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of the claim of King. It contains, however, statements
which, if true, greatly weaken its force ; and, indeed, in
our opinion, dissipate at once the idea that the Indian
killed by King was Tecumseh. The narrative states
that « the Indian, from his dress, was evidently a chief.
His fanciful leggins, his party-colored worsted sash,
his pistols, his two dirks, all his dress and equipments,
were the undisputed spoils of King." Now, if there
be any one fact connected with the fall of Tecumseh
which IS fully and fairly established upon unimpeach-
able authority, it is, that he entered the battle of the
Thames, dressed in the ordinary deer-skin garb of his
tribe. There was nothing in his clothes, arms or 6rtia*v
ments, indicating him to have been a chief. On this
pomt the testimony of Anthony Shane is explicit ; and
his statement is confirmed by colonel Baubee of the
British army, who was famiUarly acquainted with Te-
cumseh. This officer, the morning after the action^^
stated to one of the aids of general Harrison, that he
saw Tecumseh just before the battle commenced, and-
that he was clothed in his usual plain deer-skin dressj
and in that garb took his position in the Indian line,
where he heroically met his fate. The testimony in
favor of Mr. King's claim, while it proves very satis-^
factorily that he killed an Indian, is equally conclusive,
we think, in establishing the fact that that Indian was
not the renowned Tecumseh.
With the statement of one other person, upon this

vexed question, we shall take our final leave of it.

Major William Oliver, of Cincinnati, in a communica-
tion to the author, under date of 23d December, 1840,
says :

—

^

« Inl819, 1 lodged with Anthony Shane, at what was
then called « the Second Crossing of the St. Mary*s." I
had known Shane intimately for a long time, indeed,
from my first settlement at fort iVayne, in 1806. In
speaking of the battle of the Thames, and the fall of
1 ecumseh, he said, the most authentic information he
had obtained upon this point, was from two brothers of
his wife, who were in the battle, and near the person
of Tecumseh when he fell. They stated, in positive
terms, that i ecumseh was shot by a private of the Ken-


