
TIm) <|iMiilii]r n( mew wliicb Imm to ba rcmovtd (o Mcur* lb« rvguUr ruaniiiK of lb* (reioi cMTjring

maili, mvulvi-* a nry hriiv) outlay, tDil III* brvikaft of rail* tiMi inacbincry iluriog winttr i» •ic*ril>

in|l/ Kfcat kail r«|iriiiiirc.

'V\w Viclori* HndKi at Monlrt'al i* alif) nf fnoriuouii briiclit lo Ibc I'oilal HarTiee, but proTidcil at

a ruiii'iiit i:<i»t to tliK ('oinpanx. Tlw nullny upon it wa* £\,MM,lH)0, rotliiiK tba (company ii90,00<) a

yttr. Ill a nimilar ioilancn in ICnglainl, whirr Ihu Manai llriil)(c, nf a niurb Ikm liia and eo»l, oip««li(c«

iba traiiMiiiiMioii of mails witb Irelanil, Ihv lintinli (toveriiinrnt pay a aprcial amount ol'X'iO.MOO u ynr
on account uf tiii* ilriilga, 'I'lia N'irtorin IlriilKa ut Monlri'al aipeilitvit tb« Mail Harvifa (liroaghout

Caaaila, aipacially tliat in nounar.lion with lliu ()r«au •Sleaniuri, ami MCurut a parfact crouing of Ilia St.

Lawranea in ibo inoitt rapid manm^r evvry day in tlia year.

1 oMd not ramlnd you tbai at cartain pariodi of tba year, bafora Iba liridga waa built, Iba eroaaing

of tba rirtr waa impoaiibla for many day* logalbar.

Vn Ibia account, tba Company ia entitlad lo apacial paymaal, aa wall aa as ll» yawd of. karaaaad

fucilitiaN ganerally, m in tba eana uf tba Mooui llridge, for wbiab X.!U,000 a yaar is paid by the lintiab

(lOTaromunt.

Special carrinKes ara providfil, in wbicb Ilia letlera are aorted whilst Ibo (rain ia travelling, all'ord-

ing great aeeommudalion '~ the Toil Uilica Dapartment and iocreaaed rapidity in the tiansmiiaioii and

dalirery of letter*.

Tbeia ara tbirty-*ix of thaw can op tba Grand Trunk llailway, cunttructed at a coil of £20,000

*lerling ; and Ihay are tuppliad with light and heat at the cipennu of the Company, Iho annual outlay on

Ibia account being cooaidtirabla.

One third of the space of each of these car* in appropriated entirely to Post (Jlllce purpose*.

According to the llaport of the l'ostmaster-( iGnnrnl ftir IS57, thi-re wore tlicn upwards of forty

clerk* *pecially employed by the I'ost Olfice UepaniiLiit (o travel in the I'ost OHlcu Cars to sort and

distribute tlia mails. The fares of tlioau claries truvelliii|{ on llu! (irandTnink line, calculutcd at the

rate* paid by ordinary travullers, would amount to more tlian iiall the rate of !^H) a mile, proposed to b«

paid for the entire aervive ! This one fact is sulFicient to show the utter inadeijuacy of the rate aiig-

geated by your predecessor.

Tbeta Pest C)ilice (Jurs are run with passenger trains—if used lor the ordinary passenger business

of tba Company, tliry would nceonnnodatu, at least, sixteen passengers, whose fares at the regular rate

between Montreal and Toronto, would produce, on timt district alone, upwards of $ 100,000 a year, or

at Iba rata of mora than $300 per mile of railway per annum.

The use of railway* for tlie tranamiaaion of latter* and newapapers, has unquestionalily lie^n ii

great publia benefit, and has produ<!(!d an enormous increase in the business and rerenuea pf! tb^wb
Offica^epartment. Vj 7

In the rottma*tcr-(j«neral'a Report for year ending 31st of March, 1856, attention is specially

drawn to the acceleration of the mails, especially during winter, and a table given shewing, amongst other

instance*, that wbiUt in 1853 it took 10^ days to get a letter between Quebec and Windsor, it was in

1856 accomplished in 40 hours.

He tlien proceed* to say

:

" The advantage thus gained between the more distant points, applies also to tb* reduction of the

" time occupied in conveyance between intermediate places, and will be shared, in a greater or le**«r

" degree by nine-tcntln of the xvliole cf/rrrsjwndcnce of the Province ; for at least tliat portion of
" the letters conveyed by mail jiartake in tlie benefit nj railway transport. JJesides this gain in speed,

" further important advantages are reaped, in the comparative immunity of railway mail conveyance

" from the irregularities, the damages from eiposure to the weather, and other causes of injury, im-

" avoidably incidental to the transport of heavy mail bags by stage or waggon over the ordinary roads of

" the country, and, above all, in tlie greater security from robbery or loss whilst en route.''''

In subsequent Ileport*, the Postmaster-General repeatedly uulls attention lo the advantages de-

rived from tucceisive openings of the sections of tiie Grand Trunk line, and in 1859 be says

:

" Much of the satisfactory condition of this branch of the service is no doubt attributable to the

" enjoyment of the advantage of Railway transport for ail the mails over all tiie great leading lines of

" Post Route,—for the punctuality of movement given by Railway conveyance to the connecting link*

" of mail travel—and the regular delivery secured at all the principal points, by a description of con-

" veyanee but little influenced by the variations of weather or of the seasons, as a matter of course

" great!/ faailitate the observance of punctuality in the transport of mails over the country Post lloutes,

" and lead to a comparative regularity in Mail service generally, not attainable in former years.

" lite completion of the Victoria Railway Bridge at Montreal, and the western section of tho

" Grand Trunk Railway to Detroit will h'lve a very important injiuence upon the transmission of
" the mails over the main route bclteten the ttco extremities of the Province"

" The superiority given to the Canadian Route as a medium of intercourse witb Europe by the essen-

" tial advantages above noticed, is of course applicable to the acceleration of the European correspondence

" of the large section of the United States lyin^ west, north-west, and south-west of Canada and the

" great Lakes,—and, as mentioned in a previous Repoit, the attention of the United States Government

" had been called to the consideration of the point, but without any defmite result, until the establishment
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