
iowahi|>, II frllDWulilp baord upon the cumnion liumaii nalurt
and the cuniiiiun huninn iiti'Ja, ami nut u|M)n anciint ntiil

partly outworn cri-nl. and )iy»tcni». Tlii-y pi-rcxivi' ih.a llir

barrit'rii ilivitliiifi ( liunli from Cliurrli are larKt'ly lmrriir«
df tradition and mntimi-'nt, or barrit'm of a IIii'oIok ilaini-

Ing an Infallibility wliich it can no longer dciiioMHtratr. and
llu'y »By with the poet:

"For forms of faith li-t Kra<'ili-»<i malot-. iiKJit

He can't be wrong whom' life ii in tin riglil.
"

The theologian may with Hupirior air fw'.li- nt tin- slial-

lownt'ss of thin riiuplt't, but Ut him first f.-.l sure lliat hi-

ban t'xtra('t<'d from It all tile truth it conlainH. Tor my
l>art, it seems to afford a better lest of him (hut shall

"Sojourn in the tabernaele of the Lord,
Or iihall dwell in His holy hill,"

than any mere denominational system.

I am deeply iiileristeil in all sueh soeiilies. They are,

I aui convinced, a highly important sign of the (i s. V'ie.v-

ini{ these many moreuien <, not only without res< utiuint,

hut with (hep sympathy. I yet feel th.il my first love is to

the Church, though less to the Church iis she is than to the
Church as she might he, ^

That the Churches are unniindfiil .if these signs of the
times, I am far from intending to imply. That a broader
spirit pervades tlicm a", I believe, but they arc very slow
to act. Festina lente is not always a good motto. It is

true rather of some occasions, that the cry should be,

"To-day, oh, that ye would hear His voice !
' lu'causc "Now

is the accepted time." It seims quite within the bounds of

possibility that o hundred years hence our children may

(1) In tlif jcur 1818 I sttrndrd a Coainiimiiin Service in Apple-
ton Cliiiprl of Ilnrvard l/niversity. Tlir eeleliriint wiis tlie llishop
of Mnsaachusetts. Men of several denoniinationn, including rnitnr-
inns, broke lirend toKetlier. To many Church |>eople this seems a
dangerous, to some even a scandalous thing. To me it is far more
dangerous and scandalous that a Church should reject from Com-
munion any disciple of Christ.


