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that passed through it, he seized the fort. He
weakened La Salle's communications so greatly
that La Salle and Tonty could not make good
their promises of French protection to the Illi-

nois. This made it possible for the Iroquois,
unhindered, to lay waste the Illinois country.'
By equally shortsighted methods, La Barre so
weakened the tics that bound the northern
allies, and so increased the arrogance of the
Iroquois, that when Governor De-^onville took
up the task, most of the allies, always looking
to the stronger party, were on the point of
going over to liie Iroquois. This would "ive
the fur trade to the English, and ruin New
France. Governor Dongan seized the moment
to promise better bargains for the peltij than
the French could offer. It remained for the
new governor to make a demonstration which
would establish firmly the drooping prestige of
New France.

Now the spring of 1687 was just ending.
Since February it had been sjjread abroad,
from the gulf seignories to Fort Frontenac,'
that preparations were making for a great
campaign against the Iroquois. Champigny,
the new Intendant, had scoured the country for
supplies, and now was building bateaux and


