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•and acrimonloufly engaged in contentions, not
for the great caufe of religion itfelf, but lor

articles of faith and opinion, for external

modes of prnfejfmn and worfiip. And, in-

deed, it is much to be lamented, that in the

general enlargement of the human mind, and
•cxtenfion of the policies of the world, we
continue to view tnis great fubjedl in a nar-

row hght,—that we do not fccm futiicientljr

difgufled with thofe diftindions which here-

tofore embrued the hands of our anccftors,

in the blood of perlecution, and diftinguiihed

and difgraced the periods of ignorance and
fuperftition.

In all other Proteftant countries in the

world, all religions and all perfualions min-
gle and are involved in the public caufe ;—

.

and religious diftindions, by not being

marked out by the laws, ceafe to be diltinc-

tions at all. in . ; : * *iu»r.

v Amongft thefe noble inftances of wi/Som
and (implicity, which have formed the poli-

cies of the mofl weftern part of the world,

j^ermit me to mention that pious fpirit of tO"

ieration^ which unites^ and Jlrengthem^ and

populates the colonies of America.

—

nat^ in*

deed, is the bond of union and brotherly love,

which, whilft it indulges every man in the

liberty of his own religious opinion, unites

every part in the intereft of the whole. In

thole countries, the being deprived of civil

rights, in confequence of a peculiarity of

faith^ is a thing \zttcrly unheard of and un-

known.


