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nearly cxlorrninalcd. WIk'U Lonko visited I'aris, in ItJTO, tho narratives of the .Tesuit

lathers had rendered I'ainiliar the unllineliing I'luhiranee of this raee under the fright fill

t'lrtnres to wliieh they were subjoeted by their Iroquois captors; and whicli they, in turn,

not only inflicted on their captive foes, but on one after another of the missionaries wliosi?

(li'voted zeal exposed tliein to their fury. AVe now read with interest this reflection noted

ill his journal, in which ho recognizes in these savages the lommon nmtivesof liuinauity

;

till' same desire to win credit and reputation, and to avoid shame and disgrace, wliich

animates all men: "Tiiis makes the llurons and other people of Canada with such cons-

I liny endure inexpressible torments; this makes merchants in one country and soldiers

ill another; this puts men upon scliool divinity in one country and iihysics and mathe-

matics in another ; this cuts out the dresses i'or tht^ women, and maki's the fashions for

!

'
men, and makes them endnn^ the inconveniences of all.' The great l'ji<ilisli philosophi'r

iiuinifestly ontertaiiied no dinibt that tlic' latent elements on which all civilization dciieiids

were equally shared by Indian and European. Rut the Ilurons perished—all but a little

leinnant of Christianized half-breeds now settled on tlie St. Charles Iv'iver, below Qiieliec

;

—in their very hour of contact with I'^uropean civilization.

Father .Sagard estimated the Huron tribes at the close of their national history, wlien

they had been greatly reduced in numbers, as still liet ween thiity and forty thousand. But

In'sides these there lay lietween them and the shores of Lake! I'h'ie and the Niagara Kiver

the Tiontonones and the Attiwandaronks ; and to the south of the Great Liike, tiie Erics:

I'll of the same stock
; and all sharers in the same fate. Tradition points to tlie kindling

of the council-lire of peace among the Attiwandaronks before the organization of the Iroquois

II >n federal y. Father Joseph de la Koche d'Allyon, who passed through their country

w lien seeking to discover the course of the Niagara river, speaks of twenty-eight towns

iind villages under the rule of its chief .Sachem; and of their extensive cultivation of

maize, beans, and tobacco. They won, moreover, the strange character of lieiiig lovers of

lieace ; and were styled by the French the Neuters, from the desire they manifested to

maintain a friendly neutrality alike with the Iluroiis and the Iroquois. Of the Eries we
know less. In tlio French maps of the seventeenth century the very existence of the great

lake which perpetuates their name wa,s unknown; but the French fur-traders were

iiwaro of a trilie existing to the west of the Irocjuois, whose country aboumled with the.

lynx, or wild cat, the fur of which was specially prized; and they designated it "La

Nation du Chat." To their artistic skill are a.scribod several remains of aboriginal art,

among which a pictorial inscription on Cunningliam's Island is descrilied as by far the

most elaborate work of its class hitherto found on the continent. * From Ihi' i>artial

L:lim()ses thus recovered of both nations, we are tempted to ascribe to them greater apti-

lude for civilization than the boasted federal league of the Iro([uois gave evidence of

Hut tiiey perisiied by the violence of kindred nations l)efore either the French or English

' ould establish intercourse with them ; and their fate doiibtKss reveals to us glimpses of

history such as must have found frequent repetition in older centuries, throughout the

w hole North American continent.

The legend of the peace pipe, Longfellow's poetic version of the lied Indian Edda,

' ScliiieliTiil't. Ilistiiiy III" till' liuliiiiis TrilK'.s, vol. ii, p- 7S.
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