
[ 152 ]

fuch diredions that their departure was delayed

till the fixth of April, for want of men *
3 Mr.

Byng being directed to haften the fitting up the

Sterling Cajlle, and to complete her complement
of men in preference to any other ihip; and not

to meddle with the men ou board the Naffhuy

Torbay, Eljrx\ Prince Frederick y and Greyhound,

tliey being wane d, fnys Mr. Cleveland, on the

mojt preljingjervice\

How they In power managed in rec?;ard to the

motions ot the Fmich on the coaH: ol the ocean

and channel, tiiough they were allured they had
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• As will more fully appear by thefe extracts from Ad-
miral Byng\ letters to Mr. Cleveland.

Jpril ill, ready for failing in every refpcft except want
*' ofmen ; will take 336 men, now the regiments are all

*' on board, to complete them. My own Ihip wants 222,
'* 183 of them being lent to the Ludloiu Cajilc. The
•' Trident had 78 lent to the Hampton Court., and Tilbury^

" which fhips we are likely to meet with—will make a
" great hole in the Trident's company. Expciil hourly
*' Ludlow Cajile and Inirepide j when arrived hope we (hall

•' find men to complete.
'* Jpril 3d, Intrepid^ Ludlow Ca/lle, and Cambridge

" came but yefterday to Spithead.—Ordered men imme-
*' diately.—Hope to fettle to day to be able to fet fail to

<« St. Helen's.

' " Jpril 4th. Wind W.—Difappointed to find the /n-
<* trepid fhort of complement, though brought out 261
*' firpernumaries, fhe wanted 150 to complete her own
•* complement."
' *To cruife oW Cherburgh to try if they could not intercept

four frigates, and forty merchantmen drove in there from
Havre^ by the Windjor : which could not be fo prefling as

the relief of Minorca. "
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