, by means of the duty upon stamped paper, being
presumed, as well as their ability to support it, the house of com-
njons, on the 10th of March, 1764, voted a resolution, purporting
• that it was proper to charge certain stamp duties, in the colonies
and plantations.' This resolution, not being followed, this year, by
any other to carry it into effect, existed merely as an intention to be
executed the succeeding year.

If the stamp act had been carried into immediate execution in the
colonies, they would perhaps have submitted to it, if not without
murmuring, at least without that open opposition which was mani-
fested afterwards

; and it is known how much more easily the peo-
ple are retained in quiet, than appeased when once excited. The
principal colonists would not have had time to launch into discus-
sions, in which they predicted to their fellow-citizens the evils which
must result from their consent to this new tax ; and as evils inspire

more alarm at a distance than at approach, the colonists, not having
experienced from this sudden imposition the prejudice apprehended
in the uncertain future, would probably have become tranquil ; they
certainly would not have had so much scope to inflame each other
against the duty, as they afterwards did. For no sooner was the
news of the impost in question received in any place, than it was
epread, as it were, in a momcnl throughout the country, and pro-
duced such an impression up( the minds of all, and especially of
the lower clasBcs, that all orders of citizens, waving their ancient ri-

alships, difference of habits, and divers'tv of opinions >"

anJ religious matters, wei-e unanimous lu mamtiunmg, nm ad


