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about her own or our external relations. She makes,

no ])rovision by which the hundred millions of people

inhabiting* noble countries in every quarter of the

g-lobc; shall share her legislation or her counsels,

shall give vigour to her diplomacy, accuracy and

fulness of knowledge to her administration, or

numbers and strength to her armies. Under those

circumstances, may it please j^our jVIajest}', we

attend to our own affairs. Our sympathies are all in

favour of England whatever she does, but our active

inl^Tference in a foreign war cannot be demanded.

We grant a few thousands of pounds, to provide

comforts for the wounded, and we pray in all our

churches for the success of her Majesty's arms, but

we do not raise a sword to help her ; we think in the

simple language of Jeannette, that ' those who make

the war should be the men to fight.' " This is the

answer which every North American gives to his

own conscience at the present hour. It is the

answer which every man of the hundred millions of

non-combatants gives to the world at large. If it

be a fact then, that they are non-combatants, and

that this answer is sufficient, what shall we say of

the system which produces such results ? what shall

we say of the politician who declares that it is all

that can be reasonably desired ? what shall we say

of the British gentleman who would strangle with

official trammels the liberty of public discussion on

such a theme 1
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